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Brief *

HB 2332 amends the Employment Security Law by doing away
with the current requirement that a person’s unemployment benefits
have 50 percent of Social Security and Railroad Retirement Act
benefits deducted from unemployment benefit payments.

In addition, the bill modifies the formula for unemployment
benefits for one year.  Under the bill two weeks of additional benefits
would be given to claimants who exhaust regular benefits and any
other federal or state extended benefits from July 1, 2003 to June 30,
2004.  The bill clarifies that employers would not be charged for any
extended or additional benefits.

Finally, the bill amends the Employment Security Law by
changing Kansas law to match federal law regarding an unemploy-
ment tax on employers who hire immigrant agricultural workers.  The
bill does away with this unemployment assessment.

Background

The sponsor appeared in favor of the bill.  Others who testified
in support of the measure included conferees from the AARP, the
Kansas AFL-CIO, the Older Kansan Employment Program, and a
private citizen.  The Chief Counsel from the Department of Human
Resources who provided information stated support for the bill.  The
Employment Security Advisory Council has endorsed the bill.
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The fiscal note on the original bill indicates that unemployment
benefits paid from the Employment Security Trust Fund would
increase by $1.2 million.

The provisions regarding the formula for unemployment benefits
came from SB 269 as agreed to by the Conference Committee.

The provisions regarding immigrant workers are from HB 2267
as agreed to by the Conference Committee.


