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Senate Committee on Child Welfare and Foster Care
Chair, Rep. Cyndi Howerton

Re: Opposition Testimony, Oral, In Person

HB 2311 — Prohibiting the secretary from adopting and enforcing policies for placement, custody and
appointment of a custodian that may conflict with sincerely held religious or moral beliefs regarding
sexual orientation or gender identity and creating a right of action for violations.

Chair Howerton and Members of the Committee,

Mainstream was founded over 30 years ago by faith leaders who warned about the intrusion of
narrow, extremist religious views into our government and public institutions. In the following
decades, Mainstream members have fought to protect our religious freedoms and maintain strong
church-state separation because Kansans value their freedom to live as they see fit without the
overreach of government or religion into their personal lives.

HB 2311 privileges an extremist religious position over the safety and well-being of Kansas
children, and we ask you to vote no.

This bill discriminates against and harms LGBTQ+ Kansans. An existing 2018 statute allows
adoption agencies to discriminate against LGBTQ+ families if it conflicts with the agency’s religious
beliefs, making KS one of only one of 14 states to have such a law on the books. This is already an
egregious abuse of religious liberties and prevents waiting children from being placed with loving
LGBTQ+ families.

HB 2311 takes this discrimination and harm to another level. Our interpretation of this bill,
specifically Sec 1(a)(2), is that it would prohibit the DCF Secretary from creating any policies that
would protect young queer kids from families who would use their "sincerely held religious or moral
beliefs" to employ conversion therapy or other harmful anti-gay teachings. In short, a household that
ascribes to a religious or moral belief that doesn’t affirm LGBTQ+ identities can “guide or instruct a
child consistent with such beliefs.” Through this willful neglect, where would the line be drawn to
protect a child from being subjected to hateful language or practices intended to change that child’s
identity? This is state sanctioned child endangerment.
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Our religious freedom as guaranteed under the U.S. and Kansas Constitutions and religious
freedom acts is not a tool to be wielded to harm others. We have the protected freedom to
believe or not believe as we see fit, but sincerely held religious and moral beliefs are not an excuse
to place children with families who would harm young gay Kansans. The role of the state is to ensure
that these children are placed in households reflecting the best interests of the child. It is an abuse
of power for this legislature to decide that they, not DCF, should be the ones to define that
best interest to be based on extremist religious beliefs.

Mainstream urges you to reject HB 2311. Please prioritize the well-being of our children above
all else.
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