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Chairperson, Members of the Committee, 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify today in strong support of House Bill 2311. My name is 
Stacey Chik. I am a wife of 22 years, an Executive Vice President of a national nonprofit, and a 
mother to seven wonderful children, 3 biological, and 4 of whom we fostered for many years and 
adopted here in the state of Kansas. I am an Educational Advocate and a licensed Trauma 
Informed Care Practitioner. In my day job, I work tirelessly to protect the most vulnerable across 
our country, and I am here today because Kansas foster children deserve to have protections in 
place ensuring that more safe, healthy families can serve as foster placements for years to come. 

Every year, thousands of Kansas children enter the foster system through no fault of their own. 
They are removed from their homes due to abuse, neglect, or family crisis, and they enter a 
world of uncertainty, fear, and trauma. Our duty as a state is to ensure that these children have a 
safe and loving place to land—a home where they can begin to heal. Foster families provide that 
home. 

But today, we face an alarming reality: we are at risk of losing these families. Without the 
protections provided by House Bill 2311, we send a message to people of faith that their beliefs 
disqualify them from caring for children in need. That is not only a loss to the families willing to 
open their hearts and homes—it is a loss to every child in our system. 

I want to highlight three key reasons this legislation is essential: 

1. Without this law, we will lose foster families—families Kansas children 
desperately need. 

Foster care is already in crisis. We struggle to recruit and retain families who are willing to 
serve, especially families who can provide long-term, stable placements. As of October 31, 2024, 
there were 5,762 children in out-of-home placements in Kansas (source: Kansas Department for 
Children and Families, Foster Care/Adoption Summary Reports, dcf.ks.gov). That number is 
staggering on its own, but what is even more troubling is that our system is so overwhelmed that 
some of these children have nowhere to go. 

In 2023, 57 children in Kansas had to spend 68 nights in offices or unlicensed facilities because 
there were no available foster homes. This is unacceptable. A child who has already been 
traumatized by removal from their home should not have to sleep in a government office or a 
hotel room with a rotating roster of caseworkers watching over them. That is not a solution—it is 
the state imposing further trauma. Imagine what it says to even one child in care about their self-
worth... to one of the 57 sweet souls who find themselves sleeping in an office building or a hotel 



  
 

  
 

rather than being welcomed by a family they otherwise could have had but for the shortage - a 
shortage that will increase if this bill is not passed.  

2. Foster parents focus on meeting a child’s most fundamental needs—healing 
trauma and reunification.

When our first foster placements came to us they were 2 & 4. Neither were potty trained, neither 
spoke past a few monosyllabic words and feral grunts. They were emaciated, under-sized for 
their age, had hollow eyes that spoke of unknown horrors. The younger of the two had a 
mishapen head from being left in a pack and play 24/7 for months on end and had chewed one of 
his fingers to bits out of desperate hunger. The last thing on our minds was church, teaching them 
our belief system, or even prayer. We are devout Catholics so that may come as a surprise to 
those who know us, but we went from being trained through the state to the deep end of a trauma 
war zone and it was a bloodbath. There was no time to think about the higher-level things like 
where they will go to school and what does their future look like? We were inundated with the 
24/7 trauma responses of these children and every moment was an emergency to meet their most 
basic needs that had clearly gone unmet for so long. Fed, hydrated, clean, clothed, warm, loved. 
Rinse and repeat. Literally 24 hours a day. There was no reprieve. Only front lines trauma work. 

Foster parents are now trained in most states on trauma-informed care principles. This training 
reinforces Maslow’s Hierarchy of Needs as the foundation for helping children transition from 
constant fight-or-flight survival mode into a state of felt safety. When children experience neglect 
and abuse, their nervous systems are conditioned to expect instability and danger. Trauma-
informed care equips foster parents to methodically rebuild their sense of trust in the world by 
consistently meeting their fundamental needs—ensuring they are fed, sheltered, and protected. 
Over time, this structured security allows children to begin to heal and move beyond survival into 
true developmental and emotional growth. Regardless of a parent's religious beliefs, previous 
parenting experience, or even convictions about simple things like screen time and snacks, all 
foster parents must operate through a lens of trauma informed care principles in order to provide 
what is best for the children.  

Good foster parenting follows a clear priority: ensuring children feel safe, secure, and loved. It 
aligns with Maslow’s Hierarchy of Needs—providing food, shelter, stability, and emotional 
security so that trauma-affected children can begin to heal. Children in foster care do not need to 
be caught between the crosshairs of  ideologies - the state should be safeguarding families like 
ours and ensuring they can participate in this fundamental healing work of the community. 

3. The church has historically been the largest provider of foster families and 
support for children in crisis.

There is an old adage "It takes a village" - my village just happens to be my faith community. The 
faith community has long been at the forefront of foster care and adoption. For centuries, people 
of faith have stepped up to serve orphaned, abandoned, and vulnerable children, driven by their 
conviction to care for the least of these. The state depends on these families to shoulder the 



burden of foster care, and yet, we now find ourselves at a crossroads where those same families 
risk being pushed out because of their religious beliefs. 

What's more is that it is the families who are firmly rooted in faith communities that tend to 
thrive as healthy and healing homes for foster children precisely because they are surrounded by 
a community who loves them and loves the service they are doing. They rally. When the foster 
family is exhausted beyond measure and can barely get two thoughts together to form a sentence, 
the Church shows up, with a casserole and a bag of coloring stuff for the kids. When the foster 
family has to be six places at once for parent visits, social workers, a court hearing, a medical 
visit, and a principals meeting, who shows up to stand in the gap? The Church. When we adopted 
our children in the state of Kansas, who filled the courtroom on National Adoption Day? Our 
church family! They have been the champions in these children's lives since day one. It is 
incomprehensible to me that we would not want to ensure that families who are believers can 
continue pouring into their foster placements with an entire community of love and support 
bolstering their efforts. 

Conclusion 

House Bill 2311 ensures that no foster parent or agency is forced to affirm or comply with 
ideological mandates that conflict with their sincerely held religious or moral beliefs. It does not 
limit the ability of the state to consider the best interests of the child. It does not prevent children 
from being placed in affirming homes. It simply ensures that families will not be excluded from 
the system or denied licensure because they hold to their faith-based convictions. 

Kansas foster children deserve safe, loving homes. They deserve stability. They deserve families 
who are focused on meeting their fundamental needs, not ideological conformity. The passage of 
HB 2311 is not just about protecting religious liberty—it is about protecting the thousands of 
children who rely on the generosity of faith-driven families to care for them in their most 
vulnerable moments. 

I urge you to support this bill and send a clear message that Kansas welcomes and values all 
families who step up to care for children in need. Thank you for your time. 

 


