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MINUTES OF THE HOUSE ELECTIONS COMMITTEE

The meeting was called to order by Vice Chairman Goico at 9:00 a.m., on March 9,2011,in
Room 546-S of the Capitol.

All members were present except:
Robert Montgomery Excused

Committee staff present:
Doug Taylor, Office of Revisor of Statutes
Katherine McBride, Office of Revisor of Statutes
Martha Dorsey, Kansas Legislative Research Department
Jay Hall, Kansas Legislative Research Department
Diane Brian, Committee Assistant

Conferees appearing before the Committee:
Brad Bryant, Deputy Assistant Secretary of State
Sherrie Riebel, Allen County Clerk

Don Pyle, Crawford County Clerk

Others attending:
See attached list.

The Vice Chair opened the hearing on SB 103 — Elections; absentee voting by military and others;

federal services absentee ballot. Katherine McBride, staff revisor, reviewed the bill.

Brad Bryant spoke in support of SB 103 stating that this bill will enhance voting opportunities and to
comply with two federal laws governing the voting process for military and overseas voters. The major
provisions of the bill wil allow overseas voter to: (Attachment 1)

* Vote a full ballot at all elections

* Apply for, receive and return their ballots by email or other electronic means, and

¢ Vote a write-in ballot if needed.

Chairman Schwab arrived and took Chair of the committee.
Testimony was concluded and discussion followed.
There being no further conferees, the hearing on SB 103 was closed.

The Chair opened the hearing on SB 125 — Elections; certain local units of governments; primaries.
Doug Taylor, staff revisor, reviewed the bill.

Sherrie Riebel appeared in support of the bill and stated that the deadline for mailing Federal Service
ballots in 9 72 days is not enough time for ballots to be created and printed. The bill would eliminate
possible errors on “makeshift” ballots. She stated that if the filing deadline is moved to June 1%, this
would alleviate some of the problems and give both the Secretary of State more time to correct certified
names and their office more time to prepare the ballots. (Attachment 2)

Don Pyle spoke in support of the bill stating that the change in the deadline will greatly assist elections
officials and make it easier for them to meet the deadline for the delivery of Uniformed and Overseas
Citizens Absentee Voting Act ballots. By allowing the election officials an additional 9 days it will
make the ballot preparation process more manageable and reduce the chance of errors.(Attachment 3)

Written testimony in support of SB 125 was submitted by:
Donna Zimmerman, Barton County Clerk (Attachment 4)
Joanne Long, Bourbon County Clerk (Attachment 5)
Bruce Newby, Wyandotte County Clerk (Attachment 6)
Linda Buttron, Jefferson County Clerk, (Attachment 7)
Karen Defore, Cowley County Clerk (Attachment 8).

Testimony was concluded and discussion followed.
There being no further conferees, the hearing on SB 125 was closed.




CONTINUATION SHEET

Minutes of the House Elections Committee at 9:00 a.m. on March 9, 2011, in Room 546-West of the
Capitol.

Chairman Schwab called for final action on SB 67 — Gubernatorial inaugeration donations;
disposition of residual monies.

Representative Goico moved to pass SB 67 favorable for passage and add it to the consent calendar.
The motion was seconded by Representative Rubin. Chairman Schwab stated that this bill was very
time sensitive. Representative Gocio amended motion by removing the inclusion in the consent
calendar, and Representative Rubin second, concurred. Motion carried.

The next meeting is scheduled for March 14, 2011.

The meeting was adjourned at 10:15 a.m.
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Memorial Hall, 1st Floor
120 S.W. 10th Avenue
Topeka, KS 66612-1594
(785) 296-4564

Kris W. KoBacH
Secretary of State

STATE OF KANSAS
Houee Committee on Elections

Tesfimony on Senate Bi]l 103

Brad Bryant, Deputy Assistant Secretary of State
. Elections and Legislative Matters

March 9, 2011
Mr. Chairman and Members of the Committee:

Thank you for the opportunity to testify in support of Senate Bill 103. The Secretary of State proposed
this bill to enhance voting opportunities and to comply with two federal laws governing the voting
process for military and overseas voters. There have been amendments to the Uniformed and Overseas

- Citizens Absentee Voting Act (UOCAVA), and Congress passed the Mlhtary and Overseas Voter
Empowerment (MOVE) Act in 2009.

