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Chair Howerton and Members of the Committee, thank you for the opportunity to provide
opponent testimony on HB 2311.

| oppose this bill because it would allow for foster placements that could be potentially harmful
for the child.

Under this bill, prospective foster families cannot be denied a placement due to their beliefs.
They would be allowed to care for a child with a different religion than theirs, or different views
on gender and sexuality. This bill prohibits any program that would offer no protection for the
child if the foster parents do not respect their different views and attempt to convert them to their
own.

Conversion therapy, which is a range of dangerous and discredited practices aimed at changing
one’s sexual orientation or gender identity, is still not illegal in Kansas. Implementing this bill
leaves LGBTQ+ children in the foster system little to no protection from this kind of abuse.
Scientific studies found in the U.S. National Instutude of Health’s library of medicine have
proven that these practices are associated with poor mental health and greater risk for suicide.
No young person should be subjected to such things for the sake of religious conformity.

The religious and personal views of both prospective foster parents and children in the foster
care system should be respected, regardless of those views. This bill is clearly very one-sided
towards foster families of a certain belief system. There must be a better way to ensure that our
freedoms are protected than the way this bill presents.

Thank you for your attention on this matter.



