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Date

MINUTES OF THE SENATE TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE

The meeting was called to order by House Transportation Committee Chairman Gary Hayzlett at 1:30
p.m. on January 15, 2004 in Memorial Hall.

All members were present except:
Senator David Adkins- absent
Senator Edward Pugh- absent
Senator Greta Goodwin (RMM)- excused
Senator Larry Salmans- excused

Committee staff present:
Hank Avila, Legislative Research Department
Bruce Kinzie, Revisors of Statutes
Marian F. Holeman, Committee Secretary

Conferees appearing before the committee:
Terry Heidner, Kansas Department Of Transportation (KDOT)
Mike Armour, Director Division of Aviation, KDOT

Others attending:
See Attached List.

House and Senate Transportation Committees held the third in the series of KDOT’s legislative
information sessions. Chairman Hayzlett introduced today’s two KDOT presenters: Terry Heidner,
Director, Division of Planning and Development; and Mike Armour, Director, Division of Aviation. MTr.
Heidner briefly reviewed materials presented in previous sessions and then provided information on other
non-highway transportation modes (i.e., railroads and public transit systems) included in the
Comprehensive Transportation Program (CPT). Mr. Armour discussed the Aviation segment of the CPT
(Attachment1)

The question and answer period indicated members were especially interested in the railroad and airport
improvement projects and the fact that Transportation Enhancement Projects play an important part in
preserving the state’s infrastructure of non-highway transportation modes. A member of the public
wished to thank the Legislature and KDOT for support of public transportation. He advised that KDOT
has been extremely cooperative and this program has greatly improved the quality of life for many Kansas
citizens.

Meeting adjourned at 2:25 p.m.

The next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday January 21, 2004 at 1:30 p.m. in Memorial Hall.

Unless specifically noted, the individual remarks recorded herein have not been transcribed verbatim. Individual remarks as reported herein have not been submitted to

the individuals appearing before the commitiee for editing or corrections. pﬂg& |
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In Sumner County, co-op elevatar manager Naorbert Gerstenkarn has . )
been loading 40 railcars every day this harvest. Down the road, the /—C;l,
privately owned Lange Co. elevator is loading another 12 cars a day.

Babcack said those 52 railcars a day will save the state $29,000
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during harvest season, just on road maintenance from Conway
Springs te Wichita. A single railcar can transport as much grain as
faur trucks.

Qther co-ops in south-central Kansas also repaort an increasing
reliance on rail this year.

In Barton County, Great Bend co-op manager Frank Ried! said he
expects as much as 70 percant of the harvestin his area to maove by
rail. )

"It's the best way to move wheat," he said.

In Barber County, Charlie Swayze, manager af the Farmer's Equity
Ca-0p, said he's loading railcars as fast-as he can, and they are
movmg out every day.

In Sedgwick County, Garden Plain ca-op manager Terry Kohler said
he hopes to load at least 200 railcars this year.
"Sa far we've

"It depends an whether we get the cars," he said.

gatten goed servica."

One of the reasons for the big mave to rail service this year is a
shortage of trucks. A wave of trucking company bankruptcies in the
past three years has meant fewer trucks on the road. With the
Oklahoma harvest bogged dawn in rain, many haulers are stalled
south of the Kansas barder.

But by far the biggest reasan, elevator managers say, is the arrival of

the Kansas & Oklahema Railroad, and the mprovement in service and

dependability that came with it.

Watco Cas., based in Pittsburg, Kan., is the parant company af the
K&Q. Watca bought the Cantral Kansas Railway from Denver-basad
OmniTrax in a deal that closed June 3Q,-2001. On July 1 of that year,
Watco began operating.trains on former CKR lines as the K&O.

Gerstenkorn said he loaded 545 cars last year, the first full harvest

29 M -
served by the K&G. In the five YE&ars before that, he SaYs, he =*"'pped,

almast nothing by rail because of pacr tracks and poor service by the
Central Kansas Railway.

"I've been delighted with the sarvice I've gotten from the K&0,"
Gerstenkorn said. "They've been terrific. They came in here and.did a
lot of wark ta get my sidings shaped up, and it's been fantastic to
have rail service."

Another advantage to moving by rail during a bumper crop year is -
that it is faster, allowing more rapld turnaraund at elevators with
limitad capacity.

http://www.kansas.com/mld/kansas/6129527 itm

EAGLE PQ
/-3

10/31/2003



e Wichita Eagle | 06/20/2003 | Trains will carry much of harvest - for a change

*» Subscribe today

i

Ongaing

* Click for
coverage of In-depth
Wichita's coverage
econaomy.

PERSONAL

OF THE DAY

mrlyrics
More abaut wha I'm lacking
. far: "My very special Queen
and best friend. An honest
waman wha is a risk taker and
loves life and Ged."
» Browse Persanals

.rail abandenment and improve service during the decade that
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In Kingman Caunty, Aaron Murphy, manager of the Cunningham
branch of the Cairo Co-opg, is seeing yields ranging from 45 bushels
an acre to mare than 70 bushels an acre. Murpny said his elevatar
would be in troutle this Y&ar without rail sarvicae,

"If we had to truck this, we'd be piling grain on the graund and
praying for dry weather," he said. "As it is, we're maving it out pretty
Steady."

Swayze, manager of the Farmer's Equity Co-op with headquarters at

[sabel in Barber Caunty, was one of the leaders in an effort ta stap X
> mare p

OmniTrax awned the System.

"I would say we now have the best short-line railroad in the country," -
Swayze said. "We've had daily service this harvest, We didn't even
have this kind of service in the best years of the Santa Fe. We're
filling grain cars as fast as we can."

K&O general manager Paul Fries said demand faor rail service has
been stronger than expected.

The railroad gearsd up for harvest seasan, he said, and so far there
‘have been no significant problems. Even an engine fire this week
between Garden Plain and Chenay caused no significant delays in
train.movement, Fries sai_d. '

He said the goad harvest, along with elevatars' support of the
railroad, is great news for the K&aQ. =S

"The poar harvest last year abviously hurt because there just wasn't
that much to ship," he saiq. "This year is goad for the farmers, for the

_elevators and for the railroads.”

Reach P.J. Griekspoor at 268-6660 ar Bgriekspoor@wichitaeagle.com
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Short Line Railroad Rehabilitation and Acquisition Projects
Through the Comprehensive Transportation Program
(Through January 2004)
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Kansas Airport Impravement Program

Project Locations
FY2000 -03
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TRANSPORTATION ENHANCEMENT PROEJCTS
(FFY 2004)
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Short Line Railroad Rehabilitation and Acquisition Projects

Through the Comprehensive Transportation Program
(Through January 2004)
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Kansas Airport Improvement Program
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