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MINUTES OF THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON FEDERAL AND STATE AFFAIRS.

The meeting was called to order by Chairperson Garry Boston at 1:00 p.m. on March 31, 1997 in Room
519-S of the Capitol.

All members were present except: Representative John Ballou, Excused
Representative Don Dahl, Excused
Representative John Faber, Excused
Representative Cliff Franklin, Excused
Representative Thomas Klein, Excused
Representative Douglas Mays, Excused
Representative Dale Swenson, Excused

Committee staff present: Mary Galligan, Legislative Research Department
June Evans, Committee Secretary

Conferees appearing before the committee: Don Perkins, Olathe
Michael Strohbenen, Kansas City
Jack Patton, Wichita
Bill McDonald, Shawnee Mission
Ginny Honomichl, Baldwin

Others attending: See attached list

HB 2533 - Kansas state high school activities association, supervision during
summer months prohibited.

The Chairperson opened the hearing on HB 2533, and apologized for having to move the meeting ahead and
ending a half hour early due to the schedule on the Floor today. Letters from 4 high school athletes from
Manhattan and a letter from an Olathe South Senior High School head football coach had been distributed in
support of HB 2533. Also, a petition with 110 signatures from the Lenexa, Lawrence and Olathe area had
been submitted to the Education Committee earlier when this was HB 2424. (Attachments 1,2,3.4, 5 & 6)

Don Perkins, a baseball, football coach, math instructor and father of two sons, testified as a proponent for
HB 2533, stating if the Kansas State High School Activities Association allows Rule 30 to go into effect they
would prioritize my titles in this order. Because of his position as a school coach, the Association has ruled
against him and other coaches who are parents, from coaching their children with their friends on non-school
teams. It is felt this is a direct violation of a parents constitutional right to parent. (Attachment 7)

Michael Strohbenen, Blue Valley High School District, testified as a proponent, stating he has 3 children.
Point number 1: favoring the proposed legislation has nothing to do with his children but rather has to do with
employees of the school systems where his children attend school. The current legislation in effect has had the
adverse effect on all manner of school employees including those who teach or instruct swimming, tennis,
basketball in this way - the legislation as now exists, and as it will in the summer, prevents them from summer
employments that is a natural for these people. For example, tennis instructors in the school are prohibited
from dealing with lesson situations in the summer with students that would come on their teams during the
academic year. If they were involved in lesson activity during the summer they would be affecting the
eligibility of the students and in that manner it affects the off-season employment of these instructors. Itis
unfair that these people are affected economically that has developed expertise in the field, have been hired and
paid by the school district then outside the perimeters of that school year have economic regulation over those
instructors by the sanctions that are imposed on the students and coaches. It affects people that give
swimming lessons and especially in smaller communities in Kansas it is a potential problem simply because of
limited access to people who are qualified to give instruction and if this current legislation is continued the
opportunities are impacted negatively to those people to supplement their income.

Unless specifically noted, the individual remarks recorded herein have not been transcribed
verbatim. Individual remarks as reported herein have not been submitted to the individuals 1
appearing before the commitiee for editing or corrections.
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Point number 2: has to do with the students and it has impacted directly on his son, and that it again prevents
the coaches from being involved in the summer programs. Mr. Strohbenen is on the Board of Directors of the
Senior Baseball Corporation in Johnson County which is a recreational organization. In the past have utilized
high school baseball coaches who have sought some limited employment in the summer to supplement their
income. They have been involved in our teams and it has been a very good program where the varsity coaches
have been involved with the boys who principally were freshmen in a developmental program in the summer.
The current law now prohibits that involvement and it has had an adverse impact on our ability to organize and
run our program because we can not get qualified coaches to take part in the summer program. It will create
higher user fees to the programs S1mp1y because coaches in the past have had an incentive to be involved with
kids they knew, they got paid some modest amount of money, a summer stipend, for their involvements in the
program and it was a win., win situation. That has been taken away from us and are looking at increased user
fees for the summer programs. It is affecting all people who have student athletes in the summer time. The
other thing is the best qualified people to be involved with those summer programs with those kids are the
coaches because they have been without exception good role models for our kids during the school year and
are familiar with these kids and prohibiting their summer time involvements have driven them into the hands of
the very people we want to regulate. We have helped foster AAU programs that are led by people that are not
necessarily the best qualified to be in charge of our students. This summer his son will play on an AAU
basketball team that will play 11 weekends out of town in tournaments and it would be a great comfort, as a
parent, to know that as a leader in that program one of the high school coaches whom I know and trust
opposed to an outsider that is in charge and has no particular quahﬁcatlons necessarily to take these kids on the
road. Again, the kids and the coaches are being penalized during the off-season and not sure we are serving
the purpose we ought to be focused on which is serving the young people of Kansas through this lemslahon
The current law seems to be motivated by fear and it is something that has not yet been seen or experienced in
connection to most kids. It seems to be a fear of some kind of competitive disadvantage. Have heard that
since some coaches want to be involved with their students during the summer, others might not want to be
and if we allow some to be then there might be sanctions brought against those who choose not to be
involved. Itis negative legislation. Under the current bill those who are not interested in being involved in the
summer program still have that choice, they can still choose not to be involved for financial reasons or other
reasons. On the other hand those interested in working in some capacity on a volunteer basis or otherwise
would have that opportunity.

