
CHAPTER 18
HOUSE BILL No. 2078

AN ACT regulating traffic; concerning certain lighting equipment; amending K.S.A. 8-1720
and 8-1729 and K.S.A. 2004 Supp. 8-1723 and repealing the existing sections.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Kansas:
Section 1. K.S.A. 8-1720 is hereby amended to read as follows: 8-

1720. (a) Except as provided in subsection (b), every authorized emer-
gency vehicle, in addition to any other equipment required by this act,
shall be equipped with signal lamps mounted as high and as widely spaced
laterally as practicable, which shall be capable of displaying to the front
two alternately flashing red lights located at the same level and to the
rear two alternately flashing red lights located at the same level, or in lieu
thereof, any such authorized emergency vehicle shall be equipped with
at least one rotating or oscillating light, which shall be mounted as high
as practicable on such vehicle and which shall display to the front and
rear of such vehicle a flashing red light or alternate flashes of red and
white lights or red and blue lights in combination. All lights required or
authorized by this subsection shall have sufficient intensity to be visible
at 500 feet in normal sunlight. Every authorized emergency vehicle may,
but need not, be equipped with head lamps which alternately flash from
high to low beam or simultaneously flash high to low beam.

(b) A police vehicle when used as an authorized emergency vehicle
may, but need not, be equipped with:

(1) Head lamps which alternately flash from high to low beam or
simultaneously flash from high to low beam;

(2) flashing lights specified in subsection (a), but any flashing lights,
used on a police vehicle, other than the flashing lights specified in K.S.A.
8-1722, and amendments thereto, rotating or oscillating lights or alter-
nately flashing head lamps or simultaneously flashing head lamps, shall
be red in color; or

(3) rotating or oscillating lights, which may display a flashing red light
or alternate flashes of red and blue lights in combination.

Sec. 2. K.S.A. 2004 Supp. 8-1723 is hereby amended to read as fol-
lows: 8-1723. (a) Any motor vehicle may be equipped with not more than
two side cowl or fender lamps which shall emit an amber or white light
without glare.

(b) Any motor vehicle may be equipped with not more than one run-
ning-board courtesy lamp on each side which shall emit a white or amber
light without glare.

(c) Any motor vehicle may be equipped with one or more back-up
lamps either separately or in combination with other lamps, but any such
back-up lamp or lamps shall not be lighted when the motor vehicle is in
forward motion.

(d) Any vehicle 80 inches or more in overall width, if not otherwise
required by K.S.A. 8-1710, and amendments thereto, may be equipped
with not more than three identification lamps showing to the front which
shall emit an amber light without glare and not more than three identi-
fication lamps showing to the rear which shall emit a red light without
glare. Such lamps shall be mounted as specified in subsection (g) of K.S.A.
8-1710, and amendments thereto.

(e) Any vehicle may be equipped with one or more side marker lamps
and any such lamp may be flashed in conjunction with turn or vehicular
hazard warning signals. Side marker lamps located toward the front of a
vehicle shall be amber and side marker lamps located toward the rear
shall be red.

(f) Any motor vehicle may be equipped with neon ground effect light-
ing, except that such lighting shall not flash, be any shade of red nor shall
any portion of the neon tubes be visible. ‘‘Neon ground effect lighting’’
means neon tubes placed underneath the motor vehicle for the purpose
of illuminating the ground below the motor vehicle creating a halo light
effect.

(g) Any motor vehicle may be equipped with head lamps which al-
ternately flash or simultaneously flash when such motor vehicle is being
used as the lead motor vehicle of a funeral procession. A funeral hearse
may serve as a funeral lead vehicle.

Sec. 3. K.S.A. 8-1729 is hereby amended to read as follows: 8-1729.



(a) During the times specified in K.S.A. 8-1703, and amendments thereto,
any lighted lamp or illuminating device upon a motor vehicle, other than
head lamps, spot lamps, auxiliary lamps, flashing turn signals, vehicular
hazard warning lamps and school bus warning lamps, which projects a
beam of light of an intensity greater than three hundred (300) 300 can-
dlepower shall be so directed that no part of the high intensity portion of
the beam will strike the level of the roadway on which the vehicle stands
at a distance of more than seventy-five (75) 75 feet from the vehicle.

(b) Except as required or permitted in K.S.A. 8-1720 and 8-1730, and
any amendments thereto, no person shall drive or move any vehicle or
equipment upon any highway with any lamp or device capable of dis-
playing a red light visible from directly in front of the center thereof, nor
shall any vehicle or equipment upon any highway have any lamp or device
displaying any color of light visible from directly in front of the center
thereof except white or amber or any shade of color between white and
amber.

(c) Flashing lights are prohibited except as authorized or required in
K.S.A. 8-1717, 8-1720, 8-1721, 8-1722, 8-1723(e), 8-1730, 8-1730a and
8-1731, and any amendments thereto.

(d) The flashing lights described in K.S.A. 8-1720, 8-1730 and 8-
1730a, and any amendments thereto, shall not be used on any vehicle
other than a school bus, church bus or day care program bus, as defined
in K.S.A. 8-1730a, and amendments thereto, or an authorized emergency
vehicle.

(e) All lighting devices and reflectors mounted on the rear of any
vehicle shall display or reflect a red color, except the stop light or other
signal device, which may be red, amber or yellow, and except that the
light illuminating the license plate shall be white and the light emitted by
a back-up lamp shall be white or amber.

Sec. 4. K.S.A. 8-1720 and 8-1729 and K.S.A. 2004 Supp. 8-1723 are
hereby repealed.

Sec. 5. This act shall take effect and be in force from and after its
publication in the statute book.

Approved March 28, 2005.