Senate Bill 103 is identical to 2010 Senate Bill 426, which was considered by this committee last year.

The major provisions of Senate Bill 103 will allow overseas voter to:
e Vote a full ballot at all elections,
e Apply for, receive and return their ballots by email or other electronic means, and
e Vote a write-in ballot if needed. '

More specifically: - -

Section 1—
This section will allow UOCAVA voters to vote in all elections, including special elections. Currently,
K.S.A. 25-1215 limits them to pnmary and general electlons which leaves out special elections.

Sectlon 2— ‘ ‘

a. This section changes the effective period of UOCAVA voters’ ballot apphcatlons from two
federal general elections to one calendar year. Before 2004, Kansas law had a provision similar to the
one-year application period proposed in this bill. The Help America Vote Act of 2002 (HAVA) required .

- the period to be changed so that ballot applications would be effective from the date of submission of the
application by the voter through the second succeeding federal general election, a period spanning two to
four years. The MOVE Act reversed that prov131on from HAVA, allowing states to revert to their pre-

HAVA rules. °

. b. This section allows UOCAVA Voters the option of applymg for, receiving and returnmg thelr :

. ballots by email or other electronic means, as required by the MOVE Act.

We propose this provision not just because it would comply with the new federal law, but- because 11:
expands voting opportunities for a group of voters who often are in situations that make it very difficult to

. vote. Ballots are sent to overseas voters by county election officers beginning 45 days before the election,
and Kansas law also allows the process to be completed by fax, but we fmd/ that in some cases these

Business Services: (785) 296-4564 ‘ Web site: www.sos.ks.gov
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conveniences are not enough. Mail does not get delivered timely, and overseas voters often do not have
access to fax machines. We have learned that they are more likely to have access to the Internet than to a
fax machine, so email is a better alternative for them. ‘

Section 3—
This section allows UOCAVA voters to vote a full ballot. Since 1976 federal services voters’ ballots
have excluded two races: (1) local question submitted elections and (2) pohtlcal party precinct committee
positions, which are elected in the August primary each even-numbered year. Before 1976, dating back to
1943, these ballots excluded even more races. The only reason for these exclusions that we know of was
that, at the time the law was passed, many overseas voters received little information about local races
and thus may have been uninformed about these issues. With recent improvements in the availability of
political information, especially through the Internet, we assert that federal services voters are no longer
limited by this factor and thus should be allowed to vote on all issues that other voters have on their
ballots. Senate Bill 103 therefore would expand voting opportunities and promote fairness and equality.
Another benefit of Senate Bill 103 would be to simplify the ballot preparation process for county election
officers. They would no longer need to prepare a separate and different ballot for federal services voters.
This would allow them to issue the same ballots to federal services voters as are issued to all other voters.

Section 3 also allows overseas voters the option of voting a Federal Write-in Absentee Ballot (FWAB) as
provided for in UOCAVA. The FWAB is used when overseas voters have applied for regular ballots but
the ballots were lost or not delivered. If there is not enough time to apply for a replacement ballot, voters
may obtain a FWAB and write in the names of their preferred candidates for federal offices
(President/Vice President, U.S. Senate, U.S. House of Representatives). .

We urge the committee to recommend Senate Bill 103 fa\}orably for passage.

