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MINUTES OF THE SENATE UTILITIES COMMITTEE.

The meeting was called to order by Chairperson Senator Stan Clark at 9:30 a.m. on January 10, 2001 in
Room 231-N of the Capitol.

All members were present except: Senator Janis Lee, excused

Committee staff present: Emalene Correll, Legislative Research
Raney Gilliland, Legislative Research
Tom Severn, Legislative Research
Bruce Kenzie, Revisor of Statutes
Lisa Montgomery, Revisor of Statutes
Ann McMorris, Secretary

Conferees appearing before the committee:
Joe White, KCC Utilities Division Director
Larry Holloway, KCC Chief of Energy Operations
Jeff Wagaman, KCC, Executive Director
Janet Buchanan, KCC Chief of Telecommunications

Others attending: See attached list

Kansas Corporation Commission
Tom Day, KCC Public Information Officer, introduced Joe White, new director of the Utilities Division.

Mr. White introduced his senior staff and commented on the work of the Division. (Attachment 1) He
then introduced Larry Holloway, Chief of Energy Operations, who gave a detailed summary of the key
electric and gas dockets contained in pages 16 through 26 of Activities Update of the KCC Utilities
Division, January 2001. (Copies available from KCC.) Following his presentation, the committee asked
questions regarding several of the cases.

Janet Buchanan summarized the cases listed on pages 2 thru 16 of the above mentioned booklet.

Also distributed to the committee was a bound volume entitled “Kansas Electric Utility Information -
2000". Copies of this booklet can be obtained on request from KCC.

Jeff Wagaman, KCC executive director, briefed the committee on the KCC Natural Gas Task Force.
(Attachment 2)

The next meeting of the Senate Utilities Committee will be on January 11, 2001 at 9:30 a.m.
Adjournment.

Respectfully submitted,
Ann McMorris, Secretary

Attachments - 2

Unless specifically noted, the individual remarks recorded herein have not been transcribed verbatim. Individual remarks as reported herein have not been submitted
to the individuals appearing before the committee for editing or corrections. Page 1
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BEFORE THE SENATE UTILITIES COMMITTEE
PRESENTATION OF THE
KANSAS CORPORATION COMMISSION
JANUARY 10, 2001

Thank you Mr. Chairman. I appreciate the opportunity this morning to introduce myself and some
of my senior staff. Iam Joe White, the new Utilities Division Director with the Kansas Corporation
Commission. The Utilities Division has worked very hard this past year. Later, Larry Holloway,
Chief of Energy Operations, and Janet Buchanan, Chief of Telecommunications, will present a brief
review of key dockets completed during the past year.

The Utilities Division is working hard to be prepared for the next generation of regulation. This past
year we were involved with Southwestern Bell’s application to become a provider of interstate

service in Kansas, along with further open access and deregulation of the Telecommunication
Industry of Kansas.

Our staff is continuously reviewing and monitoring the status of electric deregulation across the
country in order for us to be aware of the shortcomings, problems caused and solutions for electric
deregulation, should it ever come to the Kansas Utilities. We were very successful with our efforts,
started in July, with the Natural Gas Task Force. The farsightedness of the Utilities and the KCC
allowed for some aide to be provided to natural gas customers this winter in some parts of Kansas
and hopefully more in the near future.

The Utilities Division staff also were instrumental in two natural gas dockets which will help with
gas pricing in the future and will be of mutual benefit to consumers and the utilities. The first was
Performance Based Rates for Gas Purchasing which is the first step in developing ways to best take
advantage of gas costs on the open market. Second was a Weather Normalization Adjustment which
will flow credits to customers for a colder than normal winter, such as this one.

Finally, the Utilities Division staff will in this next year be completing work on the Western
Resources/Kansas Gas & Electric Rate cases along with the pending sale of the Western Resources
Electric Division to Public Service of New Mexico.

[ now introduce Larry Holloway, Chief of Energy Operations, to give a more detailed summary of
the key electric and gas dockets. Thank you.

Senate Utilities Committee
January 10, 2001
Attachment 1-1



TESTIMONY OF JEFF WAGAMAN

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, KANSAS CORPORATION COMMISSION
JANUARY 10, 2001

TO

SENATE UTILITIES COMMITTEE
HONORABLE STAN CLARK, CHAIRMAN

Thank you Senator Clark and members of the committee. It is a pleasure to speak before
you today and brief you on the Kansas Corporation Commission’s Natural Gas Task Force.

Early last summer we realized the price of natural gas was escalating at alarming rates
and we knew consumers needed to be made aware of these increases. On July 7 the Corporation
Commission convened the first meeting of the Natural Gas Task Force. Initiated by KCC
Chairman, John Wine, the task force was comprised of representatives from the KCC, the natural
gas industry, community groups, and other states agencies. The goals of the task force were to:

*Encourage the conservation of electricity and natural gas
*Prepare/Inform consumers for high winter gas prices
*Promote state agencies programs that will benefit consumers
*Seek new assistance programs

A list of the task force members is attached. The meetings were very productive and the
group put together a list of action items I will summarize in a few moments.

Mr. Chairman, and members of the committee, like you, we’re very concerned and
frustrated with the high cost of natural gas. The deregulation of natural gas by the federal
government began in 1978 and, of course, the KCC cannot do anything about variations in the
actual price of natural gas. However, we do want to educate consumers and help wherever
possible.

Natural gas is an unregulated commodity and therefore the prices may vary because of a
variety of reasons. Currently, there is an increasing demand for natural gas to fuel power plants
combined with an increase in electricity consumption. Most all new generation plants are fueled
by natural gas. Unlike past years, we are experiencing a normal winter with average
temperatures. Until recently, gas prices had been quite low and there had been a decrease n
exploration and production. Additionally, the volumes of gas reserves in storage is lower than
normal. However, there is not a significant risk of widespread shortages.

The price of natural gas is increasing and current market prices have nearly quadrupled
since this time last year. Furthermore, gas may go even higher. Presently, gas is selling for $9-

Senate Utilities Committee
January 11, 2001
Attachment 2-1



11 per MCF. During winter months, residential consumers use an average of 10-20 MCF per
month. Some estimate the average residential natural gas bill, for this winter season, could be
$500.00 higher than last year.

The price a utility pays is passed through to consumers and reflected on the bill as either
Cost of Gas (COG) or Purchased Gas Adjustments (PGA). The utility does not make a profit on
the cost of gas.

As 1 said the Task Force met on July 7, 2000 and after some background briefings they |
identified several tasks:

*Increase public awareness of higher prices through:
*Bill inserts
*Media
*Publications/internet
*Speaking to various community groups

*Encourage conservation measures

*Promote existing programs such as Weatherization Assistance, Low Income Energy
Assistance Program, Project Deserve, Project Warmth, and publicize the KCC “Cold
Weather Rule”

*Brainstorm new program and search for ways to offer financial assistance
*Work to educate community groups such as Red Cross, and area aging offices

*Encourage industry to work with clients to establish flexible payment plans

You may be aware of the “Cold Weather Rule”. The KCC established the CWR in 1983
to insure that Kansans have residential electric and gas service during the winter. The rule
prevents electric and gas utilities from shutting off service for non payment during the freezing
weather. The CWR is in effect November 1 through March 31. Basically, a customer should
call their utility and explain their financial hardship and work out a payment schedule. They will
pay one-twelfth of the total amount over the next 11 months. They also need to apply for any
available federal, state, and local funds.

