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Chair Williams and members of the committee:

Thank you for the opportunity to provide written testimony in opposition to HB 2048, which significantly
expands the school voucher program. The proposed changes to the low-income student scholarship
program:

e broaden eligibility requirements to include those K-12 students from families with an annual
income that is less than or equal to 250% of the federal poverty guidelines and consider other
factors, such as placement in foster care and those with parents in certain professions and

e increases the cap for the overall program and the tax credit for corporate donors from 70
percent to 100 percent, effective January 1, 2023, thereby reducing state revenue immediately.

The Olathe Board of Education and staff are committed to providing programs and services that help the
nearly 30,000 students enrolled in our schools progress academically, and our district strives to deliver
the high-quality education our community has come to expect.

The Olathe Board of Education has a long-standing policy position that states: Schools receiving public
funding should be required to meet state accreditation requirements, provide information about
students and financing on the same basis as public schools, and accept all students on an equal, non-
selective basis.

Academic accountability

Olathe Public Schools is continually adapting programs, creating new learning opportunities, and
working with our business partners to provide students and parents with programs that challenge
students academically. We recognize the learning experience needs to be highly individualized. That is
why we remain focused on outcomes and providing our students with high-quality learning
opportunities that prepare them for success in post-secondary education and the workforce.

Our district continues to work with families to provide students with the best possible learning
experience for students. Student academic progress is monitored, assessed, and communicated to
students and their families in various ways, including conferences and online reporting. We respect that
parents may prefer alternative learning opportunities, whether it be homeschooling or enrolling their
children in private schools, but we believe those programs should be held to the same rigorous
academic and reporting standards as the school district.



Fiscal accountability

The Olathe Board of Education strives to be a good steward of taxpayer dollars. We are not only
required, but support, a transparent budget process that allows parents and community members to
have input and ask questions about how resources are used to support student learning. The district
holds budget workshops and board meetings that invite public participation. An external accounting firm
annually audits our budget to ensure we follow generally accepted accounting principles. That budget is
also subject to an audit by the Kansas State Department of Education to ensure that expenditures
comply with state and federal laws. And, legislature’s discretion, our district is audited by the Division of
Legislative Post Audit — often to ensure that we comply with state laws and that we are achieving the
outcomes intended by the legislature. All of this information and additional budget resources are
publicly available for patrons.

HB 2048 does not impose these same requirements or establish similar expectations for nonpublic
entities, whether private schools or other nonpublic learning environments. Unlike school districts,
there is no requirement that private entities meet a minimum standard of submitting or publishing a
budget plan for how public dollars will be utilized to achieve outcomes for students — something that
has been an essential part of our conversations related to K-12 education funding and policy discussions.

The funds being directed to nonpublic entities are taxpayer dollars, and we believe they should be held
to the same level of accountability as our district.

The Olathe Board of Education appreciates the legislature’s investment and interest in working with us
to ensure that each child has the opportunity to learn. We know we are making a difference in our
students’ lives and remain committed to working with you to address the needs of all students. If you
have any questions, please contact me at (913) 780-8022.



