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Date

MINUTES OF THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE.

The joint meeting of the House and Senate Committees on Agriculture was called to order by Senator Stephen
Morris at 12:00 p.m. on April 7, 1999, in Room 313-S of the Capitol.

All members were present except:  Representative Flora - excused
Representative Freebomn - excused
Representative Mollenkamp - excused
Representative Tedder - excused

Committee staff present: Raney Gilliland, Legislative Research Department
Kay Scarlett, Committee Secretary

Conferees appearing before the committee:
Dan Glickman, Secretary, United States Department of Agriculture

Others attending: See attached list

Welcoming remarks and introductions were made by Senator Stephen Morris, Chairman of the Senate
Committee on Agriculture.

Dan Glickman, Secretary, United States Department of Agriculture, addressed the joint committee sharing
his thoughts on current problems in the farm economy. He said that natural disasters and declining foreign
markets have combined to depress farm prices; in addition, record grain production worldwide in 1996, 1997,
and 1998 has created a supply glut that sharply reduced U.S. grain sales overseas, a classic example of supply
and demand.

Secretary Glickman noted that the 1996 Freedom to Farm Act has many good provisions, but its writers did
not envision the decline in farm prices that American farmers have experienced inrecent years. The Secretary
said Congress is looking at ways to deal with the current crisis, but does not want to go back to micro
management of agriculture.

Secretary Glickman answered committee questions concerning the current agricultural crisis and what USDA
is doing to assist the agricultural community. This was Glickman’s first appearance at the Kansas Legislature

since he became agriculture secretary four years ago.

The meeting adjourned at 1:30 p.m.

Unless specifically noted, the individual remarks recorded herein have not been transcribed verbatim. Individual remarks as reported herein have not been submitted
to the individuals appearing before the committee for editing or corrections. Page 1
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