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| am a volunteer with Equality Kansas and | am here today as a mother of four children, two of
whom are transgender. My husband and | have loved and supported our children from the
moment they came into this world, and we have done everything in our power to help them live
as their true, authentic selves. | want to share with you today why | oppose HB 2311, a bill that |
believe could cause harm to children like mine, and to children all across Kansas who are
simply trying to be themselves in a world that isn’t always kind.

From the beginning, my husband and | have supported our children unconditionally. We didn’t
know much about what it meant to be transgender, but we knew our children. We knew them as
young people who are bright, loving, creative, and full of potential. What we didn’t know at the
time, we quickly learned. The most important thing we learned is that being transgender isn’t a
choice or a trend. It is an inherent part of who they are. It is a small part but like every part it is
essential to the sum of who they are. As parents, our job is to support them through their
journey, to ensure they feel loved and accepted, and to do everything we can to make their lives
better.

Imagine the nightmare of my children being placed into a home that does not accept them for
who they are. If they were to be placed in a situation where someone believed that their gender
identity was part of some "evil conspiracy," the trauma they would face could be catastrophic.
My children have already had to navigate so much pain in their lives living in a world that
oftentimes doesn’t understand and accept them for who they are.

They’ve faced bullying, isolation, and ridicule—things no child should ever have to experience.
We have worked tirelessly to make sure they feel safe and loved in our home. But even in the
best of circumstances, the world can feel like a very hostile place for transgender kids. Now,
imagine if they were removed from their home and placed somewhere that actively rejected
their very identity. The emotional and mental harm that would result could follow them for the
rest of their lives.

These are children, not political pawns. They are human beings who deserve to be treated with
dignity, respect, and compassion. If this bill passes, we are setting up an environment where the
safety and well-being of transgender children could be put in jeopardy. We are telling them that
their identity is something that can be disregarded when they can be placed in homes where



they might not be welcomed or understood.No child should ever feel like they are less than, or
that they must hide who they are to be accepted. | urge you to think about the children who will
be affected by this bill—the children who need us to have their backs, not to turn away from
them.

If HB 2311 passes, it will put the lives of vulnerable children at risk. It creates an environment
where people who care for these children—caseworkers, and social workers—may fear the
legal consequences of making decisions that are truly in the best interest of the child. Decisions
should be made based on what is best for the child, and that includes taking into account their
gender identity, their needs, and their emotional well-being. Children, especially those in foster
care, need to know they will be placed in homes where they are loved and accepted, not where
they may be subjected to further trauma because of their identity. If this bill passes, | fear that
many children, like mine, will be placed in homes that do not offer them the support they need
and deserve. | fear that my children will have to endure further trauma because of a political
decision that has no place in the decisions about their care.



