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Chairman Howerton and Members of the Committee, thank you so much for giving me time to 
share my thoughts on HB2311 with you today. My name is Amy Voelker and I am a resident of 
Olathe. I am writing today to encourage the committee to vote NO on HB 2311  
 
I am an adoptive parent of two children. When I decided to adopt I first turned to my local 
Catholic Charities adoption agency. Despite being a lifelong practicing Catholic I was not 
allowed to even apply to adopt through Catholic Charities because I was and remain single. 
This is exactly the kind of discrimination we do not need in our foster care system. Children in 
the foster care system who are eligible for adoption need parents and families. We already have 
a severe shortage of families and placing arbitrary religious or moral restrictions on possible 
families would eliminate a lot of loving parents. Our goal should be to get children into loving 
homes, not to insist on certain religious or moral characteristics for prospective parents. Our 
kids in foster care deserve to have the largest pool of qualified potential caregivers possible 
available to them.  
 
Once again I thank you all for hearing my story and I encourage you all to vote No on HB 2311. 
Thank you.  
 


