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Date

MINUTES OF THE SENATE COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION

The meeting was called to order by Chairperson Dave Kerr at 1:15 p.m. on February 8, 1995 in Room 123-S

of the Capitol.
All members were present.

Committee staff present: Ben Barrett, Legislative Research Department
Avis Swartzman, Revisor of Statutes
Brenda Dunlap, Committee Secretary

Conferees appearing before the committee: John Schmidt, Chairman, Reno County 2000
Frank Alexander, Reno County 2000
Kim Moore, Reno County 2000
Richard Robl, Reno County 2000

Others attending: See attached list

A presentation was made to the Committee by Reno County 2000. Reno County 2000 was formed in 1992 as
a partnership between public education, the business community, and other community groups involved with
youth. Its mission is to articulate the belief that a quality education for all students is both necessary and
possible, and to work cooperatively with all school districts and citizens of Reno County to make quality
education a reality for each student. Formed independently of any other organizations, the group has been
working to make the community more aware of the stake its citizens have in educating all our youth.

There are increasing pressures on schools from many directions including taxpayers, the Boards of Education,
business etc. Business people hiring high school graduates are finding them less prepared than they used to
be. One of the reasons graduates are not as well prepared is that businesses are restructuring and requiring
different knowledge and skills from employees. Restructuring is being done to met new needs such as

becoming globally competitive, using new technology, meeting consumer demands a shrinking market, price ..

pressures, and quality concerns. The American market is shrmkmo and moving to foreign countries, i.e.

Japan. Japanese employees are achieving better quality by Worklng together in small teams and problem .

solving to make a product. Japanese Managers promote initiative. Computers are replacing Japanese middle -
management. Our schools need to be restructured to address the changes in the business world.

Social factors affect education in America. Many children live in poverty. Only one in three jobs can support
a family of four. Thus, 59% of students have either both parents in the work force, or come from single
parent families. There has been an increase in children born out of wedlock and the number of divorces,
which is creating more single parent families. Low birth weight babies also increase the cost of education, as
more money is needed for special education, and more children are repeating grades. The use of alcohol
drugs, antisocial behavior and violence is also on the increase, which also affects education. And the question
is, can schools provide the desired education if these problems are not addressed?

What should schools help children learn? Basic skills - reading, writing, arithmetic; applied skills - higher
level thinking, to work in small groups, to be self-managed; and basic values such as citizenship,
responsibility, fairness and justice.

There has been a change in student makeup. There is now much more diversity among students in their skills
and their ability to learn; they are visual learners with a short attention span; they are very verbal and want to
talk constantly; when they are told to do something they want to discuss it and give their opinion; and, they
have extensive electronic experience. In addition, every year, more and more children are not ready to learn -
they just don’t have the skills to learn.

We need to change our premises in teaching to reflect the new needs.

OLD PREMISE TO NEW PREMISE

talent effort
teacher responsibility student responsibility

Unless specifically noted, the individual remarks recorded herein have not been transcribed
verbatim. Individual remarks as reported herein have not been submitted to the individuals 1
appearing before the committee for editing or corrections.



CONTINUATION SHEET

MINUTES OF THE SENATE COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION Room 123-S-Statehouse, at 1:30 p.m.
on February 8, 1995.

OLD PREMISE TO NEW PREMISE

activity based learning based

time based mastery

remediate accelerate

knowledge applied skills

textbooks multi resources

grades products

transition to college transition to work

mass education individual education

new programs total quality - continually trying to improve quality

A survey of what the public expects from its public schools was sponsored by Reno County 2000. The
survey was taken in late Spring, 1994, by almost 2900 Reno County citizens including 198 business people,
2,126 parents, and 550 educators. The survey asked persons in all six Reno County public school districts
and Catholic Schools their opinions about the role of schools, standards, and accountability in education, how
schools organize, and the need and support for change. A copy of the survey is attached. General agreement
was found on the following: students need to be taught more than the “three R’s”; Reno County does not
want inclusion; schools should address social problems and values; mastery learning is effective; the support
for technology in the classroom is very strong; and computer education should start in kindergarten.( See
Attachment 1)

A motion was made by Senator Jones to to approve the minutes of the February 6, 1995 meeting. Senator
Corbin seconded the motion. and the motion carried.

The meeting was adjourned at 2:30 p.m.