For the committee’s information, following are the main provisions of the 2009 MOVE Act..

e Begin distributing ballots to overseas voters 45 days before the election (this was already in
Kansas law, but now it is in federal law).
Allow overseas voters to obtain all voting information electromcally
Collect ballot applications and transmit ballots by email or “other electronic means.”
Provide a method for overseas voters to submit Federal Write-in Absentee Ballots electronically.
Allow overseas voters to track their ballot (whether it’s been sent and received) electronically.
Provide candidate lists electronically to overseas voters. - '



ALLEN COUNTY COURTHOUSE

Sherrie L. Riebel I N. Washington 620-365-1407
COUNTY CLERK Iola, KS 66749 ' ‘ Fax: 365-1441
Email:coclerk@allencounty.org

March 9, 2011
To: House Elections Committee
Re: Testimony on Senate Bill 125

From: Sherrie L. Riebel, Allen County Clerk/Election Official
and Kansas County Clerk’s & Election Officials Election Committee Chair

Honorable Chair and Members of the Committee:

Thank you for the opportunity to testlfy in support of Senate Bill 125. Senate Bill 125 would move. the
ﬁhng deadlme for Federal State and Local ofﬁces from June 10" to June 1st.

Kansas County Clerk’s and Election Officials Association supports this leg131ation

One, currently Election officials have to create ballots before the final ballots are prmted due to the mailing -
'deadlme being 45 days before Election Day. The problem being that from June 10% at noon until June 20®
deadline for mailing Federal Service ballots is 9 % days. This is not enough turnaround time for actual
- ballots to be created and printed; therefore we are creating “makeshift” ballots for our most important voters,
the ones serving to keep our freedom so that we can vote. I'have attached calendars from the Secretary of
State’s ofﬁce and Election Systems and Software (which has at least 85% of Kansas Countles)

Two, it would also ehrnmate poss1ble errors on “makeshift” ballots. You are trymg to get everythi_ng on the
ballot, and waiting on the Secretary of State’s office for the certification of candidates. Secretary of State’s.
office has to wait on lawsuits, therefore time gets pressed and mlstakes are more likely to happen. We take
‘every precautlon to avoid such errors, but we are human.

Third, if the filing deadline were r_noved to June 1st, this would alleviate some of the problem and give both the
Secretary of State more time to have the correct certified names and our offices more time to prepare the ballots.

U KCC&EOA urge the comm1ttee to report Senate Bill 125 favorably for passage Thank_ you for your
consideration.

Sincerely,

Sherrie L. Riebel

Allen County Clerk/Election Official

- & KCC&EOA Election Committee Chair

HOUSE ELECTIONS
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> August 4% - Final day to submit Genefal Election on-site support request
{90 days prior to election)

> August 18™ - Pre-Election Questionnaire Due.— to get on the customer
portal, visit www.essvote.com My ES&S Customer Portal

> September 1% — Closed for Labor Day

> September 4™ — ES&S/Lockwood receives layout and coding forms and
media from counties

> September 9" — SOS will send a certified list of candldates, rotation of
names and orders to rotate, judicial ballots, and Constitutional amendments
and resolution for General Election. Forms for candidate lists should be
completed on portal today or as soon thereafter.

> September 12t~ Last day for counties to returm pronunciation guides for
audio programming )

> Septernber 18" — Layout comes to a close, All POF files must be
approved by counties. All Baliot Quantity Run Lists are due at this time.

> September 20™ — Absentee (UOCAVA) Voting Begins

> September 30%— Ballot dalzvery deadiine

September

>> October 14™ - Last day for ES&8/Lockwoad to shlp slection defi mtlons fc
counties

> October 15 —County election offices te begin mailing advance voting
-ballots

> October 28" - Advance voting must begin

> October 28" — County election officials must conduct test of voting
machines within 5 days of election

N

: > November 3® - Noon deadline to vote regular advance voting
RN T i HE > November 4™ — Election Day




Aug. 6

Voter Registraﬁbn
Books Reopen

K.S.A, 25:2311(a}

Qct. &

Publication of Closing Date
of Voler Registralion Books
and the days such books
ara fo be kapl open
addilional hours are made at
ienst fen (10) days before
such days of additionsl
open hours begin.
{Numbar of such deys vary
with size and class of city)

KS.A, 25-2310 - 211{a)(3)
KAR 7234

Oct. 15
Preparation of Bailots
and Envslopes for
Advance Voter
K.SA. 25-1120

Begin Mailing .
Advance Voting Baliots
K.SA. 25-1123

Form Prescribed By
Sacratary of State’ -
K.SA. 26-1121 . .

