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Chair Howerton and members of the committee,

My name is Rija Khan. | am here as a private citizen from Overland Park, thank you for the
opportunity to provide testimony on HB 2311, a bill subjecting Kansas kids in foster care to
religious discrimination. | care deeply about the well-being of children in Kansas and | strongly
urge you to oppose this legislation that would put some of our most vulnerable children at
risk—especially LGBTQ+ youth in foster care.

According to KVC Kansas, “As of April 2024, there are nearly 6,000 youth in foster care in
Kansas.”. Many of these children have already faced rejection from their families. HB 2311 could
place them in homes where their identities are not accepted, further harming their mental health
and well-being. Every child deserves a safe, supportive environment, and this bill makes it
harder to guarantee that.

By allowing foster parents to reject or discourage a child's identity based on personal beliefs,
this bill limits the number of affirming homes available. Instead of prioritizing what is best for
Kansas children in foster care, it prioritizes the preferences of adults—even when those
preferences may be harmful.

This bill also opens the door to discrimination. It allows agencies to favor certain caregivers over
others based on religious or moral beliefs, even if those caregivers may not provide the most
supportive environment. Additionally, it could lead to lawsuits, wasting resources that should be
focused on finding the best possible homes for children.

Advocates of this bill claim it protects religious freedom, but in reality, it legalizes discrimination
in child welfare services. The government should not be in the business of making it harder for
children to find safe, loving homes.

To the members of this committee, | say this: You have a choice. You can prioritize a broken
system that puts personal beliefs above a child's well-being, or you can take a stand for Kansas
children in foster care who simply want a family and a permanent home. The choice should be
clear. Kansas deserves better. Our children deserve better.

| urge you to oppose HB 2311. Thank you and | hope you take my testimony into consideration.
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