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MINUTES OF THE SENATE COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL RESOURCES.
The meeting was called to order by Chairperson David Corbin at 8:00 a.m. on February 13, 1998 in Room

254-E of the Capitol.

All members were present except: Senator Huelskamp

Committee staff present: Raney Gilliland, Legislative Research Department
Mary Ann Torrence, Revisor of Statutes
Lila McClaflin, Committee Secretary

Conferees appearing before the committee:

Attorney General Carla Stovall

David Pope, Chief Engineer, Director, Water Resources Division, Department of Agriculture
Representative Joann Freeborn

Others attending: See attached list

A motion was made by Senator Tyson with a second by Senator Biggs to adopt the minutes of February 10
and 11. Motion carried.

HCR 5030 - requiring the Attorney General to bring suit against the State of Nebraska to

enforce the provisions of the Republican River Compact.

Chairperson David Corbin showed a video with Larry Steckline Show and Governor Ben Nelson of
Nebraska. The video was a tape from the Larry Steckline Show, KSNTV, Wichita that was broadcasted on
Tuesday, February 10.

Attorney General Stovall said since 1985 the State of Kansas has consistently expressed concern to the State
of Nebraska about their failure to comply with the water allocations under the Republican River Compact. and
their failure to monitor the drilling of new wells and the pumping of existing wells. Nebraska has consistently
refused to admit the pumping of groundwater has an impact on the flow of the Republican River. The
preliminary estimates of depletion of the Republican River Compact seemed to be two to four times the
violations of Colorado in the Arkansas River Compact. The long term implication of a shortage of water
flowing into Kansas threatening the water supplies of cities that depend on it.

David Pope supported the testimony presented by the Attorney General. He said he wanted to reenforce the
fact that Kansas has tried to settle the issue. Mr. Pope distributed a hand out of the Republican River Basin, a
map of the Republican River Basin below Harlan County Reservoir, a chart of Harlan County Reservoir
inflows, and wells in the Republican River Basin (Attachment 1)

Representative Joann Freeborn expressed her support for HCR 5030. She questioned why the Natural
Resource Districts have the authority to issue permits for ground water wells, and why a state would give
authority to a local unit of government that allows them not to abide by the Republican River Compact.

The hearing on HCR 5030 was closed.

The Attorney General and David Pope responded to questions regarding the failure to comply with the
compact, the estimated number of years litigation would take and the estimate dollars needed for litigation.

Senator Morris moved to recommend that HCR 5030 be adopted. Senator Biees seconded the motion. The
Motion Carried.

The meeting adjourned at 9:02 a.m.

The next meeting is scheduled for February 17, 1998.

Unless specifically noted, the individual remarks recorded herein have not been transcribed
verbatim. Individual remarks as reported herein have not been submitted to the individuals l
appearing before the committee for editing or corrections.
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Harlan County Reservoir Inflows

1,000,000

800,000

600,000

Reservoir Inflow (AF)

0_

400,000 | /B

200,000 ||

e e et

TTTTT
1940 1950 1960 ‘ 1970 1980 1990

1935 1945 1955 1965 1975 1985 1995

Total based on Bureau of Reclamation Data



Wells in the Republican River Basin
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