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Chairman Howerton and Members of the Committee, thank you so much for giving me time to 
share my thoughts on HB 2311 with you today. My name is Klarissa Ponce, and I am a voter in 
Sedgwick County/Wichita, KS. I am writing today to encourage the committee to vote NO on HB 
2311  
 
There are currently hundreds of thousands of children in foster care throughout the United 
States, each facing unique challenges and uncertainties in their lives. Alarmingly, more than half 
of these children who are waiting to be adopted remain in the system for over two years before 
finding a permanent home. This extended waiting period can have profound emotional and 
developmental impacts on these kids, making it crucial that they are placed in stable, loving 
environments as soon as possible. Every child deserves the opportunity to grow up in a 
nurturing and affirming home where they can thrive and feel valued.  
 
Once again, I thank you all for hearing my story and thoughts on this bill, and I encourage you 
all to vote NO of the passage of HB 2311. Thank you.  
 