Oct, 28 - Nov.. 3 -

Public Testfor "7
Opti-Scan Voting. Machina *
held within 5 days . .7+~
of Election
K.S.A, 2544170}
Natice Published
at lsast 48 Hours
befare test conducted
K.5.A. 25-4610(b}

Nov. 4

Election Day
K.5.A. 25-101

Hour
of Opening
and Closing
of Polls
K.S.A. 25-108

" Aug. 6 - Oct. 31

Advance Voter
Applications Filed
For Ballots
To Be Mailed
K.S.A. 25-1122 (e)(2)

Preparation of List
By County Election
Ofticer
K.S.A. 25-1122(h)

Oct. 6

Recommendations

tor
Judges and Clerks

By

County
Party Chairs
(Statutory deadline
Sunday; October 5)
K.5.A, 26-2808{8) -

Oct. 20 or Prior
Appointment of
Judges and Clerks
" of Election by :
County Election Officer
KSA. 25-2801
Oct. 20-. .
. LastDay of’
Voter Registration , .. :
Priorto .
.. Ganeral Election.

Sept. 20

Deadline ta Mail
Federal Service
Absentee Ballots to
Applicants

K.S.A, 25-1220

Qct. 10

Mail copy of Netice of
General Elsction to each
- person nominated for
public office and
Judicial candidates {except
Presidentlal Candidates)

Cct. 18
Deadling to publish

Notice of Gensral Eiection
" KSA 254105 .

b;ct; 27 or Prior |

Repeipt.of Ballots
from Printers
K.S.4, 25604 (&)

Oct. 31

Deadline for Votars io
apply for. Agvance Voling:
" Ballots.to:be mailed
CKS.A25-1122(8)2).

| KSASSI0614
'K._S.k 25;615-518 o

Supreme ..
Lot
< dudicial -
.. ‘Baliot’
1.8, SadS () |
Const. of Kansas .




Kansas Secretary of State

September 2008

2008 Election Calendar

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesdny

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

S0 — (Primary) Deadline for
state board of canvassers to

2

$O8 - (Primary) During this
week (4 days afier state canvass),
mail nomination eertificates to
primary winners, publish primary

3

SO8 - (General) Sead to CEOs:
(1) certified cundidate list fo be |
published [deadline Oct. 15], -311,
(2} ballot rotation schedules, -610,

4
CBO ~ (Primary) Campaign
finance report deadline for
township candidates, -904(b)

5

S0OS ~ (Primary) Deadline for
national/state candidates fo declare
incpability for office and withdraw (7
days after state canvass). -306h{b)
SOS ~ (General) Deadline to nolify

6

808 —~ (General) Deadline fur
Supreme Court, Couit of Appeals
Jjudges to file for retention. K$
Const. Art. 3 Scc. 5(c),

meet. -3205 ! )
eet. -320 sesulis in Kansas Register, -3205 -| (3) judicial ballots, -617, CEOs of ilose of registeation for 20-3006(b)
) (4) constitutiona) amendment general election (60 days before €
Labor Day resolution and ballot. -605, -607 election). 2311(c)
8 9 10 11 12 13
i5 {6 17 . L 18 19 20
PR 15 ) 4 “ . :
llu’;L v p ¢ ,'f)—k ] | CEQ -~ (General) Deadline to il
ﬂ 8{ 4 N& J I oo e s e e fedesal services absentee balluts Lo
LS - applicants. -1220 i
. . CEQ - (General presidemial) First day

for new resident and former resident
president-only voters o upply for
bullots. -1802(a), (b)

