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Written PROPONENT testimony in favor of HB 2311. AN ACT concerning children
and minors; relating to the secretary for children and families; prohibiting the
secretary from adopting and enforcing policies for placement, custody or
appointment of a custodian that may conflict with sincerely held religious or
moral beliefs regarding sexual orientation or gender identity; creating a right of
action for violations.

TO: Madam Chair Rep. Howerton and members of the House Committee on Child
Welfare and Foster Care

FROM: Lucrecia Nold, Public Policy Specialist, Kansas Catholic Conference
DATE: February 17, 2025
Madam Chair Howerton and committee members,

My name is Lucrecia Nold and | am the policy specialist for the Kansas Catholic
Conference, representing the Catholic Bishops of Kansas. Thank you for the
opportunity to voice our support for HB 2311.

“Be fruitful and multiply.” These words, spoken in the first chapter of Genesis, are
familiar to many. They are not only familiar but taken to heart, for many couples
who desire deeply to grow their family through the gift of children. However, all
too often and for reasons unknown, couples struggle with infertility. An
unfortunate reality that many Kansans themselves face. Often causing much
heartache and pain, as couples deeply desire to start or grow their family.

The beauty of adoption is a wonderful opportunity for couples struggling with
infertility. Adoption opens doors to couples who strongly want to share their love
and home with a child. However, the process of adoption is often an emotional
rollercoaster for these couples. An additional fear of possibly being discriminated
against because of their Catholic or Christian faith, is unnecessary and something
we can prevent from happening. Helping to make the adoption process as peaceful
and smooth as possible.

Catholics and many other Christian couples are often those who choose to grow
their families through adoption. HB 2311 will ensure these couples maintain the
freedom to adopt and provide children with a stabilized and loving forever home.

In the words of Pope Francis, “One of the highest forms of parenthood is to take on
the responsibility of becoming adoptive parents, prepared to welcome an orphaned
or abandoned child as part of one’s own family.”



Let us allow couples this highest form of parenthood. By helping them feel supported, confident and
peaceful in their decision of growing their family through adoption.

We strongly encourage you to support HB 2311. Please reach out if there are any questions.

Lucrecia Nold

Public Policy Specialist
Kansas Catholic Conference
lucrecia@kansascatholic.org
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