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Chairman Howerton and Members of the Committee, thank you so much for giving me time to 
share my thoughts on HB 2311 with you today. My name is Austin Vawter and I am a voter in 
Wichita. I am writing today to encourage the committee to vote NO on HB 2311  
 
This bill is unnecessary and does not further what should be the state’s aim to help children. No 
matter your personal thoughts on transgender youth, this bill’s only aim is to make it possible for 
trans children to placed in the care of people who do not accept them being trans. The children 
that are in the foster care system are already going through a lot of turmoil in their personal life - 
especially so if they are transitioning. Again, even if you disapprove of their chosen identity, do 
we want to make these children who are going through the foster system be placed in homes 
that will make their lives harder. There is already too high of a suicide rate among teenagers - 
even higher with those that are transgender. I fear that forcing already troubled transgender 
children into the care of those who do not fully accept them will cause an unsafe environment 
that could lead to more teenage suicide.  
 
Thank you for reading my testimony and thoughts on this bill, and I highly encourage you to vote 
no on HB 2311. Thank you.  
 