The last point in support of this legislation is parental right legislation. The parents are the best persons, best
suited persons that should have the responsibility for making the decisions about where and with whom and
for whom our children take part in summer activities be that music lessons, tennis, swimming instructions, or
AAU basketball. That parents want that right, not the KSHSAA should legislate a power to strike a parent
from the right or decision making for a child’s development and career.

Jack L. Patton, Wichita, a proponent for HB 2533, stated the KSHSAA feels parents need their assistance to
parent. As parents raising children for 15+ years without the KSHSAA s assistance, why would we
inexplicably now become unable to make intelligent decisions? Children do need protection from over-zealous
school coaches. The coaches are employees of the school and if they need controlling the schools should do
so. If the coach is a problem the parent should remove the child from the team. The KSHSAA would never
be as concerned as a parent about the child. KSHSAA feels study time would be lost if students have too
many activities, but if the parents don’t support education there is nothing anyone could do, no matter how
many rules are imposed. There is no limit or restriction to the Association’s invasion into the personal lives of
Kansas families. (Attachment 8 & 8-A)

Bill McDonald, testified as a proponent for HB 2533, a baseball coach at Shawnee Mission South High
School, stated he has been a coach for twenty-six years and for the last eighteen years has coached the South
baseball players in the summer Johnson County 3 & 2 league. In April of 1996, the KSHSAA Board of
Directors voted to not allow coaches, in any sport, the right to coach their players during the summer months.
Mr. McDonald stated he polled 160 baseball coaches in Kansas and asked whether or not they felt that as a
coach they had the right to coach their players in the summer? 98 surveys were returned and 88% of the
returns were in favor of the right to coach their players during the summer. 40% of those returning the survey
were actually coaching in the summer. KSHSAA had their Fall Regional Administrator meetings at six sites
around the state and the administrators voted 204 to 102 to not allow the coaches to coach in the summer.

With Mr. Perkins and myself concerned about quotes from the KSHSAA director about coaches being in
favor of the ban on summer coaching, it was decided to survey coaches in every league in the state of Kansas.
The questions asked was whether or not a coach should have a right to coach in the summer. The vote count
as of today was 836 in favor and 213 against. The coaches in this state are saying they simply want to be
able, if they so choose, to coach in the summer. Coaches are not under contract during the summer, so what
right does the KSHSAA have to tell coaches what they may or may not do. Coaches have an expertise in the
coachmc field and why should there be restrictions on what income can be made? (Attachment 9)
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Ginny Honomichl, Teacher/Coach, Baldwin High School, Baldwin City, Kansas, KSHSAA Board of
Director Kansas Coaches Association Representative and Executive Board Vice President - Class 4A
Representative, testified as an opponent to HB 2533, stating the proposed revisions concerning the
KSHSAA's regulation of school activities during the periods of time outside the seasons of such activities.

The KSHSAA regulates offerings to school youth, grades 7-12, throughout the school year only to ensure that
those activities are an extension of the academic school day. Students are needed in the classrooms if they are
to learn. They also need time after school to complete homework and such to master the academic content.

As educators there needs to be more concern about the ACT scores, SAT scores and GPA scores than scoring
averages, rebounding averages and average punt yardage. To do that, students are needed to be in the
classrooms as much as possible.

Participation in KSHSAA activities is not mandatory; therefore, these programs are a privilege not a right.
Along with this privilege of participation are some expectations to become/remain eligible. Expectations such
as academic eligibility, minimal loss of instructional time, number of contests, retaining amateur status and
avoiding undue outside influence. To maintain a proper relationship between the academic purpose of schools
and their activities programs, the KSHSAA member schools have developed rules to achieve this balance.

The purpose of high school activities is to aid in the well-rounded development of all students. HB 2533 has
the potential to destroy this through the external exertion of undue pressure on students to play and perform at
a much higher than amateur status. (Attachment #10)

The meeting adjourned at 2:00 p.m.

