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Chair Howerton and members of the committee,

Today, I stand before you to express my deep concern and strong opposition to HB 2311. This
bill, under the guise of protecting children and individuals’ religious beliefs, undermines the very
principles it claims to uphold. This measure poses a significant threat to the well-being and
safety of children in foster care, particularly those who are already vulnerable due to their sexual
orientation or gender identity.

First, HB 2311 will lead to discrimination against LGBTQ+ children and affirming families. By
allowing foster and adoptive parents to refuse to affirm or support a child's sexual orientation or
gender identity based on their own beliefs, we risk placing children in environments that may not
be supportive or safe for them. This could exacerbate feelings of isolation and rejection, which
are already prevalent among LGBTQ+ youth.

Second, the bill undermines the principle of making placements in the best interests of the child.
While it states that the Secretary must consider the child's best interests, it also creates a loophole
that prioritizes the beliefs of potential caregivers over the child's needs. This could result in
children being placed with families who are not equipped to provide them with the support and
understanding they require. Imagine being a child in foster care, already feeling isolated and
uncertain about your future. Now, imagine being placed with a family that does not affirm or
support your identity. Think about the emotional and psychological impact this will have.

Lastly, the provision allowing individuals to seek damages for perceived violations of their rights
could lead to unnecessary litigation and divert resources away from the critical task of providing
care and support to children in need. Any reasonable person with reading comprehension would
see that this bill is not about protecting children; it's about using religious freedom as an excuse
to discriminate.

I urge you to consider the real-life impact of this bill. Think about the children who will be hurt
by it. Let's focus on creating a system that truly puts their well-being first. Let's reject this bill
and stand up for some of Kansas’ most vulnerable. I urge you to oppose HB 2311. Thank you for
your time.