22 23 24 25 26 27

- ,| SOB/CEO - (General)
- —"? Deadline for withdrawal of
| candidate nominated to fill
candidate vacaney. ~306b(d)
129 :30

ddvance voting bullot farms & ;

-yoter instructions t6 CEOs.~1121

$0S - (General) Deadling fo send_ |

P




Kansas Secret_éxry of State

October 2008

2008 Election Calendar

eeal) Deadting Lo acoept

£

CEO~

{ate votel registeation applications-
with it or illegible postmarks,
(Statutg adline October:26).
-2311{e] :

CEOQ- ral) Train clection
boards s week, 2806 -

ty N nrty and pnlllmal
commitices:. -4|4B(ﬂ)(2) :

‘4 3 ook
CEO-(Gcnml) Advam:c ofil

person i CEO affice muist heglu
1

1oy :
‘;OS/CEO (G mnl_) Elnnlﬁnn mghl

CEOQ= (Gznaal)- dldates and 1heir

ais may inspect ballots, -604c]

Lulutd testun

SOS ~ (General) Publish third
notice of constitutional
amendment this week.
G4-103(b)

CEO ~ (General) Deadline for
voters to apply for advance
voting ballots to be malled
<1122(e)(2)

Halloween

Sunday Monday Tuesday ¢ Wednesday Thursday Friday Salurday
[ 2 3 4
CEO ~ (General) Deadline for in-
state residence change. Voter who
moves within 30 drys before
clection may vote in former
precinct. (Deadline October 5%
370
lE 3 7 § 9 N A T S —
. CEQ - (Geeral) Deadfine o publish f‘c_cc,(’,{; f\)ez ,w/t"\ CLD(W AT CEO - (General) Deadline 10 mail
"3 times, pleces and close of registration. ’ . copy of notige of gonerat election
2310,-2311(@)(3), KAR 7234 ‘ to cach nomince for public office
‘ d judicial candidates. -105
CEO - {Geneial) Deadline for county oy
party chairs to recommend election CEO —{General prcsldcnml)
foard workers, (Statutory deadline . Fiest day to distribute ballots te
Sunday, Oct, 5) '=2803(x) president-only voters. -1803
[ E ST 16 7 18
CEOZ (Gencral presldenual) ]
First day-for “relocated resident : CEO— (General) *and 2
presldent -Gnly voters to apply “} person’in office ofCl:O may bcgm. class cities may provide late
{or ballots. -1802(c) ~lm-(f) 123" -hours for voter registration
’ ’ through Mouday (optlonsl) -
COlumbus Day | @ eonsceutive sreeks). 64-1030) 2311(d)
30 - TR i N 73 24 75
SOSICEO  (Gereral) Lasl CEO (General) Ccrtil'y to S B . . CEOQ ~ (General) Publish
“EO ~i(General) Deadline to | day to register to.vote. - 808 and county party cliairs SOS — (General) Publish notice of voting equipment
Jubliskiniotice of general -23 1(=)3) . voter registration and party: second notice of constitutional test at leastd8 hours before
affilidtion totals by prwmct . | amendment this week. test, Notify party chairs in
- L 64-103(b) writing. -441 1(b), -4610(b)
29 30 31
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Kansas Secretary of State