The next meeting is scheduled for April 2, 1997.
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To whom it may concern,

My name is Amy Baughan and | have been playing soccer for three years. |
have played three seasons of soccer for Manhattan High School and two seasons of
traveling. | am writing this letter because | am very concerned about the effects of the
rule that has forced us to play six-on-six games during traveling season instead of a
regulation eleven-on-eleven games.

| believe that in the past traveling has been a great way for teams to get to know
each others style of play and get a feel for everyone’s position on the field so you can
learn to trust your teammates. Traveling helps iron out some of the wrinkles of a team
before the high school season starts. My first year of traveling (1995) was very
beneficial because | played with a lot of underclassman | had never played with before,
therefore the next year we already new each other so it was much easier to feel like a
team and we new each others positions and skills already. That first year almost
everyone that played high school soccer played traveling because they new how much
it benefited the team.

My second year of traveling‘soccer (this past fall, 1996) was a different story. A
lot of people did not even try out for the teams because they felt it would be a waste of
time, and in a sense it was. Playing six-on-six was very frustrating because no one
really knew what they were doing. We had never played this way before, so we were
often confused about positions and other aspects of the game. The referees didn't even
really understand the game. It was not beneficial to our team because it taught us

nothing about teamwork, which is essential in soccer. We also felt bad when all the
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other teams we played were full size and they had to split themselves up just to play us.
The only benefit from traveling soccer this past fall was that it did give us a chance to
get our foot on the ball and get a little bit of practice in. But | think most of us would
agree that we could have gained just as much by practicing on our own, without the
$160 fee.

| think that changing the rule so we could play as a full team would be very
beneficial to Manhattan High School Soccer as well as other soccer in the state. We
work hard during both traveling and high school so it would be nice for us to be able to
show our talent and improve ourselves as a team during the off season.

| strongly encourage you to reconsider this ruling so that we can live up to our
potential and be the best soccer team we can be.

Sincerely,
Amy Baughan

omy B
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28 March 1997

Ladies and Gentlemen,

My name is Sarah Leonhard and T am new to Manhattan, Kansas. I am a sophomore at
Manhattan High School and am on the varsity soccer team. I have heard that the soccer program
in Kansas is a very good one. I enjoy soccer very much and hope to take it as far as I can.

I enjoy being on the high school team and I was hoping to join a traveling team. Some of
my teammates attended a meeting in Topeka to discuss the new rulings on traveling team soccer.
A teammate informed me that only six girls from a high school can play on one traveling team. It
seems to me that having only six players from the high school limits many girls. Girls who have
the time and willingness to participate in a sport apart from the high school, including me. For
instance, a girl attending a high school may like to be on a traveling team, yet she was not on the
high school team. In my opinion, I do not believe that we should only have six girls on a traveling
team that are from one high school.

Thank you for your consideration in this matter. L% W

Sarah Leonhard

I:-ecfa S‘!‘q'kf
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Katie Lyons
3943 Eagle Ridge
Manbhattan, KS 66503 March 27, 1997

My name 1s Katie Lyons and [ am a member of the Manhattan High
School varsity soccer team. [ have played traveling soccer for fourteen
seasons and I have seen the problems that 6 vs. 6 has caused. I feel that in no
way do the players benefit from playing short-sided as opposed to the usual
11vs. 11.

I play goalie and have played that position since I began playing soccer in
second grade. I feel that [ am at a severe disadvantage against goalies around
the state who do not have to change their way of play. I need the chance to
be shot upon, and I was unable to improve my skills because of the new 6 vs.
6 rule. Many teams we played against were regular 11 man teams who split
in half to play us. They had no experience playing this way and were not
able to manage shots which would give me the practice a goalkeeper needs.

This ordinarily would have forced us to gather in large groups to practice
and keep up on our skills, but I couldn't even have my teammates shoot on
me because this would violate one of the many KSHSAA rules.

I would like the chance to play as a team again and continue to get better.
I was informed that this would help us and it was to our benefit, but I see no
advantages at all. I just want to see our teams together again.

Feds State
3-31-91
Adch#3



Statement to the members of the State and Federal Affairs Committee

RE: House Bill 2533

March 31, 1997

My name is Laurel Steichen and I am in support of House Bill 2533. I am a
junior attending Manhattan High School and have played soccer for nine years,
with four years in the Parks and Recreation program, five years on traveling teams,
and three years on the high school varsity team. In addition I have coached my own
team for two years. Based on these experiences, I can testify to the importance of
traveling soccer. Playing traveling has given me the opportunity to compete against
teams from other states because traveling teams participate in tournaments which
are different, and often more intense, than high school. My soccer skills and
strategies have been greatly improved by traveling coaches.

