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Chair Howerton and Members of the Committee, thank you for the opportunity to provide
opponent testimony on HB 2311.

My name is Xoe Cranberry, and I urge you to vote against HB 2311 because it places
government overreach above parental rights, increases costly legal risks for the state, and
puts vulnerable children at greater risk. This bill creates more problems than it solves and
distracts from the real goal of our foster care system—placing children in loving, stable homes.

HB 2311 is Government Overreach into Family Decisions

Kansas has long upheld the importance of parental rights in making decisions for their
children. This bill strips away the ability of parents who are raising LGBTQ+ children to ensure
their children are placed in safe, aftirming environments. Instead, it prioritizes the personal
beliefs of prospective foster and adoptive parents above the wishes of biological families and
the needs of children themselves.

This bill also interferes with the free market by allowing certain agencies or individuals to
disregard standard best practices based on their personal views, rather than what’s in the best
interest of the child. Inserting government-mandated exceptions into professional decision-
making sets a dangerous precedent that could lead to broader government interference in
private sector industries.

HB 2311 Creates Legal Liability & Burdens Taxpayers

This bill opens the floodgates to costly lawsuits by granting a broad right to sue. Litigation like
this has proven to be an unnecessary financial drain in other states, diverting resources away
from education, public safety, and infrastructure—areas where Kansans want their tax dollars
spent.

Kansas cannot afford to follow the path of states that have enacted similar laws and found
themselves mired in expensive legal battles. The courts have repeatedly ruled that discrimination
based on sexual orientation and gender identity violates federal protections, which means this bill
could trigger lawsuits that Kansas taxpayers will ultimately fund. Instead of inviting financial
risk, the Legislature should focus on fiscally responsible policies that strengthen our foster
care system, not weaken it.

HB 2311 Will Lead to More Bureaucracy and Fewer Safe Homes for Kids



Kansas already faces a foster care crisis with too few families available to provide loving homes
for children in need. HB 2311 narrows the pool of willing and able caregivers by allowing
personal beliefs to override child welfare best practices. Instead of expanding opportunities for
children to find stable placements, this bill could result in more children being left in temporary
or unstable housing situations.

Additionally, the bill is vague and unenforceable, creating administrative chaos. It forces
caseworkers to navigate conflicting moral and legal guidelines rather than focusing on the core
mission of ensuring child safety and well-being. Legislators should be reducing bureaucratic red
tape, not increasing it.

Conclusion

HB 2311 puts ideology over children’s well-being, increases unnecessary government
intervention, exposes the state to costly lawsuits, and exacerbates an already strained foster
care system. I urge this committee to reject this bill and instead focus on common-sense policies
that prioritize children, support families, and protect Kansas taxpayers from avoidable legal
battles.

Thank you for your time and consideration.
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