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Chairman Howerton and Members of the Committee, thank you so much for giving me time to
share my thoughts on HB 2311 with you today. My name is Dakota Bowden, and | am a voter in
Douglas County, Kansas. | am giving testimony on behalf of Psychedelic Veterans of Kansas
(ADKY) as its Founder. | am writing today to encourage the committee to vote NO on HB 2311.
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Chairman Howerton and Members of the Committee, thank you for the opportunity to speak
today. | oppose HB 2311 because it would allow individuals to use their religious or moral beliefs
as a basis to deny foster or adoptive placements to LGBTQ+ individuals or couples. This bill, if
enacted, would open the door to discrimination in a system that should prioritize the best
interests of children—providing them with safe, loving, and nurturing homes.

I have seen firsthand how exclusionary practices can hurt families and, most importantly, the
children involved. A few years ago, a close family friend, who had long dreamed of expanding
her family, was denied the chance to adopt because of her partner’s sexual orientation. The
decision was based not on her ability to provide a caring home, but on prejudiced beliefs that
should have no place in our foster care and adoption system. Witnessing the heartbreak that
followed left an indelible mark on me, reinforcing my commitment to fairness and equality for all
families.

| respectfully urge you to vote against HB 2311. Discriminatory policies like this not only harm
individual families but also undermine our community’s core values of inclusion and
compassion. Thank you for your time and consideration.

Chairman Howerton and Members of the Committee, thank you once again for allowing me to
share my views today. | respectfully urge you to vote against HB 2311, as it opens the door to
discrimination and undermines the values of fairness and inclusion that are essential to our
foster care and adoption systems. Thank you for your time and consideration.