Another important partner in informing the public has been the media. I am pleased with
the good coverage the press has given this issue. Attached are several newspaper articles that
have been written about high natural gas prices. Unfortunately, there have been too many
articles with headlines such as, “Gas Prices Hit Record High”. The KCC plans to continue to
warn consumers about prices and our efforts to partner with the media has been positive.

Thankfully, the Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) has received

additional funding from the federal government. Govemor Graves has been proactive to seek
more federal dollars for this program. LIHEAP will help economically qualifying customers.
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This program is administered by SRS and in 2000, SRS paid out about 9 million dollars to
26,000 Kansas households.

On January 2, 2001 the KCC approved a new plan targeting low-income customers who
do not qualify for other energy assistance programs. Under the plan, the American Red Cross
will identify 7,500 qualifying Kansas Gas Service Company (KGS) customers, prior to March
31, 2001. For those qualifying customers, the Cost of Gas will be reduced by 50 percent on bills
issued between January 2, 2001 and June 30, 2001. Once on the program, customers must
maintain their account in good standing by meeting their monthly payment obligations. The cost
of this program is estimated at $3 million and will be funded by a portion of the Kansas ad
valorem tax refund. Chairman Wine has commended Kansas Gas Service for their new and
creative program.

In addition, the KCC has approved immediate release of approximately $5.6 million of
Kansas ad valorem tax refund money to be credited to all residential and general service (small
commercial) customers of KGS. This credit will be issued through the Cost of Gas component
on February natural gas bills and will amount to a savings of approximately $12 - $14 for most
residential customers.

The Kansas ad valorem tax refund is the result of many years of litigation and action by
the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC). During the 1970s and ‘80s natural gas
producers were allowed to pass on the cost of ad valorem taxes. These costs were passed
through the supply pipeline to consumers. As a result of the FERC action, natural gas producers
are required to refund the amount of the taxes passed through to the end user. While the
litigation is not yet complete, the KCC thought it prudent to immediately release the majority of
the dollars currently being held in escrow to moderate escalating gas bills.

To date, we are pleased with the direction the task force has taken. I realize that for some
consumers, especially those who are mid to lower middle incomes that higher gas prices will be a
hardship and our efforts may not be enough. We can only continue the good work of the private
sector, industry, and government on this task force and help consumers as much as is possible.

Thank you and I’m open for questions about the Natural Gas Task Force.



TASK FORCE ON NATURAL GAS PRICES

MEMBERS

Mike Hammond
Department on Aging
503 S. Kansas
Topeka, KS 66603

Sandra Hazlett

Director of Economic and Employment Support

SRS - DSOB - 6" Floor
915 S. W. Harrison
Topeka, KS 66612-1570

Steve Johnson

Kansas Gas Service

P. O. Box 25957

Shawnee Mission, KS 66225

Tina Labellarte

Red Cross

1221 S. W. 17" Street
Topeka, KS 66604

J.C. Long

Utilicorp

820 Quincy, Suite 220-B
Topeka, KS 66612

Jim Ludwig

Senior Director Regulatory
Western Resources

818 South Kansas Avenue
Topeka, KS 66612

Susan Mahoney

Office of the Governor
Statehouse - Room 252-E
Topeka, KS 66612

Randy Speaker

Kansas Department of Commerce & Housing
700 S. W. Harrison, Suite 1300

Topeka, KS 66603-3712

Mary Torrence

Legislative Research Department
State Capitol - 5" Floor

Topeka, KS 66612

Robert Krehbiel

105 S. Broadway
Suite 500

Wichita, KS 67202

Jim Bartling

Greeley Gas Company
730 North Ridgeview
Olathe, Kansas 66061

Ken Peterson

Kansas Petroleum Council
800 S.W. Jackson - Suite 1005
Topeka, KS 66612

KCC Staff Members

Jeff Wagaman
Executive Director

Larry Holloway
Chief of Energy Operation

John Cita, Phd
Chief of Economic Policy &
Planning

Walker Hendrix
Citizens’ Utility Ratepayer Board



AVAILABLE ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS
For Housing and Energy Related Needs of Kansas Citizens

SERVICE/PROGRAM

AGENCY/ORGANIZATION

PHONE NO.

AREA SERVED

Kansas Housing Hotline
(general information on housing
assistance programs)

Energy Extension Service

(no cost & low cost energy

efficiency information)

Low Income Energy Assistance Program
(LIEAP - assistance with utility bills)

Weatherization Program
(assistance to weatherize homes)

Project Deserve (Red Cross)
(assistance with utility bills)

Project Deserve
(assistance with utility bills)

Choice Program
Custom Care
Older Americans Act

Environmental Modification
(miscellaneous assistance)

Mid America Assistance Coalition
(miscellaneous assistance)

Warm Hearts
(miscellaneous assistance)

ECKAN (Dollar Aid)
(miscellaneous assistance)

Housing & Neighborhood Dev. Office
(miscellaneous assistance)

KS Department of Commerce & Housing

Kansas State University

KS Dept. of Social & Rehabilitation Services

KS Department of Commerce & Housing

Kansas Capital Area Chapter

Douglas County Red Cross Chapter

Riley County Chapter

Geary County Chapter

Midway-Kansas Chapter
(Note: serves Sedgwick, Sumner, Harper,
Harvey & KingmanGounties)

Northern Cowley County Chapter

Pioneer Chapter

Pioneer Chapter

Catholic Community Services
Army Emergency Relief

Kansas Department of Aging
Kansas Department of Aging
Kansas Department of Aging

Kansas Department of Aging

Kansas City

Various Social Agencies

East Central KS Economic Opportunity Corp.

City of Lawrence

800-752-4422

800-578-8898

800-432-0043

785-296-2262

785-234-0568
785-843-3550
785-537-2180
785-238-3163
316-268-0800

316-221-1220
316-251-1050
316-331-0600

913-621-3445
785-239-9435

785-296-5222

785-296-5222

785-296-5222

785-296-5222

816-561-3339

785-842-0440

785-841-3357
785-242-7515
316-364-8223
913-294-5130
785-828-3535
785-448-3670
316-342-4607

785-832-3114

statewide
statewide

statewide
statewide

Shawnee Co.
Douglas Co.
Riley Co.
Geary Co.
see note

Winfield
Coffeyville
Independence

Wyandotte Co.
Ft. Riley

statewide
statewide
statewide

statewide
Kansas City area
Douglas Co.

Douglas Co.
Franklin Co.
Coffey Co.
Miami Co.
Osage Co.
Anderson Co.
Lyon Co.

