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MINUTES OF THE SENATE COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC HEALTH AND WELFARE.
The meeting was called to order by Chair Sandy Praeger at 10:00 a.m. on March 12, 1997 in Room 526-8S of the

Capitol.

All members were present except:

Committee staff present: Emalene Correll, Legislative Research Department
Norman Furse, Revisor of Statutes
Jo Ann Bunten, Committee Secretary

Conferees appearing before the committee:

Roger Werholtz, Deputy Secretary, Kansas Department of Corrections
Others attending: See attached list
Hearing on HB 2129 - Licensed masters level psychologists practice requirements

Roger Werholtz, Deputy Secretary, Kansas Department of Corrections, expressed his support for HB 2129
which would amend several statutes concerning the restrictions on the practice of licensed masters level
psychologists in a correctional facility, licensed community mental health center, licensed medical care facility,
psychiatric hospital or any other facility operated by a governmental agency to the same extent as a person directly
employed by those entities. Mr. Werholtz noted that passage of this bill would allow the Department of
Corrections and its contractors to continue to employ masters level psychologists as it has for several years, and if
they are required to employ doctoral level psychologists, approximately $300,000.00 would be required annually
to employ the number of psychologists needed. He also noted in his written testimony that recruitment of doctoral

level psychologists is problematic in Kansas, particularly in the western part of the state. (Attachment 1)

There were no opponents to the bill.

Action on HB 2129

Staftf called attention to several technical changes that needed to be made in the bill, as well as briefing the

Committee on a proposed amendment that would address the concerns of licensure renewal of a masters level
psychologist. Senator Salmans also briefed the Committee on the proposed amendments. (See Attachment 2)

Senator Hardenburger made a motion the Committee adopt the proposed amendments, seconded by Senator
Bleeker. The motion carried.

Staff briefed the Committee on proposed amendments that related to the institutional license of a psychiatrist
under the Healing Arts Act . (See Attachment 3) Larry Buening, Executive Director, Kansas Board of Healing
Arts, also answered questions during Committee discussion related to the impact of the proposed amendments.

Senator Salmans made a motion the Committee adopt the proposed amendments with the clarification that the
amendment would also apply to mental health services, and that staff would draft technical changes that needed to
be made in the bill relating to “licensed” instead of “registered” masters level psychologists, seconded by Senator
Hardenburger. The motion carried.

Staff briefed the Committee on another proposed change in the bill relating to a policy issue that would eliminate
language in the bill that enumerates the various practice locations.

The Chair noted that further action on the bill would be delayed until staff could draft a balloon of the bill showing
the proposed amendments to HB 2129 as well as obtaining comments from Mary Ann Gabel, Executive

Director, Behavioral Sciences Regulatory Board, on how these proposed amendments would work under current
law.

Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at 11:00 a.m.

The next meeting is scheduled for March 13, 1997

Unless specifically noted, the individual remarks recorded herein have not been transcribed
verbatim. Individual remarks as reported herein have not been submitted to the individuais 1
appearing before the committee for editing or corrections.



SENATE PUBLIC HEALTH AND WELFARE COMMITTEE
GUEST LIST

DATE: _ EB—/d-770

NAME REPRESENTING
Koz B L s e Lt g
| Kinderkinedt LKL
.V KA PR ATE Bl
Xgﬂﬂ’//ﬂ? /;//Z'&’/c /4“% Y /f%f;/ Sl Jve .
Qlw ,éZ/ - Lot #yﬁ Sk 1/n ‘041/3/‘/%

H@//KX (>/L/é/ ///4/ rag /ﬁ/%//z e~
ﬂ Loy Soile ™ [ Worwobone  Cho) iylil

v
H%m m/, e X LoV (i ,Q,ﬂz\%/
lﬂ@”\/ ﬁuﬁﬂ/wé By OF HEnupea AT

(7/“/9 5’07’1@?’//@’1 Ko Pt Cluaric. 5@@7/67@
U / Py »/C/C/\&fvt/% \/ssp\( 0 s €S J
7),( C O R, M ’ T ipeheg A5 aile /%eﬁ-_{p o,

| DSk Jome Bkl opifee. (ke oo TI
'1 ///Mué\m 5&%«4&1 v/‘//L/JZoZ/L, :
Ao d( Sy e ey
/LQVR (\eq\, 7 \/(_g, ho
,_M‘MW" A )73“ -/ @M\‘fnﬁ/ 55021/%;'1



