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Testimony of Randy Leis, County Commissioner Meade County, Kansas
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Chairman Billinger and Members of the Committee, thank you for allowing me to testify in
opposition to Senate Bill No. 309, which creates the fixing instant revenue shock for tax-
payers fund, the local extraordinary needs fund and abolishes the local ad valorem tax
reduction fund.

I am Randy Leis, a Meade County Commissioner. I also serve as president of the Kansas
Legislative Policy Group, a non-partisan group of 33 rural western Kansas counties that work
collectively on issues of mutual interest.

SB 309 is an attempt to make cities and counties whole for lost revenue due to a legislative
enactment which reduces local retailers’ sales or compensating use tax revenues. Previous
efforts to offset county revenue losses related to legislative tax modifications (LAVTR,
CCRSF and CIME slider payments) have been short lived and resulted in a shifting of the
burden to other local tax-payers. We fear the same end result with SB 309.

There is no guarantee of long-term funding of these restoration funds, which normally would
be received by local communities had a legislative modification not occurred. The potential
impact of SB 309 not being fully funded by the legislature in the future is likely and will be
extremely harmful to our ability to manage budgets and revenue streams, especially if SB 248
as it left the Senate becomes law.

Sales taxes are an important source of revenue for counties, SB 309 provides for a static
review of sales tax collections and as it is drafted doesn’t appear to be responsive to economic
growth that naturally occurs in tax collections.

The bill requires the State Treasurer to make a determination of the lost revenue up to twelve
months after a loss was incurred. How is a city or county to pay their sales tax related

obligations or associated debt service during this determination period?

If it is the legislature’s intent to fully replace losses and hold harmless a city or county from
legislatively enacted local sales tax decreases why do the original reduction?

We ask that you oppose Senate Bill No. 309.
Thank you for your consideration.
Randy Leis

President
Kansas Legislative Policy Group
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