Lawrence
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Public Benefit Programs for Ratepayers in Need in Kansas

LIEAP - SRS receives an annual amount of money from the federal government
that they distribute once a year to needy customers
- this is the only program in Kansas that covers every county in the state
- SRS pays the utility directly or writes two party checks to pay for the
needy customer’s utility bills
- SRS paid out $ 9,281,106 to cover utility bills for 26,143 households in
Kansas in the 2000 fiscal year

Project Deserve - customers can donate through the “Dollar Checkoff Program™

- the utilities also donate to this fund

- Red Cross, Catholic Community Services, and Army Emergency Relief

administers the program in various communities in Kansas

- only for the handicapped or elderly

- recipients can only get two payments per year to pay utility bills

- Project Deserve has paid out $ 435,470 to cover utility bills for 2,733
customers in Kansas through October for the calendar year 2000

Weatherization - Kansas Department of Commerce and Housing administers the program
for DOE
- funding 1s from the federal govermment
- Kansas funding for the 2000-2001 fiscal year 1s $1,703,713
- 631 customers in Kansas received benefits from this program i 1999

Heat Share - administered by the Salvation Army in partnership with utilities
- funded through voluntary contributions made by ratepayers
- funds are distributed in the county in which they are received
- $13,197 was paid out to 149 recipients in the fiscal year ended
September 2000
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For more information contact:

- Rosemary Foreman, Director of Public Affairs
ews e ease Phone 785.271.3140 Fux 785.271.3111
wavw.kee. state.ks.us

Kansas Corporation Commisg'ﬂer Céég@%%@mmoﬁoad Topeka, Kansas 66604-4027

_ Release No. 01-01
B e Docket No. 99-KGSG-477-GIG
01-KGSG-494-TAR
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KCC approves programs to help reduce energy costs

TOPEKA, Kansas, January 2, 2001 — The Kansas Corporation Commission (KCC) today announced
the approval of two programs which will help minimize the impact of escalating natural gas bills for
customers of the Kansas Gas Service Company (KGS).

The KCC approved a plan targeting low-income customers who do not qualify for other energy
assistance programs. Under the plan, the American Red Cross will identify 7,500 qualifying KGS
customers, prior to March 31, 2001. For those qualifying customers, the Cost of Gas will be reduced
by 50 percent on bills issued between January 2, 2001 and June 30, 2001. Once on the program,
customers must maintain their account in good standing by meeting their monthly payment
obligations. KGS is currently working with the Red Cross to develop specific program guidelines
to 1dentify qualifying customers. The cost of this program is estimated at $3 million and will be
funded by a portion of the Kansas ad valorem tax refund

“T commend KGS for proposing a creative program such as this to address the extreme hardship
natural gas prices are imposing on consumers,” said John Wine, KCC Chair, “particularly those
households operating on a limited income, but not qualifying for other energy assistance programs.”

In addition, the KCC has approved immediate release of approximately $5.6 million of Kansas ad
valorem tax refund money to be credited to all residential and general service (small commercial)
customers of KGS. This credit will be issued through the Cost of Gas component on February

natural gas bills and will amount to a savings of approximately $12 - $14 for most residential
customers.

The Kansas ad valorem tax refund is the result of many years of litigation and action by the Federal
Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC). During the 1970s and ‘80s natural gas producers were
allowed to pass on the cost of ad valorem taxes. These costs were passed through the supply pipeline
to consumers. As a result of the FERC action, natural gas producers are required to refund the
amount of the taxes passed through to the end user. While the litigation is not yet complete, the
KCC thought it prudent to immediately release the majonty of the dollars currently being held in
escrow to moderate escalating gas bills.

- kee -
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B Heating bills

A really hot | 1ssue

ecord cold has put the heat on
R public and private agencies to

help Americans with their
heating bills this winter.

The Clinton administration says it
has released $850 million in low-
income energy assistance money,
including $300 million the president
announced just last Saturday.

The Kansas Corporation Commis-
sion has stepped up to the plate, too,
with two programs approved on
Tuesday to get us through the win-
ter. The first program will give $5.6
million in credits to residential and
small commercial customers of Kan-
sas Gas Service. Most customers will
receive credits of up to $14 on their
February bills.

The second program, to be admin-
istered by the Kansas Capital Area
Chapter of the American Red Cross,
will provide 50 percent reductions
on the gas bills of up to 7,500 low-
income customers.

Help is available at the state and
local levels in both the public and
private sectors. The state Depart-
ment of Social and Rehabilitation

m Help! If the low
temperatures don’t get you,
the high bilis might!

Services offers federally funded low-
income utility assistance each year;
the application period runs through
March. And local agencies con-
nected through the Emergency Aid
Council offer various types and lev-
els of utility assistance: Let’s Help,

- the Salvation Army, Breakthrough

House, Doorstep, Project Deserve
and the Red Cross.

Folks will need all that help and
more. Gas prices this month are
based on $8.68 per 1,000 cubic feet —
about double last year’s price. And
this winter is also much colder:
December was one of the area’s
coldest months on record, and Tues-
day’s low of 10 degrees below zero
was the mercury’s four-year low
point.

If all the above help isn’t enough,
we have to stand ready to do more. If
the low temperatures don't get you,
the high cost of heating just might.

9-§



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE CONTACT: Tina Labellarte
January 3, 2001 Executive Director
(785) 234-0568

AMERICAN RED CROSS RECEIVES GRANT
TO HELP KANSANS WITH THEIR UTILITIES

TOPEKA, KS - The American Red Cross in Kansas announces the receipt of a $750,000 grant
from the ONEOK Foundation, Inc., headquartered in Tulsa, Oklahoma. The grant will help low-
income Kansans manage extraordinary winter expenses.

"We are most grateful to the ONEOK Foundation for responding to the needs of the
working poor and people on fixed incomes who have been hard-hit by the coldest winter in
recent years," said Tina Labellarte, executive director of the Kansas Capital Area Chapter in

Topeka, which will administer the grant on behalf of Kansas' more than 30 Red Cross chapters.

In addition to thanking ONEOK Foundation for its generous gift, Labellarte credited the
leadership of the Kansas Corporation Commission (KCC), for creating the Natural Gas Price
Task Force in July 2000, which brought together the natural gas utility industry, community
groups and state agencies. "They started the ball rolling in finding creative solutions," she said.

In addition to providing assistance to Kansans through the grant from the ONEOK
Foundation, the American Red Cross will be working with Kansas Gas Service Company (KGS)
on a program approved by KCC yesterday. The American Red Cross will "qualify" up to 7,500
customers for a 50 percent reduction on gas bills. Applications will be accepted between
February 1 and March 31, 2001. KGS bills for service from January 2 through June 30, 2001
will be credited for qualified customers.

MORE
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ADD ONE
RED CROSS HELPS KANSANS

The cost of this program is estimated at $3 million and will be funded by a portion of the
Kansas ad valorem tax refund. "We're impressed with the commitment and creativity of KGS
staff in creating this innovative program," Labellarte said.

The new program is designed to reach those living at between 130% and 200% of
poverty and not receiving other utility assistance. Final, detailed guidelines and applications will
be available by February 1. More information will be available from local Red Cross chapters Ior
by contacting the Kansas Capital Area Chapter at 1221 SW 17" Street, Topeka, 66604 or (785)
234-0568.

The American Red Cross also administers Project Deserve, a 19-year-old, statewide
utility assistance program. Project Deserve is primarily funded by donations from customers of
KPL, KGE, KGS and Greeley Gas Company. Gifts from the Western Resources Foundation and
the ONEOK Foundation support the project, as well. Project Deserve serves individuals who are
disabled and those who are 60 years of age and older. Applications are accepted year around.

