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Chairman Howerton and Members of the Committee, thank you so much for giving me time to
share my thoughts on HB 2311 with you today. My name is Greg Howard and | am a voter in
Merriam in Johnson County. | am writing today to encourage the committee to vote NO on HB
2311

| as an adopted person oppose this bill. | was lucky to have been adopted from birth into a
loving family, one that was chosen with care by an agency and my birth mother. | have many
friends who were not so lucky, who have either left their families before turning 18 or longed for
the day they turned 18. Not everyone is fit to be a parent or to look after children. When children
have indentities that conflict with a parent’s religious or moral beliefs, both parent and child will
suffer.

I am concerned about how often children are placed in homes that do not meet their needs in
Kansas. According to the Annie E. Casey Foundation, 42% of foster children in Kansas
experience more than two placements each year. This is higher than the national number of
over a third. These moves are disruptive, stressful, and often traumatizing to our precious foster
families and vulnerable foster children. There would be less of a drain on our resources if
placement was done with more care, not less, if we were to have better placements resulting in
less replacements.

I am concerned about potential abuse of children if care is not taken in placing children with
foster families or adoptive families. Foster children are vulnerable and often isolated, having lost
connection to family, friends, neighbors, and often schools when being placed in a new home. |
hope that our foster parents all take on their responsibility with love and mercy, but we do not
live in a perfect world. When children with identities which conflict with a parents religious or
moral views, there is a situation ripe for abuse.

Once again, | thank you all for hearing my story and thoughts on this bill, and | encourage you
all to vote no of the passage of HB 2311. Thank you.



