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Greenbush appreciates the opportunity to provide proponent testimony on HB 2719, a bill related to the
processes for ensuring informed parental consent prior to the administration of certain tests,
guestionnaires, surveys, or examinations. Our testimony today is intended to support the provision
regarding the extension of the timeframe from 4 months to 6 months between when parents provide
written consent and the administration of certain tests, questionnaires, surveys, or examinations.

Since 1995, Greenbush has administered the Kansas Communities that Care (KCTC) Student Survey on
behalf of the Kansas Department for Aging and Disability Services (KDADS). From the beginning, protocols
have been in place to ensure parents/guardians were informed about the survey’s content, purpose, and
how data would be utilized. KDADS makes the survey available to Kansas schools at no cost, although the
decision to administer the survey is left to local school districts.

There is no other instrument in Kansas with a focus on providing local-level data to inform school and
community efforts to prevent risky behaviors such as substance use and bullying. The KCTC Student Survey
is the only statewide data source to inform schools, communities, and families about how many of their
kids are experiencing feelings of depression or who have seriously thought about killing themselves, have
made a plan to kill themselves, or tried to kill themselves.

From 1995 until 2014, the procedure for parents/guardians to give consent for their child to participate in
KCTC required parents to notify their school if they did not want their child to participate. This “OPT OUT”
process was a common practice in obtaining informed consent from parents/guardians when collecting
data from students. In 2015, Kansas enacted the Student Data Privacy Act requiring an active consent
process through which parents/guardians would be required to give written permission to allow their child
to participate in the KCTC Student Survey.

The Student Data Privacy Act was further amended in 2022 to add more specific requirements regarding
informed consent. Most of the changes enacted in 2022 aligned with the protocols already in place.
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To provide some context regarding the outcome of changing protocols, the percentage of student
responses reported over the past decade is shown below. These are calculated based on the number of
students whose survey responses are reported and the total number of students enrolled in 6%, 8%, 10*",
and 12" grades as reported by KSDE. Changes in parental consent protocols are noted in 2015 and 2022
when participation levels were at their lowest. There was a 2% increase in total participation in 2024.
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Our aim has always been to help the Kansas Department of Aging and Disability Services ensure that local
data is available to guide prevention work at the local level. Because of their investment in the Kansas
Communities That Care Student Survey, these data resources are available at no cost to all Kansas public
and private schools and each county that participates. An overview illustrating the type of information
available from the 2023 KCTC Student Survey is attached.

Greenbush continues to support protocols to maintain the highest ethical and legal standards to ensure
student privacy, informed consent by parents/guardians and students, and accurate data reporting.
Obtaining informed consent from parents/guardians within six months of the administration of tests,
guestionnaires, surveys or examinations will assist schools in operationalizing parent consent procedures
as part of their enrollment processes while ensuring that parents/guardians are fully informed and
continue to have the option to decline participation by their student.

We welcome any questions and stand ready to share more specifics regarding the protocols that are in
place at any time.

Contact:

Kelly Peak Stacie Clarkson
Director of Special Projects Associate Executive Director
kelly.peak@greenbush.org stacie.clarkson@greenbush.org

620.238.3713 620.724.6281
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DATA ILLUSTRATES RESPONSES FROM STUDENTS SURVEYED IN 2023 WHO ANSWERED EACH QUESTION.

KCTC EVOLUTION

Kansas was a pioneer in substance abuse prevention needs assessment & local data access
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SUICIDAL THOUGHTS, PLANS & ATTEMPTS IN THE PAST YEAR
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DATA ILLUSTRATES RESPONSES FROM STUDENTS SURVEYED IN 2023 WHO ANSWERED EACH QUESTION.
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