"From tornadoes to floods to fires, the American Red Cross has provided emergency
assistance in Kansas for more than 100 years," said Jeri Sorenson, chairman of the board of the
Kansas Capital Area Chapter. "We are proud to be a leader in emergency services, able to work

with the utility industry and KCC to find new ways to help Kansans with this winter's crisis."

STOP



Volatile market
causes trading
to halt for an hour

By STEVE EVERLY %
The Kansas City Star, "-.&.__L

Natural gas prices posted another
record Monday, hitting levels that
are more than triple the prices of a
year ago.

Gas prices were so volatile that on
the New York Mercantile

where the fuel is traded for future.

delivery, they triggered a one-hour
trading halt. Under a previously
agreed-to plan, trading is halted
when prices rise 75 cents per 1,000
cubic feet of gas.

“I've never seen trading halted
like this,” said one trader. “It’s hard
to think that this move is over just

The exchange saw prices for nat-
ural gas to be delivered next month
rise more than $1 in the moming.
They eased slightly later in the day
and closed up 76 cents at $7.43 per
1,000 cubic feet. :

Wholesale markets offering gas
for immediate delivery saw prices
rise as well. The average price in the
Midwest rose 84 cents, closing at
$7.41 per 1,000 cubic feet. A year

STATE CORPORATION COMMIS”
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JEFFREY S. WAGAMAN
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Natural gas prices hit another record

Midwest natural gas prices

Index average in dollars per thousand cubic feet

oo

June July

Sept.

Aug. Oct. Nov. Dec.
GENTRY MULLEN/The Kansas City Sta
ago, the wholesale price was $2.17..  are in good shape,” said a spokes-
The surge in prices was sparked woman for the American Gas Asso-
by a report that temperatures in the  ciation in Washington.
Midwest and Northeast will be low- Both Kansas Gas Service and
er than normal in the next few days. ~ Missouri Gas Energy said Monday's

The markets were already skittish
after a report that the amount of gas
in storage was down last week. -

The American Gas Association,
which compiles the storage report,
continues to assert that there is a
sufficient supply of gas, even as
traders continue to use the figures
to help explain the volatility.

“We believe that the gas utilities

ACS

spike would not affect customers

much immediately. A majority of

their gas is purchased in contracts
that are priced at the end of the
month.

. But if the spike in prices contin-
ues until then, consumers can ex-
pect to pay more to heat their
homes. Natural gas is used more to

heat homes in the Midwest than:

)3~ 5-00

any other fuel.

Before Monday'’s rise in prices,
the average natural gas customer
could have expected to pay $300 to
$350 more this winter. That figure
will exceed $400 if prices stay at
current levels and there is a normal
winter, The average customer is ex-
pected to use 90,000 cubic feet of
gas this winter, according to the
federal Energy Information Ad-
ministration.

David Sommerer, manager of the
gas procurement division at the
Missouri Public Service Commis-
sion, said regulators were stepping
up their review of how utilities
bought gas this winter to see
whether they had been prudent in
getting the best prices possible.

Among the issues that will be re-
viewed, Sommerer said, is the deci-
sion by Missouri Gas Energy not to
hedge prices this winter. A hedge is
a financial device that can cushion
against price spikes.

Missouri Gas decided not to
hedge prices after state regulators
said it wasn't necessary to approve
the hedging. Company officizls said
the lack of approval made it uncer-
tain that they could recover their
hedging costs.

To reach Steve Everly, call
(816} 234-4455 or send e-mail to-

severfy@kcstar.com.
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Natural-Gas Prices Jump as Mercury Fallis

COMMODITIES ,
By PeTik:A. McKay

Staff Reporter of THE WALL STREET JOURNAL
Natural-gas prices, which already had
beeq rising all year, shot up 11.4% to an
all-time high at the New York Mercantile
Exchange yesterday in reaction to cold
weather in the Northeast and forecasts of
more to come.
_ For consumers, the price surge—put-
ting natural gas at more than triple the
year-ago level—could show up in home-
heating bills soon.

Evaq those who use heating oil could
see an increase, analysts say; some cus-
tomers may begin substituting heating oil
for gas if the latter remains expensive and
trigger a run-up in heating oil. That could
occur despite a drop in the price of crude
oil, from which heating oil is refined. Yes-

.terda_y. the natural-gas rally buoyed heat-
ing-oil prices by 3.8%, or 3.76 cents per
gallon, to $1.0084.
) In some ways, improbably, natural gas
is rallying as a New Economy play. De-
mand for natural gas has increased in re-
cent years in part because of the in-
creasgd_ use of computers, which require
electnmty, often from gas-fired power
plants.__ '.ifhat has been depleting reserves
and drmng up prices by a total of 218.9%,
or more than $5, since a year ago.
After_yes‘terday‘s trading, in which Jan-
uary-delivery gas prices on the Nymex
leapt 76 cents to $7.433 per million British
thermal units, some analysts openly specu-
lated that the country's depleted gas
stores may soon hit zero. Without that
cushion, consumers' monthly bills would
be exposed to the slightest fluctuations in
the wholesale market~where prices don’t

seem to be declining soon.

_"The panic hit today” in the markets,
said aqalyst Phil Flynn, of Alaron Trading
Corp. in Chicago. “This market kind of
snuck up on us. If you go back three years,
it looked like we had enough gas to last
forever.”

The market was so harried yesterday
that Nymex announced an across-the-
bogrd one-third increase in its margin re-
quirements to trade natural gas, effective
with tonight’s after-hours trading. In the
market, margin is the portion of a con-
tract’s value that must be on deposit to
gparantee a trade; exchanges raise mar-
gins when markets gyrate.

The so-called cash market for natural
gas, or the off-exchange price for immedi-
ate use, has been even more volatile in
some areas, especially in energy-strapped

Please Turn to Page C21, Column I

Natural-Gas Prices Jump
As Temperatures Drop

COMMODITIES

Continued From Page CI
California, where it hit $20 per million
BTUs yesterday.

“At this point, the gas price is so high

that we're technically in no man’s land,”

said analyst John Kilduff, of Fimat USA Inc.

The run-up may have started in late
June when prices hit a themall-time high of
$4.686 per million BTUs, nostly from de-
mand for gas to generate electricity for air
conditioning, Mr. Kilduff said.

It was the first time that natural g4s had
hit such a high in the summer, and analysts
said it signaled a fundamental shift away
from gas's traditional importance as a com-
modity primarily for winter heating.

Now that winter is approaching fast,
prices are soaring, in large part because of
unusually low storage rates. As of Nov. 24,
the American Gas Association estimated
that there was 2.502 trillion cubic feet of gas
in storage, about 11% lower than the five-
vear average for that date.

The focus on natural is a switch from
lasl winter, when a heating oil was in the
spotlight. Then, a crude-driven heating-oil
price spike triggered a congressional out-
cry and consumer accusations of refiner
price-gouging (no wrongdoing was ever
found). Crude prices, which also have heen
sparing. though not as much as natural
eas, fell §2 cents yesterday at Nymex, to
$31.23 4 barrel.

After yesterday's buying, many ana-
lysts expected natural-gis prices o fluctu-
ale in the coming day largely on weather
news. including a possible drop in the com-
ing days if temperatures don’t remain low.

“I don’t know if the market's that strong

to maintain what happened today without
the weather cooperating.” said Derek 5.
van Eck, president of Van Eck Global.