The next meeting is scheduled for February 9, 1995.
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Results of Survey of
Reno County Public Education

A survey of what the public expects from its public schools was sponsored by Reno County
2000. The survey was taken in late Spring, 1994, by almost 2900 Reno County citizens includ-
ing 198 business people, 2,126 parents, and 550 educators. The survey asked persons in all six
Reno County public school districts and Catholic Schools their opinions about the role of
schools, standards and accountability in education, how schools organize, and the need and
support for change.

Reno County 2000 was formed in 1992 as a partnership between public education, the business
community, and other community groups involved with youth. Its mission is to articulate the
belief that a quality education for all students is both necessary and possible, and to work coop-
eratively with all school districts and citizens of Reno County to make quality education a real-
ity for each student. Formed independently of any other organizations, the group has been
working to make the community more aware of the stake its citizens have in educating all our
youth. The survey was conducted to assess what the public expects from its public schools.

A graph of the responses to most of the
statements posed in the survey are shown
on the following pages. Respondents were

Presentation of data

asked to indicate their agreement or disa- A= st |
greement to each of 50 statements. The = strongly agree
results are shown in chart form, using the B = agree
scheme shown to the right. C = Tend to agree
D = disagree
The results of the survey are organized E = Strongly disagree

around several topics or “constructs”. An
outline of these topics is as follows:

1. The Need for Change

a. Assessing the needs of students
b. Assessing the needs of the workplace
c. Assessing the needs of society
The Role of the School

Standards and Accountability
School Organization

a. Traditional Methods

b. New Approaches

c. Technology

5. Support for Change

ol ol

S vt = dveations
A-8-95
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Results of Survey of Reno County 2000
Reno County Public Education Page 2

Need for Change

In order to assess the level of awareness in our community concerning the need for change af-
fecting education today, three areas were probed. The first area was the changing needs of stu-
dents, the second was the changing needs of the workplace, and the third was the changing
needs of society at large. The following statements address the changing needs of students.

28

Students should be taught how to function
as members of teams.

Business
Parents

Educators

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

33
Students need to know how to summarize
facts and determine what the summary
really means.

Business
Parents

Educators

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Students should be taught how to
negotiate with others to solve problems or
reach decisions.

Business

Parents

Educators

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

22

Students need to know how to apply what
they learn to real-life situations.

Business

Parents

Educators

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

41
Learning a foreign language is an
important skill for children who will be
adults in the 21st century.

Business
Parents

Educators

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

25
Today's schools prepare students for
college and do not serve the needs of the
other students very well.

Business
Parents

Educators

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%
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Reno County 2000
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Business
Parents

Educators

All students regardless of their abilities or
disabilities should be in the regular
classrooms along with other students.

16

0%

80% 100%

26

Schools should prepare all students to be
ready to work when they graduate.

Business
Parents

Educators

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

The following statements address the need for change in workplace skills:

Fewer and fewer jobs exist for unskilled =

workers; therefore, it is important to
change the schools’ curriculum and
instruction.
Business

Parents

Educators

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

24
Reno County employers should participate
more actively with schools in teaching
students job skills.

Business
Parents

Educators

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

11

Businesses should not influence how
educators do their jobs.

Business

Parents

Educators

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%
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The following statements address how society is affected by our schools.

Schools must improve the skills of our
future workforce if this country is to
maintain or raise its standard of living.

Business

Parents

Educators

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

31
If schools are not successful in preparing
some students for life, society at large will
pay the price later.

Business
Parents

Educators

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

If foreign countries educate their children
better than we do, it will affect our standard
of living in the future.

Business
Parents

Educators

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

18

World competition may affect international
companies, but this competition has little
affect on jobs here in Reno County.

Business

Parents

Educators

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

L=t
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Reno County 2000
Page 5

Role of the School

After assessing the need for change in educating students, another area of inquiry by the sur-
vey was the specific roles schools should play in meeting the needs of students, families and
communities. This question of the proper mission of schools is one of critical importance in
determining both the direction of change and the readiness for change in the community.

Schools should prepare students to be
responsible citizens.

Business

Parents

Educators

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Schools should reinforce and encourage
basic values such as honesty, cooperation
with others, citizenship, respect for people

of different backgrounds, and self-
responsibility.

Business
Parents

Educators

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Schools should address social problems,
such as teen pregnancy, drug abuse,
antisocial behaviors, and unsafe sex
including AIDS.

Business

Parents

Educators

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

27
Schools should provide services such as
breakfast, health services, and before and
after school supervision.

Business
Parents

Educators

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Schools should teach the 3 Rs, and not
focus on teaching teamwork skills, high
self-esteem, and social skills.

