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Chairman Howerton and Members of the Committee, thank you for giving me the opportunity to
share my thoughts on HB 2311 with you today. My name is Zane Lawrence and | am a voter in
Cass County. | am writing to encourage you to vote NO on HB 2311.

Foster children already endure many hardships, including an increased risk of anxiety, trauma,
and depression. Placing LGBTQ+ foster children with unsupportive families will negatively
impact them by worsening their mental health. It will not enable them to grow and thrive as they
should. With many foster children awaiting homes, they deserve to be placed with supportive
families who love them, so they can escape the system and live secure lives. Like many
members of the community, | believe all children deserve the opportunity to live the best,
healthiest lives possible. In order for that to be possible, they deserve to be loved by families
who support them, not by ones who question their very existence.

HB 2311 has the potential to further harm an already vulnerable population. | encourage all of
you to vote NO and oppose its passage. Thank you for your time and consideration.



