I am writing to you in hopes you will vote NO on HB2311. | am a teacher in the KC area and
have had a minimal number of students go through my art room who have transitioned or are
choosing gender-neutral pronouns. | also have the MOST wonderful niece who transitioned a
few years ago. | can tell you these human beings are all so loved and cared for and kind young
people.

It is so sad that the narrative regarding these young people is often exaggerated, mostly
absolute lies. Here are some true statements:

- Teachers are NOT giving sex change surgeries during school. Obviously, that is
laughable, but | have heard our new President make this claim on more than one
occasion.

- A more believable story, that is not happening, is that teachers are encouraging students
to transition. This isn’t happening. To be a teacher in these times is a lot. Coming from a
20-year-plus veteran... if teaching empathy to students is bad- were you not taught the
Golden Rule? That is about as far as it goes. Teachers work with parents to handle any
situation that arises but to say it is not a team effort to support our students and their
families’ wishes is incredibly false.

- When | use the word transition, you must be aware of the fact that actual surgeries
occurring to a young person under the age of 18 are so INCREDIBLY rare.

- Transition could be as simple as a change in name or pronoun, potentially hormones- |
have NEVER met a child going through this that was not working hand in hand with
medical professionals.

- Ido NOT understand at all why Republicans feel that they have better knowledge than
medical PROFESSIONALS. | would ask ANY one of you if your child was struggling or
had a terrible medical diagnosis where do you go first? You would do everything you
could to get them all the help they needed and trust the people who are trained to help.
NONE of you would head to Topeka to ask your fellow councilman how to help.

| emailed Mark Schrieber last week because | was so moved and proud of his speech and vote.
I do not understand the partisan politics going on in the country, especially when it involves a
child’s well-being. Finally, | am aware a handful of Republicans have been financially backed by
KOCH. | guess | would say for any Republican not beholden to that- PLEASE consider a NO
vote. | can NOT tell you how misguided these bills are. | feel like you all should be spending
your time figuring out how to continue funding our fabulous public schools in Kansas when
Department of Education is abolished. OR, what about the grants given to farmers and higher
education that have been frozen... you all have way more important things to worry about than
getting into a families’ private business. | thought you did not like big government!?

I hope many of you will use common sense and vote NO on HB2311.

Mary Stallard
Westwood Hills, KS