Business
Parents

Educators

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Work preparation does not belong in the
school curriculum.

Business
Parents

Educators

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%
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All Children can Learn -- All children must Learn

Fewer children... fewer students... fewer workers... higher skill demands for any job... the
need for personal flexibility to change jobs and to grow in an occupation... These and other
aspects of the vision many see for the future in this country make the failure to reach even a
few students with appropriate and meaningful education an unacceptable outcome for public
and private schools. Many educational reforms are driven by the need to succeed with all (or
almost all) students. What does the community think about these twin ideas: all children can
learn, and all children must learn?

7 20
Students whose behaviors interfere with

Schools must ensure that all (95%) .

\ oo the learning of others should be removed
children master the basic skills. #amiechiool.
Business | Business

Parents Parents
Educators [ ] | Educators

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100% 0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

. Schools should not be expected to teach
Changes in the ways families are raising S bl e g g it e
e d students who come to school unprepared
students are making it harder for schools to learn (physically, socially, and/or
to educate all children. emotionally).
Business Business
Parents Parents
Educators Educators
0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100% 0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%
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Standards & Accountability

How should students be held accountable? Against what standards should students be meas-

ured?

A student should not progress to the next
level of learning until the present level of
learning has been mastered.

All potential graduates from Reno County
Schools should be required to pass a
competency test.

Business Business
Parents Parents
Educators Educators
0% 80% 100% 0% 20%
The academic outcomes for Reno County &
graduates should be equal to or exceed
those of foreign countries (European or
Asian).
Business
Parents
Educators
0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%
Organization

Schools must be organized to insure student
achievement. Questions were asked involv-

ing traditional methods, new approaches, and skills.
technology.
Business
Parents
Educators

The traditional classroom is not designed
to help students learn high-level thinking

0% 20%
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21

The methods used in schools today will prepare 43
students to be successful in adult life (methods such A longer school year is necessary to
as the existing 186-day school calendar, the 50- prepare our students adequately for the
minute periods, the typical lecture format, testing for future.
memorization, placing students in classes by age,
and the use of A through F grading system).

Business Business

Parents Parents
Educators Educators
0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100% 0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

s Allowing individual schools to develop
different educational approaches is a good
idea, as long as it eventually results in
better student achievement.

Grades are important to motivate students.

Business Business

Parents Parents

Educators Educators
0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100% 0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Technology

Technology has increasingly become a dominant part of our daily experience at work and at
home. What should technology’s role be in the school?

23 10
The use of technology such as TV and
other modes of communication should be

Computers do not belong in classrooms.
used in classrooms.

Business Business

Parents Parents

Educators Educators
0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100% 0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%
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34

Every Reno County student starting in
kindergarten should have access to and
readiness for knowledge of the computer.

Business
Parents

Educators

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Reno County 2000
Page 9

37
Our children’s future jobs depend on how
well schools teach them to use computers
and other technologies.

Business
Parents

Educators

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Support for Change

If education is about preparing our children for their needs as adults, and if schools must
constantly change to meet those future needs, is there an understanding in our community for

this process of change, and support for it?

36
Educators must be retrained to meet the
changing needs of our students even if it
means additional funding for retraining.

Business
Parents

Educators

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

49

The rapidly increasing body of knowledge
makes it harder to teach our children if one
only uses prevailing teaching methods.

Business
Parents

Educators

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

44

Research about how students learn should
serve as the basis for improving teaching
methods.

Business
Parents

Educators

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

42
Parents and teachers should work together
to develop new educational programs for
students.

Business
Parents

Educators

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%
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35
Parents, teachers, and students should
help make decisions about school
improvements.

Business

Parents

Educators

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Reno County 2000
Page 10

46
If schools wanted to change and improve

the curriculum to better meet the changing
needs of today's world, | would support it.

Business

Parents

Educators

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Closing

This survey was conducted by Reno County 2000 to provide a better understanding of the
expectations Reno County citizens have for their public schools. The reader is encouraged to
review the information carefully and identify those areas where there is strong consensus
among the three groups, where there is disagreement among the three groups, and where
there is a lack of consensus within the groups. Public education is presently undergoing
pressure to change. This survey provides data to assess public support and resistance, and
therefore give direction to change efforts being made. It is the hope and intent of the Reno
County 2000 coalition that this survey will serve as a useful guide to all persons interested in

reviewing the needs of public education.
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