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To the members of the Committee as well as Chairman Howerton, I thank you for your time 
today. My name is Tristan Rethman and I am an avid voter in Douglas County. I write to you 
today to encourage a vote of NO on HB 2311.  
 
Child services are a costly and time consuming burden the state is responsible for. I understand 
this. Loosening protections on any youth, especially those already further marginalized by their 
sexuality or gender identity, is not the way to ease this burden. At best it passes the buck to the 
courts that now have to deal with an increased workload from the lawsuits spurred by this. The 
reality of its effects remain clear to me; more children matched with households and parents that 
just aren't a good match, to say the least.  
 
Again, I thank the committee for its devotion to public service. I hope all of the members vote 
NO on the passage of HB 2311.  
 


