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LICENSED MARRIAGE &
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Opposition Testimony for HB 2311
For the House Committee on Child Welfare and Foster Care
February 17th, 2025
Ashley Radtke

Chair Howerton and Members of the Committee, thank you for the opportunity to provide
opponent testimony on HB 2311. I am submitting testimony out of concern for many areas of my
life. Most notably, I am a parent of a wonderful 7 year old who I must act to protect from the over
reach of this bill. The choices of individuals should be a matter of parental and medical decision
making. Allowing law makers to restrict care for the constituents in your area does not support
my ability to parent with the personal freedom and specific awareness I have of my child’s needs.
This bill has been pushed back previously because of the hurtful over reach it allows.

I am also writing to you as a concerned clinician with about 15 years of experience as a licensed
therapist. I have devoted my entire adult life to provide mental health support to the communities
I belong to. This bill diminishes the quality of care I have access to provide. The research is clear
that gender affirming saves lives. Furthermore, the value of affirming care has always been clear
to clinicians before research documented it. Creating more fear for the community of care
workers trying to support marginalized communities only creates a lower quality of care and
encouraged skilled and ethical clinicians to leave the profession.

Lastly, I am a military spouse. My relationship to my husband, who has served in the US
Airforce for over 20 years, has inextricably changed my understanding of the cost of freedom.
This infringement of personal freedoms flies in the face of all of the sacrifices my family and so
many others like mine have made. I encourage you to consider the people without control over
the state they reside in who deserve the right to support their child’s gender decisions no matter

where they live.
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