I feel as though I have been cheated by the KSHSAA ruling because it limits
my participation in the sport I love. In the spring of 1996, my high school team
made it to the final four in state. This could not have happened without the
experience that players gained while playing traveling soccer—the MHS Lady
Indians soccer program had only been in existence for three years at that point. As
a result of the KSHSAA restrictions on the number of girls from one high school
who can play together in their off season, only about half the number of girls tried
out for the two traveling teams. Manhattan was only able to field two six-on-six
teams of nine players each without violating the new KSHSAA rule. I believe that
future high school programs in one-high-school communities will be seriously
disadvantaged because of this, and it isn’t good for the kids either. Not only was it
nearly impossible to hold a meaningful soccer practice with only nine people,
assuming everyone could come, but no other cities played six-on-six soccer. Either
they had enough high school players for full teams of eleven-on-eleven, or they were
unable to field a team at all. Lawrence is an example of a one-high-school city
unable to field a girls’ traveling team. Full teams were broken apart to play

Manhattan. They didn’t know the rules because six-on-six soccer bears little
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resemblance to eleven-on-eleven soccer. Sometimes we went to games and we didn’t
even have referees. The one tournament my traveling team played at the end of the
season showed me how the KSHSAA ruling had affected my team—we weren’t as
skilled.

Traveling soccer has been a great experience for me. It has never interfered
with my schoolwork because practices are in the evenings and games are always on

weekends. I have never missed a day of school due to traveling soccer, and I

am still able to participate in other school activities like choir, drama, tennis, and
clubs while maintaining a 4.0 GPA. My high school curriculum is demanding, with
classes such as Calculus, Composition 101 from KU, genetics, and independent
research at KSU. In addition, I also coach youth soccer during the traveling season.
In preparing for my chosen career in biological engineering, followed by medical
school, I am aware that time management is crucial to success. I believe that my
scholastic record and involvement in multiple sports and activities demonstrate
that I have the ability to manage time successfully.

Therefore, I believe it is unnecessary for KSHSAA to regulate my time
outside of high school activities. While KSHSAA performs a useful service
regulating activities among member schools, their sphere of influence should be

limited to school-related activities. It seems that KSHSAA is trying to take

over the function of the family.

Thank you for taking time to listen to a high school student who’s life is being
micromanaged by the KSHSAA.

Sincerely,

Laurel Steichen



Olathe South Senior High School

Olathe Unified School District #233
( Commitment to Excellence )

1990-91 National Excellence in Education Award Winner --- US. Department of Education

March 26, 1997

Rep. Garry Boston
156E

State Capitol
Topeka, Ks. 66612

Mr. Boston:

This letter concerns Bill 2533 which | am in complete support of. My support comes from the
fact that | had worked in the state of Missouri (for 25 years) who has already enacted
legislation similar to this over three years ago and it has worked to perfection during this time
frame. In moving to the state of Kansas to continue my teaching and coaching, | found that some
of the restrictions placed on players and coaches in this state were so restrictive that it did not
allow our players to reach their full potential as many college coaches have expressed to me. It
is amazing that the states bordering Kansas are not playing by the same rules as we are in off-
season activities.

I believe it is important to relate that in my experience with the changes called for in Bill
2533, | found no problems existed between sports or sport coaches as long as open lines of
communication were used. No young people were subjected to making a choice because many
decisions that were made about activities were made with the young people in mind and schedules
were made up which allowed these young people the opportunity to do everything. In any change,
there are always some people who don't follow the rules but at the same time there are people
who don't follow the rules without change. | think it is extremely important to eliminate
restrictions of coaching and teaching - those who choose not to will have that choice and will
continue to be successful because of their ability to bring out the best in the kids that they do
have.

| close this support letter of Bill 2533 by simply saying that this is what is in the best interest
of the young people we are involved with. Please look out for them before all else - they deserve
that much from us as adults!

Coach Wayne McGinnis
Head Football Coach

1640 E. 151st Street Olathe, Kansas 66062-2851  (913) 780-7160 Fax (913) 780-7170 i—‘E’OI b S.'\a Jye
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We, the undersigned, petition the legislators for the State of Kansas to support Bill No. 2424
regarding the non' regulation of students and personnel of member high schools during the time
outside the seasons of such activities, exclusive of post-season tournament competition by the
Kansas State High School Activities Association.
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We, the undersigned, petition the legislators for the State of Kansas to support Bill No. 2424
regarding the non regulation of students and personncl of member high schools during the time
outside the seasons of such activities, exclusive of posi-season tournament competition by the