SENATE PUBLIC HEALTH AND WELFARE COMMITTEE

GUEST LIST
DATE: _ 2~ /R-97
NAME REPRESENTING
" f J/ //“‘ / /ﬂ # /Qjﬂ 7) oe?( : /Zﬁirza"?/i*/?)
”K LACTAA P )AJQQ A H cou T oW (2!@!/\




KANSAS DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS

A Safer Kansas through Effective Correctional Services

BILL GRAVES, GOVERNOR CHARLES E. SIMMONS, SECRETARY

iz Serving Kansas

LANDON STATE OFFICE BUILDING — 900 SW JACKSON
TOPEKA, KANSAS — 66612-1284
913-296-3317

Testimony Before the Senate Public Health and Welfare Committee
on HB 2129
Roger Werholtz, Deputy Secretary of Corrections
March 12, 1997

The Department of Corrections supports the passage of HB 2129. Current law clearly permits
masters level psychologists credentialed by the Behavioral Sciences Regulatory Board to practice
in licensed community mental health centers, governmental agencies, medical care facilities or
psychiatric hospitals if the psychologist is an employee of those agencies. Additionally, such
psychologists may be employed by the “contract affiliates” of a licensed community mental health
center. The current law, however, is not clear relative to the status of masters level psychologists
employed by a contractor who is performing the same services on behalf of a governmental
agency or health facilities other than a community mental health center. The current statutory
language clearly did not anticipate the current trend toward privatization of many governmental
services. The Department of Corrections’ contractors currently have approximately 25 such
individuals employed by their medical/mental health and sex offender treatment contractors.

Until recently, the Behavioral Sciences Regulatory Board had followed a rather broad
interpretation of K.S.A. 74-5363 and allowed contractors of government agencies to employ
masters level psychologists credentialed by the Board. In a September 9, 1996 meeting the Board
decided to adopt a literal interpretation of the statute and gave notice to all current and
prospective masters level psychologists seeking to be credentialed that unless the statute was
amended, the Board, effective July 1, 1997, would no longer credential masters level
psychologists working for contractors of state agencies.

Passage of this bill will simply allow the Department of Corrections and its contractors to
continue to do business as it has for several years. Failure to pass the bill will have the following
adverse effects:

O If contractors are not permitted to hire masters level psychologists and instead must rely on
doctoral level psychologists to provide services pursuant to contracts with governmental agencies,
the cost of those services will be significantly increased.
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O Recruitment of doctoral level psychologists is problematic in Kansas, particularly in the
western part of the state. Current KDOC contracts require that one Ph.D. level psychologist be on
staff at Larned Correctional Mental Health Facility. Historically it has been difficult to retain one
such psychologist. Recruiting twenty five such individuals would be an extremely difficult task.

O This would create a situation where a member of the public seeking mental health services
through a community mental health center could be treated by a masters level psychologist, but an
inmate in the custody of the Department of Corrections would have to be treated by a doctoral
level psychologist since those services are provided by contract vendors. Such a distinction is
difficult to justify.

In summary, prohibiting the use of masters level psychologists by contractors performing services
for exempt entities would increase the cost of obtaining those services. In some circumstances, a
requirement that services previously provided by masters level psychologists now be performed by
doctoral level psychologists due to the contracting of those services by the governmental entity
would result in the service not being obtained as a result of the unavailability or unwillingness of
doctoral level psychologists to provide the service. HB 2129 extends the ability, now limited to
community mental health centers, to contract for the services of masters level psychologists to all
federal, state, county or municipal agencies or other political subdivisions including the Kansas
Department of Corrections. Passage of this bill would serve the best interests of the department
and the state. The department urges that favorable consideration be given to HB 2129.

s
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Proposed Amendment to HB 2129

Be amended by inserting the following:

Sec. . K.S.A. 1996 Supp. 74-5366 is hereby amended to read
as follows: 74-5366. (a) All licenses shall be effective upon the
date issued and shall expire at the end of 24 months from the
date of issuance.

