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Chairman Howerton and Members of the Committee, | appreciate you giving me the time to
share my thoughts on HB 2311 with you all today. My name is Caroline Beelman and | am a
voter in Shawnee County. | am writing this testimony today to encourage the committee to vote
NO on HB 2311.

As | study Addictions Counseling and Human Services, | am genuinely worried about these
older (and all) children not being adopted into loving homes. As they age out of foster care,
homelessness is a very serious issue that arises. | have seen cases where young adults are left
to fend for themselves and turn to drugs whilst trying to cope. Trauma from not receiving
adoption, a loving home, and a safe family, spirals into rejection, betrayal, hopelessness, and
often, drug use. This is significantly higher in minoritized communities. | wish nothing but for
every kid, of any background, to have the opportunity to shine and grow in a genuinely
welcoming home. | hope you will see this too.

Thank you all once again for hearing my story and thoughts on this bill, and | encourage you all
to vote no on the passage of HB 2311. Thank you.