Kansas State High School Activities Association.
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We. the undemlgned_, petition the leglslators for the State of Kansas to support Bill No. 2424
regarding the none regulation of students and personnel of member high schools during the time
outside the seasons of such activities, exclusive of post-season tournament competition by the
Kansas State High School Activities Association.
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We. the undemlgned,, petition the leglslators for the State of Kansas to support Bill No. 2424
regarding the none regulation of students and personnel of member high schools during the time
outside the seasons of such activities, exclusive of post-season tournament competition by the
Kansas State High School Activities Association.
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We, the undersigned, petition the legislators for the State of Kansas to supportt Bill No, 2424
regarding the none regulation of students and personnel of member high schools during the time
outside the seasons of such activities, exchusive of post-season tournament competition by the
Kansas State High School Activities Agsociation.
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March 31, 1997

Testimony of Don Perkins Before the
Committee on Federal And State Affairs Regarding Bill No.2533

My name is Don Perkins and I am a baseball and football coach, a math instructor and the
father of Joshua and Bradley Perkins, age 14 and 10, respectively. I introduce myself in this
fashion because I feel this is the way the Kansas State High School Activities Association will
prioritize my titles this summer if their Rule 30 is allowed to go into effect. Because of my
position as a school coach, the Association has ruled against me and other coaches who are
parents, from coaching our children with their friends on non-school teams. 1 feel this is a direct
violation of my constitutional right to parent.

I am a lifetime Kansan who has coached in the Olathe School District since 1974. T have
been a supporter of the Association in the past because their position in the past has been one of
balance between school activities and academics. I quote their Position Statement by KSHSAA
Ad Hoc Committee, 1976-1977, "A well-balanced activities program provides the opportunity for
physical, social and emotional development complementing intellectual growth." I further quote
"Under a well administered school program, students and spectators become better citizens
through participation and observation of activities conducted under established rules." I
emphasize "school programs". With its recent rule changes they go beyond the realm of school
activities and their own position statement as printed on page 53 of their Handbook. Also in their
handbook on page 12 is Kansas State Statute 72-33 which clearly states in section (a) "Activities
means school activities and contests in the field of athletics, music, forensics, dramatics and any
other interschool extracurricular activities by students enrolled in any of the grades from seven to
twelve, inclusive." Clearly the Association's own position statement and stated statutes limit their
intent and responsibility to school activities. But the Association has gone beyond that and this
summer has plans to further infringe on the rights of parents and students.

I have a letter with me as evidence of their over regulation. Rhodes Buehrer is the father
of a 14 year old girl softball player. He ask the Association for clarification of Rule 26, the
anti-tryout and private instruction rule. He received this letter of clarification from Rick Bowden,
Assistant Executive Director written March 25,1997. I quote, "I wish to be clear in my
interpretation that at the present time, a parent may not be in attendance with their child when
their child is receiving private instruction from a non-school employee during the season of
activity." This father may not even attend the instruction with his 14 year old daughter. This is
evidence of the over regulation the Association has in one of its rule; others also exist.

Last September my Principal entered an amendment to Rule 30 that would have allowed
parents to be excluded from the rule and would allow myself and many other parent coaches
throughout the state to coach our children's non-school teams, just as any other parent would
have the opportunity to do if they so choose. The Association voted it down 67 to two. Let me
clarify. The Association allows me to coach my son, but not on a team that would consist of his
friends and classmates. Their suggestion to me and the many other parent coaches throughout the
state is to form a team in another town. We do not find that acceptable and consider it an
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invasion of our rights to parent. When ask regarding the legality of this rule by an Olathe Daily
News reporter, Gary Musselman the Executive Director responded "I don't have a legal answer."
I am concerned about the ability of the Association to make rules and regulations regarding the
parents and children of the State of Kansas without being aware or apparently concerned with the
legal issues involved. Where do their rules come from?

Later in the same article Mr. Musselman states his concerns over "coaching burnout" and
the life expectancy of a coach. He states he has these worries because "This is what a collective
opinion of voices is telling me." I am sure others, as myself, appreciate the concern, but we have
choices and rights as citizens and parents. When it comes to those rights being taken away I want
legal issues and research to be the basis of those decisions.

Since September I have been conducting research on the regulation of athletics and
activities throughout the United States. I sent letters asking the other Associations to respond
regarding their summer regulations involving coaches and student athletes. I have received
responses back form 29 of the 49 states. Only one state would restrict the coaches and students
of their state as the Kansas Association is planning to do. Seventeen of the states have summer
restrictions but they include exceptions which allow for summer coaching. Those exceptions
range from you must have members of your non-school team from more than one school to
simply applying for an exclusion from the state to coach during the summer. Twelve that I have
received back have no summer restrictions. Of the states bordering Kansas, which many of our
players compete against because of local proximity, none have absolute summer regulations as
Kansas is planning.

