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Chairman Howerton and Members of the Committee, | appreciate your willingness to receive my
thoughts on HB 2311. My name is Isabel Call and | am a voter in Manhattan. | am writing today
to encourage you all to vote NO on HB 2311.

My congregation is made up of grandparents, parents -- including foster parents, mentors, and
friends and we are proud of our transgender youth. Our faith has publicly affirmed transgender
people and rejected discrimination and hate for over 30 years because living your true identity is
part of our free exercise of religion. People of all genders are beautiful and holy.

People of all ages, especially youth in the foster system, who come out as trans do so at
immense risk. Yet despite the physical violence and emotional abuse that threatens them, many
continue living their truth. Therefore, when a young person comes out, | trust that they are
expressing a core part of their identity. | respect them and | want them to get the support they
need.

Foster and adoptive parents whose beliefs underscore actions that could be harmful to an
LGBTQ child should not be placed in a position of authority over that child. HB 2311 would hurt
at-risk children in care — both those in need of temporary placements and those awaiting
placement with loving, forever families. Please do not deny them the best possible pool of
qualified foster and adoptive parents.

In my congregation, people who do not know many trans and non-binary people feel awkward
and uncomfortable at first. But when they learn to use people's preferred pronouns and see the
person as a fellow child of God, deep mutually caring relationships flourish. Our whole
community benefits when trans and non-binary people thrive.

| thank you all, again, for hearing my thoughts on this bill. | encourage you all to vote no of the
passage of HB 2311. Thank you.