(b) A license may be renewed by the payment of the renewal
fee and the execution and submission of a signed statement, on a
form provided by the board, attesting that the applicant's
license has been neither revoked nor currently suspendedy--that
the-appiicant-currentiy-meets-the-empioyment-requirements-of-pare
t7y--of--subsection——{by-0f-K-S+Av-74~-5363-and-amendrents-therets
and that the applicant has met the requirements for continuing
education set forth in this act.

(c) The application for renewal shall be made at least 30
days before the date of the expiration of the license.

(d) 1If the application for renewal, including payment of the
required renewal fee, is not made on or before the date of the
expiration of the 1license, the license is void, and no license
shall be reinstated except upon payment of the required renewal
fee, plus a penalty equal to the renewal fee, and proof
satisfactory to the board of compliance with the continuing
education requirements. Upon receipt of such payment and proof,
the board shall reinstate the license, except that no license

shall be reinstated if such payment and proof is received more
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than one year after the date of expiration of the license.

(e) A duplicate license shall be issued by the board upon
receipt of a $20 fee.

(f) A person registered as a masters level psychologist on
December 30, 1996, shall be deemed to be a licensed masters level
psychologist under this act. Such person shall not be required to
file an original application for licensure under this act, but
shall apply to the board for a license in 1lieu of registration
upon payment of the fee set by the board for renewal of license.
Any application for registratién filed but which has not been
granted prior to January 1, 1997, shall be processed as an
application for licensure pursuant to this act. For exchange of
a license in lieu of registration pursuant to this subsection, a
fee not to exceed $100.

(g) The board shall collect a fee not to exceed $100 for
exchange of a 1license in 1lieu of a registration pursuant to
subsection (f).

And by adjusting the repealer and title accordingly.
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Proposed Amendment to HB 2129

Sec. 3. K.S.A. 65-2895 is hereby amended to read as follows:
65-2895. (a) There 1is hereby created a designation of
institutional 1license which may be issued by the board to a
person who is a graduate of an accredited school of the healing
arts or a school which has been in operation for not less than 15
years and the graduates of which have been licensed in another
state or states which have standards similar to Kansas and who is
employed by the department of social and rehabilitation services,
employed by any institution within the department of corrections
or employed pursuant to a contract entered into by the department
of social and rehabilitation services or the department of
corrections with a third party. An applicant for an inétitutional
license shall pass an examination in the basic sciences approved
by the board. The institutional license shall confer upon the
holder the right and privilege to practice that branch of the
healing arts in which the holder of the institutional license is
proficient and shall obligate the holder to comply with all
requirements of such 1license. The practice privileges of
institutional license holders are restricted as follows: The
institutional 1license shall be valid only during the period in
which the holder is empioyed-by--the--department--of--seeciat--and
rehabiiitation--services;——empioyed-by-any-institution-within-the
department—oE—correetions—or——emp}oyed—-p&rsuant-—to——a——contract
entered--into--by--the—-department--ef--social-and-rehabiltitation
servfces—or—the-department-of-correctiens—with—a—thir&-parbyr—and

onky-within—the-instibution—to—which—the—ho}&er——is——assigne& in
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the employ of a Kansas licensed community mental health center,

or one of its contracted affiliates, or a federal, state, county

or municipal agency, or other political subdivision, or a

contractor of a federal, state, county or-ﬁunicipal agency, or

other political subdivision, or a duly chartered educational

institution, or a medical care facility licensed under K.S.A.

65-425 et seq. and amendments thereto, or a contractor of such

educational institution, medical care facility or psychiatric

hospital, and whose practice, in any such employment, is a part

of the duties of such applicant's paid position and is performed

solely on behalf of the employer.

(b) An institutional license shall be valid for a period of
two years after the date of issuance and may be renewed if the
applicant for renewal is eligible to obtain an institutional
license under this section, has successfully completed the
examination required under subsection (a)(3) of K.S.A. 65-2873
and amendments thereto and has submitted evidence of satisfactory
completion of a program of continuing education required by the
board. The board shall require each applicant for renewal of an
institutional license under this section to submit evidence of
satisfactory completion of a program of continuing education
required by the board of licensees of the branch of the healing
arts in which the applicant is proficient.

(c) This section shall be a part of and supplemental to the
Kansas healing arts act.

And by amending the repealer and title accordingly.