The deregulation appears to be the movement throughout the nation. I have a letter here
from Ennis Proctor who is the Executive Director of Mississippi and in referring to summer
coaching he states "We have had no problems since we started this three years ago." T also have a
letter from the Iowa High School Athletic Association which is implementing the change to allow
summer coaching this coming summer. Further evidence that this is the direction others are
moving is in the March 3, 1997 issue of Sports Illustrated. The article is in reference to the
NCAA and its regulation of college athletics. The article interviews Cedric Dempsey, the
Executive Director of the NCAA. It states that "Dempsey speaks often of the desperate need to
deregulate."

There are many issues when it comes to discussing the Association. I have tried to focus
on the issues of parental rights and the over regulation by the Association. Their rules no longer
follow statute 72-33 or their own position statement. They are making rules based on opinion and
hearsay, not research and the law. I encourage you to support Bill No. 2533 which leaves no
doubt in their areas of regulation. I am not speaking as a coach, teacher and finally parent as the
Association would classify me, but as a citizen of the United States and the State of Kansas who
is provided the right to parent in the Constitution. I am the father of Joshua and Bradley Perkins,
age 14 and 10 respectively. Thank you very much for your time and support of bill 2533.

Reggectively, P

Don A. Perkins
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IN SUPPORT OF BILL #2533

MY PURPOSE TODAY IS NOT TO PRAISE ANY PARTICULAR ACTIVITY OVER THE
OTHER BUT TO REPLY TO THE CLAIMS BY THE KSHSAA THAT WE AS PARENTS NEED
THEIR UNSOLICITED ASSISTANCE. 1IN THE PAST, MR MUSSELMAN'S
JUSTIFICATION FOR INTRUSION INTO NON-SCHOOL FUNCTIONS USUALLY GOES AS
FOLLOWS:

1. WE AS PARENTS NEED THEIR (KSHSAA) ASSISTANCE TO PARENT.

A. AFTER RAISING OUR CHILDREN FOR 15+ YEARS WITHOUT THE SCHOOLS
ASSISTANCE, WHY WOULD WE UNEXPLICABLY NOW BECOME UNABLE TO MAKE
INTELLIGENT DECISIONS?

B. IF I NEEDED HELP I WOULD SEEK QUALIFIED HELP (COUNSELORS,
PASTORS, ETC.), NOT AN ACTIVITIES DIRECTOR.

2. OUR CHILDREN NEED PROTECTION FROM OVER-ZEALOUS SCHOOL COACHES.
A. THE COACHES ARE EMPLOYEES OF THE SCHOOL. IF THEY NEED
CONTROLLING, THEN THE SCHOOLS NEED TO DO SO.

B. IF THE COACH IS A PROBLEM, THEN I AS A PARENT WILL REMOVE MY
CHILD FROM THE TEAM.

3. WE, AS EDUCATORS, ARE DOING THIS IN THE BEST INTEREST OF THE
CHILD.

A. YOU WILL NEVER, EVER BE AS CONCERNED AS A PARENT ABOUT MY
CHILD, NOT EVEN CLOSE.

3. STUDY TIME WILL BE LOST IF STUDENTS HAVE TOO MANY ACTIVITIES.

A. ARE THE SCHOOLS GOING TO FOLLOW EVERY CHILD? IF THE PARENTS
DON'T SUPPORT EDUCATION THERE IS NOTHING ANYONE CAN DO, NO MATTER
HOW MANY RULES YOU IMPOSE.

NOW I WANT EVERYONE TO FOCUS ON THE HEART OF THIS ISSUE. IT'S THE
KANSAS STATE HIGH SCHOOL ACTIVITIES ASSOCIATION. THE KEY WORD BEING
"SCHOOL". AS THE MANY LAWSUITS HAVE BROUGHT OUT, WE AS TAXPAYERS
NEVER VOTED TO RELINQUISH OUR PARENTAL RIGHTS TO THE ACTIVITIES
ASSOCIATION. WE ALSO DIDN'T HAVE ANY MEANS TO CONTROL THE KSHSAA
ACTIONS BECAUSE OF ITS INBRED NATURE AND SECRETIVE PRACTICES. ONLY
SCHOOL ADMINISTRATORS COULD VOTE AND SERVE. INPUT BY PARENTS WOULD BE
SUMMARILY DISMISSED. I WAS TOLD BECAUSE I WAS ONLY A PARENT AND NOT
AN EDUCATOR, I JUST DIDN'T UNDERSTAND.