Nymex natural-gas margins increased
to $10,000 per contract for clearing meii-
bers; $11,000 per contract for nonclearing
members; and $13,500 for nonmembers.
One Nymex contract covers 10 billion cubic
feet of natural gas, which is worth $74.330
according to yesterday's prices.

In other markets yesterday:

PLATINUM: Prices on the New York
Mercantile Exchange surged to new and
long-term highs on fears that Russian de-
liveries would be delayed for a fifth consec-
utive year in 2001. December palladium
rose $40.40 to $878.50 a troy ounce on light
trading, while January platinum made a
13-year high of $622.10 an ounce, up $10.10
from Friday. Although car makers and
electronics manufacturers were said by
traders to be buying ahead of anticipated
shortages early next year, market domina-
tion by speculative funds raised the con-
cern that funds were merely fanning anxi-
ety over Russian shipment delays to en-
courage industrial users to add to invento-
ries and buy from funds.

ORANGE JUICE: Frozen concentrate
orange juice concentrate prices surged on
the New York Cotton Exchange division of
the New York Board of Trade on worries
that an early freeze could hit Floridi's or-
ange groves. The January contract leapt
7.1 cents to 86.3 cents a pound. “"What peo-
ple are focusing on is not so much what's
happening, but what may happen.” said
Joel Burgio, 4 senior agricultural meteorol-
ogist with Weather Services Corp. in Lex-
ington, Mass.

— David Bogostawr and Enza Tedesco
contributed to this article.
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High natural-gas prices
may soon be rising again

. By STEVE EVERLY
The Kansas City Star

The bad news about natural-gas
Prices is about to get worse,

Wholesale gas prices have soared
the past three weeks, but there was
still a chance that most consumers
wouldn't be affected by that spike if
prices declined substantially by the
end of the month. That’s when util-
ities calculate most of their gas
costs for January;,

But instead of diving back down,
wholesale prices have declined on-
ly slightly and remain near record
highs. One of the coldest Decem-
bers on record and the higher gas
costs, which utilities usually can
Ppass through to consumers, mean
monthly heating bills coyld top

for an average household,

In Kansas, where utilitie can ad-
just their customers’ cost-of-gas

charges monthly, utilities including
Kansas Gas Service and Greeley
Gas Co. plan to start Ppassing along
the higher costs as early as next
week. And utilities in Missouri,
where the cost of gas normally
would not be adjusted until April,
could apply for emergency increas-
es in January,

The December spike in prices
has put more urgency into finding
money to help people who struggle
in paying their heating bills. The
newest initiative is a Kansas Gas
Service proposal that would pay
roughly 40 percent of heating costs
for about 7,500 customers who
don' qualify for other aid.

“It's a serious situation, and we
have concemns abouyt how cus-
tomers will pay these bills,” said
Steve Johnson, a spokesman for

-

See GAS, A-6
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GAS: Utilities get ready to pass along r

Continued from A-1
Kansas Gas Service.

Both Greeley Gas Co. and Kansas
Gas Service have already filed with
state regulators to increase the cost-
of-gas part of the bill, which in-
cludes the wholesale gas price plus
transportation and storage costs.
The cost of gas is more than double
what it was a year ago.

The increases, if regulators ap-
prove, will begin showing up in bills
next month. Kansas Gas, if state
regulators approve, will boost the
cost-of-gas part of the bill from
$7.14 in December to $8.68 per
thousand cubic feet.

The average consumption for an
average household this winter is ex-
pected to be about 120,000 cubic
feet. It could be more if colder-
than-normal weather persists.

Greeley Gas customers will see
the cost of gas increase from $5.68
to $8.84 per thousand cubic feet.
The figures for both utilities would
have been even higher if, like other
utilities, they hadn't bought some
gas at a lower price and stored it for
use this winter.

Missouri utilities aren't allowed to
change prices each month, but they
still will eventually recapture all of
their higher costs. The next adjust-
ment was scheduled for April, but
the recent run-up in prices means
Missouri utilities have the option to
ask for an emergency increase in
their cost-of-gas charge.

A spokesman for Missouri Gas
Energy said the utility would decide

within two weeks whether to exer-
cise the option, and for how much.

“There is a good possibility we'll
have to increase” the cost of gas,
said Paul Snider, the spokesman.
“Prices are higher than anyone ex-
pected.”

None of this talk is likely to please
utility customers, who are already
reeling from gas bills that often are
twice what they were a year ago.

“It’s all so irritating to me,” said
Dan Collins of Lee’s Summit. T just
feel there’s a ripoff somewhere.”

State regulators are reporting a
rising number of calls about gas
prices. The Kansas Corporation
Commission is getting about 50 a
day.

“Some are just plain scared about
how they are going to pay them,”
said Rosemary Foreman, a spokes-
woman for the Kansas Corporation
Comumission.

Analysts were convinced as early
as last summer that heating bills
would be higher than normal this
winter. But the recent gas prices of
$10 per thousand cubic feet —
about four times the wholesale
prices of a year ago — weren't ex-
pected.

The colder-than-normal weather
has drawn down gas supplies suffi-
ciently-that traders react quickly to
any changes that affect demand.
Prices for February deliveries of gas
were changing rapidly Thursday
before closing at $9.26 per thou-
sand cubic feet.

Heating bills have also soared be-
cause of colder conditions, which

Information

M For more information or to
enroll in an average or level
payment plan, call your gas utility.
The plans spread your gas
payments over the year.

Greeley Gas Co.
1-(888) 442-1313

Kansas Gas Service
1-(800) 794-4780

Missouri Gas Energy
(816) 756-5252

Missouri Public
Service/EnergyOne
1-(800) 303-0752

B Energy experts estimate that
consumers can cut their gas bills
as much as 40 percent by
insulating, caulking and using
other energy-conservation
techniques. One of the most
effective ways to save on heating
costs is to turn down the
thermostat.

M For information about energy
conservation, call the
Metropolitan Energy Center in
Kansas-City at (816) 531-7283.

The Kansas City Star

for many customers has doubled
the amount of gas they’re using.
WeatherData Inc. of Wichita said
this month was on track to be the
second-coldest December in the
Kansas City area since record keep-
ing began in the late 19th century.

ecord costs

And the forecast is for January termn-
peratures to be lower than normal.

Regulators and consumer watch-
dogs also have questioned how well
the utilities prepared for this winter
and how aggressively they shopped
for good deals on gas, since they
can pass gas costs along to cus-
tomers. :

Walker Hendrix, counsel for the
Citizens' Utility Ratepayer Board in
Topeka, said he expected to see
more pressure on regulators to ex-
amine the purchasing practices of
utilities and the workings of the en-
ergy markets. But for now, the focus
is on simply finding ways to help
those who won't be able to pay their
heating bills.

“We have an extenuating situa-
tion,” Hendrix said.

A Kansas Gas Service proposal, .

which state regulators could rule on
within a week, would help about
7,500 customers who will have
trouble paying their gas bills.

The utility has told regulators it
would donate $750,000 to a fund. In
addition, about $3 million would be
obtained by tacking onto customer
bills a charge of about 5 cents per
thousand cubic feet of gas used.