November 2008

2008 Llection Calendar

“Sunday Monday Tucsday Wednesday Thursday Iriday Saturday
' 1
2 3 4 - 57 . (] 7 3
CEO ~ (Genesal) Noon deadlinc to GENERAL ELECTION SQS/CEO — (General) CE(_)-’- {Geaeral) County canvassers
otk e gl ot Reglarotan boks epen. el s (1
CEO - (Genessl prosidential) Moon | CBO= (Gl Advance voting | 2311(a) , CEQ - (General) Send intermediate
deadline for-president-only votzs to - :;I!i(s’ls ;‘;‘;‘; e returmed by d"‘“’ of . CEQ ~(Gerieral) Prepare . .. abstract for national and state offices
L . apply for ballots. ~1802 - rehmma ¢ final abstract. 1o SOS as soon a5 possible. 3202 .
Daylight saving CBO - (General) Distribiste ballots CEQ ~ (General) Disabled "‘.“"“’ f 5106 B .
il and supplics to.su rvlsmg judges. . English proficient voters may apply
time ends - 604(e P pe 2 for advance ballots. -1 l”Z(c) -l -
4(c)
9 T ’ 10 . i ; 112 13 14 15
CEQ - (G;nenl) A(lemllz date l'orcounly CEO~ (Gmml) Dcadlmc to nquest R X
S el g caiine 1o soiuil if canvass was Monday. -~ | SOS/CEQ ~(General) Recount | CBO — (General) Contest of SOS/CEO — (General)
request ecount i cumvas was Feday. -3107() must be iniliated ifrequested on | election for local office may be Recount must be completed by
3107() SOS/CEQ - (Generat) Recount must Tuesday. -3107(b) filed in district coud. (Deadline 5 P P
CEO~ be initisted if requesied Monday. st ; ”l P 5:00p.m. if requested
~ (Gensral) tssue cetificates of ditys after issunnce of centificate
election 1o county/township candidates If -3107(b): Felesli 1439 Monday. <31 07(h)
esunl ol m\uc;led <3110, KAR 7-26-2 Ve(erans Day (;c ection) - >
6 17 18 9. 20 ' 7 22
SOS/CEQ = (Gmﬁ"ﬂ) Recount - | CRO - (Gr.nerai) Deadline to”
muist be éompleted-by 5:00 pan. if | forward election nbstmct to
. requested Tucsday. <3107(b) SOS 3203 :
o T
23 24 25, 'ﬁ26 . 127 28 29
~ S08- (Gf.neul) State board of cdnvnssers
R meels, (Tentative date--deadline !)u:mllu
1)-32060) -
.} 808 {Geqeral} Send cem{' cate of election
! and eavy ofsmw 0 :ueccssful :
: niotice of p iz .
mu]vng fo :htlc House & Sumc m:mbev»- ” . e .
. :1:.;1 320}, 46:143 - Thanksgiving
30 o -
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Donald P. Pyle 620-724-6115
PO Box 249 - Fax 620-724-6007
111 E. Forest St, =5 www.crawfordecountykansas.com
Girard, Kansas 66743 FEBARY L1 countyclerk@ckt.net

Office of the Crawford County Clerk

March 7, 2011

Honorable Kansas State Representative Scott Schwab
Chairman, House Committee on Elections
and Distinguished Members of the Committee

Re: Senate Bill Number 125, to change the candidate filing deadline in even-numbered years
Chairman Schwab and Distinguished Committee Members, .
In my capacity as Crawford County Election Officer, | am very supportive of Senate Bill 125. This bill will move the

candidate filing deadline for even-numbered elections from June 10 at noon to June 1 at noon. The change of this
deadline will greatly assist election officials and make it easier for them to meet the deadiline for the delivery of

‘Uniformed and Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting Act ballots.

UOCAVA is a federal election law that is designed to give American citizens and soldiers that are overseas the same
voting opportunities as alf other American citizens. 1 feel that it is very important that our soldiers deployed overseas
have the same opportunity to vote on local and national candidates as all other voters. According to this law, ballots for
the August Primary Election in even-numbered years must be mailed fo the individuals requesting UOCAVA ballots by
June 19. With the filing deadline of June 10, it is extremely difficult to finish the formatting of ballot forms, get them sent
off fo the printers and back and fo still have them ready to be mailed out by June 19. This schedule can be even more
complicated if a candidate files by petition. By allowing the election officials an additional 9 days it will make the baliot

preparation process much more manageable and will reduce the chance for errors.

