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Behavioral Health Care

HB 2723 - Testimony
House Committee on Welfare Reform
3/5/2024

Bill D. Persinger, Jr., CEO, Valeo Behavioral Health Care, Inc., Topeka, Kansas

Honorable Chair Awerkamp and distinguished members of the Committee, | am Bill D.
Persinger, Jr., CEO at Valeo Behavioral Health Care, Inc., a nationally accredited, state-
licensed community mental health center (CMHC) and substance use disorders treatment
center. Valeo is a (provisionally) Certified Community Behavioral Health Clinic (CCBHC).

Itis an honor to present to you today on HB2723 which, if sighed into law, would bring much-
needed resources in our collective on-going effort to end homelessness, helping our
unsheltered neighbors achieve independence and self-sufficiency. Thank you for the priority
you’re giving to this most pressing issue.

What is Valeo doing now to help the unsheltered?
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Partner in the Mobile Access Partnership (MAP). Please see brochure attached.
Partner in Warming Centers (during polar vortex events) and Cooling Centers (via the
Extreme Weather Workgroup).

Crisis Residential Center/ Crisis Transitional Living Center.

Homeless Outreach Team (Homeless Qutreach Partnerships for Empowerment).
Co-Responder Program.

Partnering with the Topeka Police Department and the Shawnee County Sheriff’s
Office’s Crisis Intervention Teams (CIT) Program.

Crisis Case Management.

Assertive Community Treatment (ACT) Team.

Offering emergency supplies such as food, clothing, personal hygiene, and survival
gear.
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What trends and factors are we seeing in Topeka and Shawnee County?

1.

City of Topeka’s Homeless Initiative Task Force. Report with actionable and specific
steps due to City sometime in April.

80+% of unsheltered individuals want a permanent home.

Severe mental illness and/or addiction is a struggle and challenge for many who are
unsheltered.

The unsheltered population is aging and they have health problems associated with
aging and pre-mature aging.

Increase in the number of unsheltered individuals in Shawnee County over prior years
(but awaiting our annual Point In Time Count results).

Seeing more cases of unsheltered folks who have fallen on hard times.

. Increase in number of individuals living in abandoned houses, trailers, and campers

with no utilities.

City of Topeka camping ordinance and designated camping areas.

A number of people enter jail from homelessness and are released into
homelessness.

What is needed to reduce or end homelessness?

An enduring inter-governmental, multiple agency (non-profit and faith community), multi-
sector response/plan that is unified and comprehensive, such as the one being developed
in Topeka and Shawnee County. The following is a partial list of services/initiatives essential
to the success of such a plan:

1.

.

Low barrier housing and (very) low-cost rental housing and rental and utility
subsidies.

Increased support for emergency shelter beds, especially for women with children.
A One Stop Shop for access to a variety of local services and supports.

Increased access to, and funding for, healthy and affordable food, medicine, and
primary care.

Increased funding for the public behavioral health safety net of mental health crisis
services and substance use disorders treatment for uninsured persons.

Increased funding for mental health staff who work on the street with homeless
individuals.

Funding for more transitional/residential center living beds for individuals with severe
mental illness.

Mental Health and other specialty courts, such as Veterans Court and Drug Court.
Supported employment and other employment and educational programs for adults
with mental illness.




Summary

Honorable Chair and Members of the Committee, thank you SO much for your work in
elevating discussions and actions this most important community issue. Stable, safe, and
affordable housing (low barrier temporary housing and permanent housing) is the most
essential and fundamental element in properly addressing homelessness and in giving folks
a hand up. Ending homelessness will require an increased, sustained, integrated, and
collaborative community effort and plan that focusses on the whole person (and the family)
with improved access to, and funding for, public mental health and addictions treatment
services, expanded social services (food and job supports, for example), emergency shelter
beds, and healthcare.
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