The fund would be administered
by the American Red Cross chapter
in Topeka.lt would benefit con-
surners who aren't eligible for feder-
al heating aid and don't receive aid
from Project Deserve, a program
that helps the elderly and disabled,
said Tina Labellarte, executive di-
rector of the American Red Cross in
Topeka.

Still rising

The wholesale price of gas plus its
transportation and storage, which is
called the “cost of gas" or “purchased
gas adjustment” on your gas bill, has
climbed steadily this year for all gas
utilities. Here are the cost-of-gas
charges for Kansas Gas Service per
thousand cubic feet.

1999 Dec. *
2000 lan.
Feb.
March
April 1%
May
June
Aug.
Sept,
Oct, #é *
Nov. i,

Dec. { el 18
2001 Jan. $8.68"*
*Still needs regulatory approval.
Source: Kansas Gas Service

The Kansas Clty Star

Under the proposal before the
Kansas Corporation Commission, a
family of four with an income of
$34,000 could qualify for aid. The
benefit would be a credit of 50 per-
cent of the cost-of-gas portion of
their gas bill.

“It’'s a great partnership between a
nonprofit group and a private busi-
ness,” Labellarte said. 5

To reach Steve Everly, call
(816) 234-4455 or send e-mail to
severly@kcstar.com
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' Incentives to Burn

How Federal Policies,

Industry Shifts Created
A Natural-Gas Crunch
Low Prices, Clean-Air Efforts

Stoked Fuel's Popularity
But Not Its Production

A ‘Hamster Wheel’ inthe Gulf

For 15 vears, American policy makers
have embraced natural gas as the fuel of
the future, touting its many virtues: clean-
burning, cheap and seemingly plentiful
right here at home.

But when consumers across the coun-
try open their December heating bills this
montl. many are likely to face a shock:
natural-gas rates as much as 50% higher
than a year ago. What happened?

The answer is deceptively simple. Over
muchof the past decade and it hall. the mar-
ket and the federal government have given

By Wall Street Journal stuff reporters
Alexel Barrionuevo in Houston, Joln
J. Fialka in Washington und Rebeccu
Smith in Los Angeles.

|

energy customers plenty of incentives to
use natural gas. At the same time. they
have offered the oil and gas industry little
encouragement to produce more.

Federal efforts to promnte clean air
and U.S. energy independence have fed a
surge in demand, in part by creating an
expanding market for natural gas among
the nation's electrical ulilities. Mean-
while, ¢hanges in the shape of the domes-
tic oil and gas industry and other fac-
tors—including a tremendous oil-price
crash just two vears ago—have sharply
curtailed .8, oil and gas exploration,
bringing little new gas into the pipeline.
As a result, the [I.5. now consumes more
natural gas than it supplies. relying on
Canada to make up most of the difference.

The nation’s record-long economic ex-
pansion, the accompanying surge in energy
consumption, and cold winter weather over
muchof the U.S. have thrown the imbalance
intostark relief. On the futures market, nat-
ural gas for delivery next month is trading
at more than $8 per million British thermal
units, nearly quadruple its year-earlier
price of $2.17 per million BTUs, a rally so
steep it startles even thuse accustomed to
the enerey market's wild svrations.

The situation now facing consumers is
a classic supply squeeze that won't abate
this winter and may persist for many
winters to come. Get ready for “a decade-
long problem,” says Matthew Simmons,
president of Houston investment bank Sim-
mons & Co. Mr. Simmons, an industry ana-
lyst who has long warned of an impending
natural-gas crisis, says it's even poten-
tially worse than the oil shocks of 1973
and 1979. That's because in addition to
heating about 53% of American homes.
natural gas is also being used to gener-
ate about 16% of the country's electric-
ity—a percentage that is still growing.

Some Insulation

Many of the U.S.'s biggest natural-gas
consumers—including utilities, steelmak-
ers and chemical producers—buy most of
their gas under long-term contracts that in-
sulate them from some of the cash market's
day-to-day volatility. But in California.
where natural gas powers many electricity
plants and state rules until recently banned
electricity producers from huying on the fu-
tures market, the cash price of pgas has
risen. though fleetingly, to as high as 60 per
million BTUs. The-soaring prices are con-
tributing to the meltdown of California’s
electricity market.

The effects of the higher prices are al-
ready beginning to filter through the econ-
omy. Home and office heating bills are on
the rise, as are electricily costs in states
such as California that have at least pur-
tially deregulated their electricity markets
Kaiser Aluminum Corp.. hased in Houston,
recently luid off 550 people in Washington
state after it determined that it could make
more money there by reselling its energy
supplies than it could producing aluminum.

Since natural gas is a critical raw mate-
rialin making products ranging from fertil-
izer to plastics to synthetic fibers, high gas
prices could eventually translate into
higher prices for food and manufactured
goods. That could add to inflation at home
and put U.S. exporters at a disadvantage.

Seasonal Relief

No one expects natural-gas prices
stay quite so high after the winter
months are over. One gauge of market
expectations, early hidding on New York
Mercantile Exchange gas-futures con-
tracts for delivery months from now, indi-
cates that gas prices probably will drop
to $5.50 by May but will remain above $5
through the end of 2001.

That's still well above the S2- 1o $3-per-
million-BTU price range that natural gas
mostly has hovered within since 1955
vear Washington began its ag: :
drive to decontrol the interstate transpor-
tion of gas and open up a huge new
national market for the domestically pro-
duced fuel.

Back then, natural-gas producers usu-
ally sold their gas to pipeline companies.
who transported it across the country
and resold it to local gas utilities and
other big customers. That gave the pipe-
line operdtors a lot of power in the mar-
ketplace.

To tip the power balance away linm the
pipeline middlemen and toward cunsum-
ers and producers, the tederal government
ordered the pipeline comipanies to hecome
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ow Federal Policies and Industry Shifts Fueled a
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“open access” carriers. essentially foreing
them to transport any gas a customer
wanted to ship. including gas purchased
from a competing supplier. In 1992, the
government forced most pipelines to aban-
don the business of buying and selling gas
and to serve solely as transportation pro-
viders. That let customers. including pro-
ducers, gas marketers and retail distribu-
tors. shop around for gas. And it effec-
tively allowed them to huy pipeline space
or resell it as needed. thereby reducing
their costs.

The idea was to give gas producers
direct access o the market and to create
competition that would hold down prices
for the consumer. Sure enough. natural-
gas prices dropped. The American Gas
Association, a Washington, D.C.. trade
group. calculates that in inflation-ad-
justed terms. natural-gas prices fell 25%
between 1985 and 1999,

Low prices turned out to be a boon for
consumers but a nightmare for producers.
Marketers emerged as a new breed of mid-
dlemen that took more profits without boost-
ing gas production. “While the costs were
ooing down 1o the consumer, they weren't
«oing down all that much to the producer,
even though he was making the long-term
investment,” says Raymond Plank. chair-
man and chief executive nf Apache Corp.. a
Houston-based energy exploration and pro-
dnction company. “ltwasa strong deterrent
for our industry™ to drill or prodice maore.

The narrower margins forced some pro-
ducers out of business and encouraged oth-
ers (0 consolidate in a bid ta reduce their
cnsts and make themselves movre attractive
10 \Wall Street. Most strugeling gas produc-
ars found they couldn’t simply halt produc-
ton from existing wells and wint for better
prices. Thev needed o keep drilling just to
maintain their cash flows, to meet payrolls
and bank commitments.