AT THIS POINT THERE IS NO LIMITS OR RESTRICTIONS TO THE ASSOCIATIONS
INVASION INTO THE PERSONAL LIVES OF KANSAS FAMILIES, AND ONLY BECAUSE
WE NOW HAVE CHILDREN IN HIGH SCHOOL, NOT BECAUSE WE VOTED FOR THESE
PEOPLE. WE AS PARENTS NEED PROTECTION FROM THE KSHSAA IN THE FORM OF
LIMITTING THEM TO SCHOOL ACTIVITIES ONLY AND ELIMINATING THEIR
INTRUSION INTO OUR FAMILIES PERSONAL AFFAIRS.

HOW DO WE DETERMINE THE LINE IN WHICH THE ACTIVITIES ASSOCIATION DOES
NOT CROSS?

IT'S A SIMPLE TEST: IF IT ISN'T AN EVENT SPONSORED, ORGANIZED AND RUN
BY THE SCHOOL THEN IT FALLS INTO THE CATEGORY OF NONE OF THE KSHSAA'S
BUSINESS.

THANK YOU,

JACK L. PATTON o
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We, the undersigned, believe that this statement 2
truthfully represents our feelings.

"I favor Bill No. 2533 to restrict the KSHSAA's
involvement in ALL Non - school activities."

2ty 259
Jrohel

S I G N A T U R\E

NN

NS

Dot Al @C’RA&_\

_ ‘\’Z‘.x\_‘ﬁw g s A W

C Lo Sl A 2
iﬂmﬂgw Loty N

Joir p&uw

MW&%@&

Fa)

S
. /Yﬁuuf

m\*#?

f%méw%%

i f?ﬂjr,,, //]Lff

it b 2@ chan nx/le/

ﬁéié/@%o C K.dd.

S % A

() Lo, Dokl W% Astpnde
Lyt Qe f1le ik A

R, duclon

/(/3, WIAES
bubgodir

%f,z S
Sl L

%q&% i \ o ;

Mﬁ}{d d ' ._-E;;Ei\-ﬁ \h&
AJQ/BMO?—M MWV i/ Oﬂm/n/uﬂ,

C x\mw@}&g/,?

—

Q\QLJ Wﬁ@

KU%Q‘/ AT

e T
= /f/ aé,fw_,

M onZe—#0 2o QO

(\/ﬂ/m:é/

.V( —

T

Fedu St te

2-31-5
Ateh 7-4



We, the undersigned, believe that this statement
truthfully represents our feelings.

"I favor Bill No. 2533 to restrict the KSHSAA's
involvement in ALL Non -

school activities."
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We, the undersigned, believe that this statement
truthfully represents our feelings.

"I favor Bill No. 2533 to restrict the KSHSAA's
involvement in ALL Non - school activities."
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We, the undersigned, believe that this statement
truthfully represents our feelings.

"I favor Bill No. 2533 to restrict the KSHSAA's

involvement in ALL Non - school activities."
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We, the undersigned, believe that this statement T
truthfully represents our feelings. Y577 )

"I favor Bill No. 2533 to restrict the KSHSAA's
involvement in ALL Non - school activities."
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Page 1

March 31, 1997

Dear Legislators:

My name is Bill McDonald and I am the baseball coach at Shawnee Mission
South High School. Thave been at South for the last twenty-six years and started the
baseball program twenty-four years ago. In addition, for the last eighteen years, I have
coached the South baseball players in the summer Johnson County 3 & 2 league.

In April of 1996, the Kansas State High School Activities Association Board of
Directors voted to not allow coaches, in any sport, the right to coach their players during
the summer months. I was totally surprised by the KSHSAA vote. I had coached for so
long and did not know or feel that we as coaches had been any problem for the KSHSAA.
Had we done something wrong?

On July Sth, 1996, as I was coaching in the third base coaching box in Bartlesville,
Oklahoma, I looked into the stands and realized this would be the last time I could bring
the South parents and players to this wonderful tournament and town, and I had done
nothing wrong. I was coaching South players for the love of the game, the great joy in
seeing players grow and improve, and for no compensation. At my own expense and time,
I have chosen to coach in the summer because I love young people and the sport.

What are the coaches asking for? In September, I polled the one hundred and
sixty baseball coaches in the state of Kansas. The question I asked was whether or not

you felt that you had a right to coach your players in the summer. I received ninety eight
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Page 2
of the one hundred and sixty surveys back, or sixty percent. Eight-eight percent of the

returns were in favor of the right to coach your players in the summer. Forty percent of
those returning the survey were actually coaching in the summer. One month later, the
KSHSAA had their Fall Regional Administrator meetings at six sites around the state.
The administrators voted two hundred and four to one hundred and two not to allow the
coaches to coach in the summer. I want to restate to you that the school administrators
cast the vote, not the coaches. Mr. Musselman, the KSHSAA Executive Director, stated
in the Kansas City Star that the coaches voted two to one, in the October meetings, for the
ban. Mr. Musselman also stated that the idea for the ban came from coaches who have
felt pressure from others to field summer teams to remain competitive during the school
season. I might add, in the over one thousand surveys I have been involved with in the
last six months, not once have I had a coach to tell me or write to me that he was
pressured to field a team. To the contrary, if the high school coach does not help field a
summer team, the town team dies.