The Kansas County Clerks and Election Officials work hard to make sure that Kansas Elections are administered in a
professional manner. With the support of the Kansas Secretary of State's Office and the Kansas Legistature we will
continue to work to make sure that Kansas Elections are a model for the rest of the country. Thank you for your time
and we very much appreciate your support in this matter. -

Lurge N

Donald P. Pyle ._ | o
Crawford County Clerk and Election Officer
countyclerk@ckt.net C
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March 7, 2041

To:  House Elections Cdmmitﬁtﬁ.ee

From: Donna Zimmerman, Barton County Clerk/E!ectlon Offi
Kansas ‘County C!erk’s & Electlon Offi crals E¢ ec,_.:on

e& Member

Re: Testimony on Senate Bill 125

Honorable Chair and: Members: of the House Elections Committee: - - *

Thank vou: for allowi alf of the Kansas Countv

Clerk’s and Electioi

HOUSE ELECTIONS
DATE: Bfqiil
ATTACHMENT:
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BOURBON COUNTY CLERK
JOANNE LONG

Courthouse
210 S, National
Fort Scott, Kansas 66701-1304
' (620) 223-3800

March §, 2011

To: House Elections Committee

Re:  Written Testimony on Senate Bilt 125

From: Joanne Long, Bourbon Couhty Clerk/Election Official
- and Kansas County Clerks’ and Election Officials’ Association Secretary

Honorable Chair and Members of the Committee:

Thank you for the opportunity to present wr.i’cten'testimony in stipport' of Senate Bill
125. The Kansas County Clerks’ and Election Officials’ Association has submitted this
legislation for consideration and supports its passage.

Currently, the filing deadiine for candidates for national, state and county office is
noon, June 10% (or the next business day if that falls on a weekend or holiday). The
Secretary of State does not finalize the candidate list until June 24%, allowing ten
business days for checks to clear and objections to be filed. This does not allow the
County Election Officers to finalize a ballot to:send to UOCAVA voters in the time
required by law, often resulting in UOCAVA ballots being incorrect or incomplete.

With the passage of SB 125, movmg the filing deadline from noon,. June 10th to
noon, June 1%, the County Election Officers would gain an additional nine days to
ensure that our military and civilians stationed overseas can vote a correct and
complete ballot and that the County Election Officers can provxde said ballots in
accordance with federal law.- ‘

Therefore, I and the Kansas County Clerks” and ‘Election Officials’ Assoc;atxon urge
you to vote in favor of Senate Bill 125.

S'incere!y, ‘ : | GF Boy
A : \\ b
s S .%@
. . TA & Z
7 . SK S . =
” ' =3 2=
Joanne Long £81 f 3=
Bourbon County Clerk/Electxon Ofﬁcxal Z ;(.".._“ & ¥ § ;
& KCCREOA Secretary - %, e HOUSE ELECTIONS
, 4”’1 Kansps DATE: 3[4 /il
gy Hﬂum\“\\ | ATTACHMENT:



WYANDOTTE COUNTY ELECTION OFFICE

Bruce L. Newby, Election Commissioner
Frances D. Sheppard, Assistant Election Commissioner -

HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE ON ELECTIONS
Testimeny on Senate Bill 125
Wednesday, March 9, 2011

Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony in support of changing the filing deadline from
12:00 noon on June 10" to 12:00 neon on June 1%, :

The August Primary election is set by statute to be the first Tuesday in August. A filing deadline
of June 10™ makes compliance with the deadlines of other statutes at least difficult, if not
impossible. Specifically, federal and state law both require that ballots be sent to military and
overseas civilian (UOCAVA) voters not later than 45 days prior to any federal election.
Assuming an election date of August 1% requires that we send ballots not later than June 17" A
filing deadline of June 10" leaves just 7 days before printed ballots must be mailed to UOCAVA
voters.