Crackdown on Coal

In 1993, as part of a plan to expand
the use of natural gas. the Clinton Admin-
istration cracked down on sources of ur-
ban smog. The Environmental Protection
Awency launched a broad regulatory as-
sault nn coal-fired power plants. which
still produce more than half of the na-
tion's electricity. The Department of En-
ergy also denied financial incentives to
Htilities that wanted to build more nu-
¢lear power plants and large-scale hvdro-
electric projects. Together, those policies
helped make natural gas the new fuel of
choice for electricity producers, who
started moving away from dirtier-hurn-
inz fuels. such as coal and oil. The elec-
wiciny industey started plhiunnng to hring
ccores of new gas-fired power plants into
service. some of which weren’t designed
in allow for switching to other fuels,

At avonnd the same time. Dig changes
ware under way in the structure of the do-
mestic oil and gas industry. Many of the na-
tinn's deep-pocketed major energy compa-
nies, hoping to compete with vast state-
owned producers elsewhere, began o shift
their focus abroad. looking for big scores in
foreign fields where procluction costs were
iower than in the U.S. While the majors re-
niain active in Alaska and the deepwater
Gulf of Mexico, they sold or abandoned
much of their production in the continental
U.S. Thatleft a greater share of domestic ex-
ploration and production in the hands of
smaller independent cil companies.

Nowadays. around 7.000 relatively small
independent operators, drilling on land or
in the Gulf's shallow waters. account for
roughly 63% of the natural gas produced in
the lower 48 states.

The independents face a host of prob-
lems. For starters, many of the nation's
older fields are running low. In the Gulf
of Mexico, the source of about a quarter
of the nation’s natural-gas supply, shal-
low-water drillers have adopted new tech-
nologies, such as 3-D seismic imaging
and directional drilling. to wrest more
gas from mature fields. But the addi-
tional gas has come at a cost: Fields that

were experiencing 25% annual declines in
production now are logging 50% drops.
“We were on this kind of hamster wheel
where we were running harder just to
not fall off,” says Claire Farley, former
president of Texaco Inc.'s North America
production unit, who lett the company in
late 1999.

Bankers Balk

Develnping new fields is a speculative
4and expensive undertaking,.and few of the
independents have access to the necessary
capital. Instead, they mostly have been
forced to finance new investments out of
their own cash flows, which took a major hit
in 1998 when oil prices tanked. Ralph Eads.
an executive vice president at El Pasn En-
ergy Cnrp.and a former investment banker,
says thatlenders have become increasingly

-reluctant in recent years to back small, and
often poorly capitalized, independents in
such a risky business.

The 1998 oil-price crash spurred many of
the nation's top gas producers to scale back
their drilling programs. That's because
when oil prices fall, natural-gas prices have
traditionally been dragged down with
them, discouraging expioration for both
commodities, which are often found to-
getherinthe same fields. But without invest-
ing in new wells, Burlington Resources
Inc., a top independent based in Houston,
saw its North American preduction decline
by 8% between the third quarter of 1398 and
the third quarter of 1999. Houston-based No-
ble Affiliates Inc. slashed its capital spend-
ing by 80% in 1999 to $92 million; the compa-
ny's production slid 207,

“Clearly. when vou have a capital bud-
aef that is that depleted, a fair amount of
it 15 dedicated to simply maintaining
your existing production and much less”
lo drilling new wells. savs Bill McKown,
Noble's assistant treasurer. Tired of deal-
ing with the Gulf of Mexico's decline,
Noble now is pursuing projects in Africa,
Ecuador and Israel.

Three years of warm winters masked a
lcoming supply squeeze. But now, with a
cold winter in full swing, the supplies of
natural gas that utilities store in under-
ground reservoirs, as a sort of supply
“cushion™ for times of heavy demand, are
down 24% from 1999 and 20% below the

. average of the past five years, according

to the DOE, with the peak heating months
of January and February still ahead. In
all, the nation’s natural-gas reserves have
fallen to 164 trillion cubic feet. down 2%
from 1997 and 20% from 1980.

Natural-Gas Crunch

Meanwhile, many of the most promis-
ing gas fields, such as those under the
Rockies, off the Atlantic and Pacific
Coasts and in the eastern Gulf, near Flor-
ida, are closed to drilling for environmen-
tal reasons. The National Petroleurn Coun-
cil, an industry advisory panel to the U:S.
secretary of energy, estimates that drill-
ing restrictions in those areds alone have
put an estimated 213 trillion cubic feet f:lf
gas off limits, enough to meet the nation’s

natural gas needs for about nine vears at
current consumption levels. i

Two federal agencies, the U.S. Forest
Service and the Interior Department's Bu-
reau of Land Management, control most of
the pubic l_ands in the Rockies, and indus-
try executives say those agencies have of-
ten sided with environmental groups who
want to prohibit drilling there.

Double Eagle Petroleum & Mining Co.
for example, started working on a leased
23.000_-acre BLM tract in northern Utah
back in 1987. Early seismic tests suggested
the presence of sizable natural-gas re-
serves in the high-mountain area. But Dou-
ble Eagle. which is based in Casper, Wyo.
needs to lease a 400-acre tract in the nulid:
dle of its RLM leasehold from the Forest
Service in order to get financing to drill,
says Steve Degenfelder, a company vice
president. Under pressure from a local en-
vironmental group. the Forest Service has
deliberated on the lease for most of the
past decade.

Donna Wilson, a spokesperson for the
For_est Service office in the Wasatch Cache
Nat:onal Forest, says her office is prepar-
Ing an environmental impact studv that
could settle the issue by Mayv. i

The main opposition to Double Eagle's
plans has come from the High Uintas Pres-
ervation Council. run hy Dick Carter, a
former Forest Service employee who lives
in Hyrum. Utah. The council. which Mr.
parte_r says has 300 to 400 members, savs
it believes that conservation is a far better
strategy for energy security than “haphaz-
ard development” of oil and gas in the
undeveloped mountains.

While many people see Ints nf eond
reasons tn keep currrent diilling :‘r:sirir'-
I.1(;ns in place. the industy sees only
missed opportunities. “The balance he-
tween energy needs and environmental
concerns hasn't been properly struck. and
now we are paying the price for it,” says J.
i__.irry fl‘élchols.rpresident and chief execu-
1ve officer of Devon Ener 3 i
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Today. abaut 90% of the new power-gen-
eration facilities under construction are
gas-fired. The power industry is expected
to increase its annual gas demand hy an
average of 5.4% through 2020, more than
double the 2.2% growth rate of gas con-
sumption for the economy as a whole, the
DOE says. Some observers think those esti-
mates are too conservative, gas consump-
tion by power plants grew at a 7.5% clip
last year, and the big surge in the construc-
tion of new generating facilities is just
now getting under way.

In San Diego, power-plant operators
saw their gas supplies curtailed this fall
because there wasn't enough gas in the
pipeline system to meet their needs. The
plants escaped the trouble by reducing
gas use and temporarily shifting to burn-
ing oil. But California electricity officials
warn that if production and storage ca-
pacity aren't beefed up, consumers Wwill
face shortages and blackouts this year.

