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House Bills 2571 and 2572 strengthen the protection for advance voting ballots that are returned 
in a manner other than by mail. HB 2571 requires that any ballot returned to an unsupervised drop 
box be marked provisional subjecting its origins to heightened scrutiny from the county board of 
canvassers. HB 2572 provides that if a person returns their ballot in person to the county election 
officer, the person returning the ballot shall present identification and be photographed with each 
ballot that the person is returning. 
 
Voting outside of a polling place has long been one of the key methods for introducing fraud into 
elections. Instances of mail ballot fraud have been cataloged in a searchable format by The 
Heritage Foundation in their voter fraud database.1 A review of these cases, as performed by the 
Brennan Center for Justice, reveals that mail ballot fraud is a nationwide problem.2  Even left-wing 
Brennan Center analysis showed that there were 71 documented cases where someone, 
“unlawfully assisted, coerced, or deceived voters who were completing or casting absentee 
ballots.” In 38 of those cases, the culprit was the candidate or the campaign. In addition, they 
described 58 cases where defendants, “unlawfully cast an absentee ballot in another’s name or 
attempted to do so.” And they cataloged 13 more cases where a person, “unlawfully applied for an 
absentee ballot for themselves or another.” These cases show that absentee ballots present a ripe 
opportunity for would-be fraudsters to game the system. Ideally, vote trafficking should be illegal 
in all forms, and the handling of ballots should be restricted exclusively to voters, caregivers, and 
immediate family members. Absent this, additional protections against vote trafficking are clearly 
needed. 
 
Some example versions of mail ballot fraud follows. 
 

 
1 h#ps://www.heritage.org/voterfraud 
2 h#ps://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/research-reports/heritage-fraud-database-assessment 
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