Unfortunately, the day of the fifing deadline does not result in a final certified candidate list from
which we draw the information to create and print ballots. KSA 25-208a provides that the
Secretary of State has 10 days from the filing deadline to cerlify the candidate list. The full 10
days is necessary if there are candidates who file at the deadline by petition. Verification of
petition sighatures can take several days. As a result, a filing deadline of June 10™ means that
certification of the candidate list does not accur until June 20", well after the federal deadiine.
Printing of ballots for federal voters can require up to 10 more days meaning that ballots for
federal voters may actually be mailed 1-2 weeks after the federal deadline.

A filing deadline of June 1% improves the likefihood that all counties can meet the federal
deadline. While an optimum date may well be earlier in the month of May, June 1* gives county
election officers the oppertunity to have a cerfified fist of candidates from which to prepare
ballots before the federal deadline has passed. :

| support Sena{e Bill No. 125 and recommend its favorable consideration.
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COUNTY OFFICES

Commissioners
863-2272

Clerk
863-2272

Attorney
863-2251

Sheriff
863-2351

Registér of Deeds
863-2243

Treasurer
863-2691

Clerk of the
District Court
863-2461

Engineer
863-2211

Appraiser
863-2080

Noxious Weéd
863-2581

Emergency
Preparedness.
863-2247

Extension’
863-2212

Planning & Zoning
863-2241

Ambulance
863-2278

Health
Department
863-2447

8
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Lmafa M. Buttron, Jeffersorn County Clerk,
PO Box 321 * Oskaloosa, KS 66066 © 785- 863—2272 lEuttron@lfcounty@ com

March 4, 2011

House Elections Committee
Representative Scott Schwab, Chair
‘And Committee Members

-Written Testimony Only

Re: Senate Bill 125

| am in support of moving the filing deadline to June 1 in even-numbered years.
With UOCAVA laws passed to help overseas voters get their ballots back to the

- US in time for the elections, the filing deadline has become a difficulty in the
administration of elections. The deadline for the Secreta_ry of State’s office to
certify candidates to the County Election Officers is actually after the deadline to
mail federal service ballots. That means that the ballots send to federal service
folks are 1) usually manually generated ballots and 2) not guaranteed to have
the correct candidates on them as the candidates may change after the SCOS
certifies the list to us.. :

Even nine days would be helpful in ensuring the federal service voters get
- correct timely ballots. ' '

Thank you for consideration of my testimony. -
Sincerely,

_ Linda M. Buttron '
Jefferson County Clerk
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Karen D. Defore
Cowley County Clerk

kdefore@cowleycounty.org

Amy Scott
Deputy County Clerk

A ascott@cowleycounty.org

311 E. 9Th
Winfield KS 67156
(620)221-5400 (Winfield)
(620)441-4500 (Arkansas City)
' Fax (620)221-5498

" Honorable Chair:

Thank you for the opportunity to testlfy in support of Senate Bill 125 regardmg moving the candidate filing deadllne
from June 10 to June 1 beginning in 2014.

Military and overseas voter ballots must be mailed out 45 days before the Primary Election. In the 2014 Election cycle
that will allow 8 business days from filing deadline until the ballots have to be in the mail. If an objection is filed, the
time period is shortened even more possibly passing the 45 day time frame forcing Election Officers to send out ballots
that are incomplete. Cowley County in a Primary Election has 120 ballot faces to check for accuracy prior to mailing.
Even a few extra days would be beneficial at this crucial time in the Election cycle.

Moving the candidate filing deadline back to June 1 should not place a burden on anyone seeking to be a candidate for.
office while giving electlon officers a few more days to ensure accuracy of the ballots sent to our mllltary and overseas
voters.

.Thank you for your con'sid'eration,

Karen D. Defore

Cowley County Clerk/Election Officer
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