Already, their costs have gone up. The

rates Alan Wilhite's pays tor gas to heat
nis three-bedroom house in mild-weath-
ered Bellingham, Wash., rose 14% in Au-
gust and are increasing another 287 this
month due o rising gas costs. His gas hill
was $67 in November. and with colder
weather and higher prices, could exceed
$100 this month. even though he savs he
doesn't keep his thermostat any higher
than 65 degrees.

Mr. Wilhite, a retiree, worries his rates
will go even higher if his gas utility has to
compete With a huge new power plant that
might be built a few miles from his home.
That proposed new plant’s natural-gas con-
sumption would be equivalent to more
than half of all the gas consumed by the
state*s residential gas cuslomers.

Industrial users, too. have reason to
fear. Imperial Sugar Corp.. the nation’s
largest sugar refiner, is strapped for cash.
saddied with debt ang struggiing with a
glut of sugar. Tt thought it had protected

Major Alaska producers are pushing

for a pipeline that would allow them to
get that state's natural gas to the conti-
nenta]‘lj.s.ﬁbnt such a project probahiv
cnu‘ldn t be completed until near the end
n_f the decade. Lacking a means of ship-
ping out gas. Alaska producers now
mostly Teinject it into their wel'ls o in-
Crease Internal pressure, and thus hoost
.01] pmductior_l. A new pipeline from Cah-
;;1:(1’ already is _bringing more gas to the
i twgst._ And independents are hopeful

at having two former oilmen in the
White Hou{se—George W. Bush and Dick
Ct_]eney—wm lead to more industry-
friendly drilling policies. Y

. lMganwhle, the run-up in gas prices has !
reinvigorated the earnings and stock -

prices of many of the independent gas pro-
ducers that were heaten down hy the 199§

uil-p_rice cra;h. It also has produced huge |
trading proﬁts for pipeline and marketing |
companies. Gas producer Burlington Re- |

sources saw its third-quarter profit triple
and its stock price soar 53% to $50.50 last
vear. And Dynegy Inc., a Houston power

marketer and pipeline operator, said its '

energy trading and marketing profits
jumped 80% in the third quarter. Dynegy’s
§tock. which started last year at $16. fin-
1shegl 2090 at $56.06, making it one of
vear's biggest gainers on the New York
Stock Exchange.

But even gas producers aren't neces-
s;l;lly rejoicing. They know today's steep
prices will force customers to consider
alternative fuel sources. "High prices are
not ‘the answered prayer of the gas indus-
_tr:,'.' savs Tom Price Jr., senior vice pres-
ident of corporate development for Chesa-
!l}ea}ge Energy Corp. in Qklahoma City.

It Jjust engenders hostility we'd rather
avoid.”

itself against any run-up in natural-gas
prices this year by contracting ahead for
enough gas to get it through the sugar-pro-
cessing season, which typically lasts six 10
seven months. But this year's bumper
crop of sugar beets in California extended

Imperial’s production run in that state by |

an exira month, says A. Duffy Smith. man-
aging director of the Sugar Land. Texas.
company. That forced Imperial Sugar to
buy gas on the cash market.

Suddenly, instead ol paying 53 per mil-
lion BTUs. Imperial fuced prices of more
than $20. When the spot price in California
shot up to $60 per million BTUs in early
December, the company appealed to the
\ocal air-pollution control hoard and won 4
waiver allowing it to burn oil in place of
natural gas.

“Otherwise, we'd have been forced 10
destroy the beets,” says Mr. Smith, “We
weren't going to make sugar at a loss.”

With gas prices so high, producers are
picking up the pace. though any signifi-
cant increase will take time. In the past,
oil prices have dictated the pace of both oil
and gas exploration. but that changed
drastically last year as natural-gas prices
started to climb; by year's end more than
three-quarters of all drilling rigs operating

ral gas.

inthe U.S. were looking specifically for natu- ‘

Natural Gas: Struggling to Keep Pace

U.S. natural-gas reserves are going nowhere fast. As production lags. gas consumption,
fueled by gas-fired power nlants and a hot economy, is climbing fast. Imports are

struggling to fill the gap.
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Clinton announces
energy aid

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON - President Clinton acted Saturday to
help insulate Americans coping with snow, ice and
frigid temperatures from what he said may become
the coldest winter in years - releasing an additional
$300 million in emergency aid.

“None of us can control the weather. But all of us are
responsible for how we respond to and prepare for it,
Clinton said in his weekly radio address. "With the
actions | am taking, the federal government is fulfilling
its responsibility.”

With major storms blanketing the Midwest, penetrating
the South and threatening the East Coast, Clinton
announced the government will release the additional
money to help poor families deal with soaring energy
prices.

"Along with similar funds | released earlier this fall,
we've now devoted more than $850 million to assist
families who can least afford to bear the burden of
high energy prices this winter," he said.

The White House said cold-weather states in the
Northeast and Midwest will receive most of the
money, but that all states will receive some help "since
low-income households throughout the country are
experiencing sharp energy price increases.” The
money comes from the Low Income Home Energy
Assistance Program administered by the Department
of Health and Human Services.
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Overview of natural gas costs and bill components

Thank you for the opportunity to provide information about the high gas costs Kansans are now
experiencing. The reason for this is that the wholesale cost of the gas purchased by utilities has
increased significantly. The actual cost of the gas purchased by a utility from its supplier is reflected
on the billing statement as a Purchased Gas Adjustment (PGA) or as a Cost of Gas (COG). As part
ofits regulatory duties the Commission reviews and monitors the purchasing practices of natural gas
public utilities to ensure only the actual cost the utility pays for the gas is passed on to the customer
through the PGA or COG which goes up or down with the market forces.

Unfortunately, the state of Kansas can do little, if anything, to protect consumers from these
increases. This is because the federal government has deregulated natural gas as a commodity.
Consequently, the market forces of supply and demand dictate what a utility has to pay for its gas
supplies. As is reflected on monthly billings, the PGA or COG fluctuates on a monthly basis,
reflecting the actual cost of gas.

Natural gas prices are approaching all-time record high levels. Primary reasons for the increase in
costs are: the demand for natural gas to fuel electric power plants, couples with an increase in electric
consumption, in addition to lower gas prices in the past few years resulting in decreased gas
exploration and production resulting in lower than normal volumes of gas reserves in storage.

Explained below are the three components of a rate

Cost of Gas: There are two elements that constitute the cost of gas. The firstis the PGA,
which is the actual monthly cost of gas (this will fluctuate on a monthly
basis). The second is the cost of transporting the gas to the local
distribution company’s facilities. Generally, this is over the facilities of an
interstate pipeline whose rates are established by the Federal Energy
Regulatory Commission (FERC). They remain constant until the FERC
grants them arate increase. The Commission has no jurisdiction over these
costs.

Customer Charge: Reflects the operating and maintenance costs of meters, service lines,
pressure regulation devices, meter reading, and billing. These are costs
incurred by the utility to serve a customer regardless of a customers usage.
This charge is approved by the Commission.

Energy Charge: Includes all other costs of doing business. These costs consist of
or Base Rate salaries, supplies and materials, depreciation on facilities, interest on debt
and return on investment. This rate is approved by the Commission.
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