With Mr. Perkins and myself concerned about quotes from the KSHSAA director
about coaches being in favor of the ban on summer coaching, we decided to survey
coaches in every league in the state of Kansas. The questions asked was whether or not
you should have a right to coach in the summer. The vote count as of today was eight
hundred and thirty-six in favor and two hundred and thirteen against. We seem to have
conflicting views of what the coaches are saying. The KSHSAA and what they perceive
the coaches are saying, and what the coaches are actually voting, is different.

The coaches in this sate are saying they simply want to be able, if they so chose, to

coach in the summer. We are not under contract during the summer, so what right does
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the KSHSAA have to tell us what we may or may not do? Coaches are going to be

financially hurt by the KSHSAA actions. Summer jobs will be lost. We, as coaches, have
an expertise in our coaching field, why should we have restrictions on what income we can
make for our families?

In conclusion, I and the vast majority of coaches are most concerned about the
small minority of coaches that create problems for players, parents, and administrators, yet
‘what great people are in all of our communities that we call coach. Why throw the
majority of coaches into what we see on television or read about in the paper that cheat
and or abuse their power? This state is throwing away a wealth of love, caring, and
knowledge that coaches bring to our communities. Why?

I support the passing of Bill 2533.

Bill McDonald
Head Baseball Coach
Shawnee Mission South



TO: Kansas Federal and State Affairs Committee

FROM: Ginny Honomichl, Teacher/Coach - Baldwin High School, Baldwin City, KS
KSHSAA Board of Director Kansas Coaches Association Representative
KSHSAA Executive Board Vice President - Class 4A Representative

DATE: March 24, 1997
SUBJECT: Kansas House of Representatives Bill #2533

Thank you for the opportunity to speak as an opponent to the proposed revisions
concerning the Kansas State High School Activities Association’s regulation of school
activities during the periods of time outside the seasons of such activities. Ihave been

a classroom teacher and coach in Kansas public schools for 27 years and I have witnessed
the KSHSAA’s efforts to do that which is best for our youth of Kansas over those years.

The Kansas State High School Activities Association regulates offerings to our school
youth, grades 7 - 12, throughout the school year only to ensure that those activities are
an extension of the academic school day. We need our students in the classrooms if they
are to learn. They also need time after school to complete homework and such to master
the academic content. We as educators need to be more concerned about ACT scores,
SAT scores and GPAs than scoring averages, rebounding averages and average punt
yardage. To do that, we need the students in our classrooms as much as possible.

Participation in KSHSAA activities is not mandatory; therefore, these programs are a
privilege not a right. Along with this privilege of participation are some expectations to
become/remain eligible. Expectations such as academic eligibility, minimal loss of in-
structional time, number of contests, retaining amateur status and avoiding undue outside
influence. To maintain a proper relationship between the academic purposes of schools
and their activities programs, the KSHSAA member schools have developed rules to
achieve this balance.

The purpose of high school activities is to aid in the well-rounded development of all
students. HB#2533 has the potential to destroy this through the external exertion of
undue pressure on students to play and perform at a much higher than amateur status.
Are we opening our school doors to those who may choose to exploit our youth for self-
serving reasons? Will we have students becoming “teenage” specialists and not caring
about the entire school program rather than being involved in a variety of high school
experiences? Will Baldwin High School not be good enough for them? When do high
school kids get to be high school kids?

From a veteran coach’s point of view, I know coaches already have enough pressure
throughout a regular season of competition. With this proposed change coaches would
be given the “opportunity” to experience pressure year around! What about their families,
their personal pursuits, their professional pursuits and their need to be outstanding
educators first and then outstanding coaches? How much energy and how many hours
would this take? Who might be cheated - the students in the academic classroom, the
spouse, the coach’s own children?
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The KSHSAA provides throughout the school year an educationally sound foundation for
our youth school activities programs. Our youth have equitable opportunities to gain
experiences through these programs that blend well with their academic experiences.
Efforts like this HB#2533 are a modern trend that runs contrary to how and why I have
committed my professional life to serve.

Please come visit Baldwin High School anytime - for that matter, visit any school. Get to
know our greatest resources, our youth! Find out what they want. Is it HB#25337
Thank you for your time.




