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Planned Parenthood Great Plains Votes (“PPGPV"”). PPGPV is the advocacy and political arm of Comprehensive
Health of Planned Parenthood Great Plains and Planned Parenthood Great Plains (“PPGP”), which offer
compassionate sexual and reproductive health care to patients with four health center locations in Kansas.
PPGPV submits this testimony in opposition to House Bill 2311.

HB 2311 would allow for discrimination against members of the LGBTQ+ community in the foster care and
adoption system. Adoption and foster care agencies would be allowed to discriminate based on sexual
orientation and gender identity and still receive government funding. Under HB 2311, these agencies could
refuse to consider prospective families for child placement under the guise of religious expression. This license to
discriminate would make it more difficult for LGBTQ+ people to adopt or foster children. HB 2311 would also
harm at-risk youth in foster care and those awaiting adoption—particularly LGBTQ+ youth.

LGBTQ+ youth are already more likely to experience longer length of stays and placement instability in the child
welfare system. Among LGBTQ+ youth of color, placement permanency is even less likely.! Approximately
100,000 youth are waiting to be adopted in the United States, and 18,000 youth age out of foster care annually.?
60% of children awaiting adoption have spent more than two years in foster care.? In Kansas and nationally,
youth are experiencing unstable placements and there are not enough current or prospective foster parents.*
Allowing agencies to discriminate against LGBTQ+ families would narrow the number of qualified adoptive and
foster parents and make it even more difficult for children in care to find a home.

In allowing for discrimination against LGBTQ+ Kansans in child placement and custody, Kansas children would be
denied the broadest pool of qualified foster and adoptive parents. Same-sex couples raising children are seven
times more likely to raise adopted and foster children than different-sex couples.® The children of LGBTQ+
parents fare as well as children of non-LGBTQ+ parents in terms of self-esteem, quality of life, psychological
adjustment, educational outcomes, and social functioning.® The discrimination allowed under HB 2311 would
harm LGBTQ+ Kansans and children in need of affirming, supportive care.

PPGPV urges the Committee to oppose HB 2311.

' https://law.yale.edu/sites/default/files/area/center/ghjp/documents/yes-state-of-knowledge-sheet-2-lgbtqg-youth-experiences-in-the-child-
welfare-system.pdf

2 https://adoptioncouncil.org/article/foster-care-and-adoption-statistics/
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4 https://www.fosteruskids.org/fag/are-there-children-waiting-for-foster-homes ; https://www.kvc.org/blog/the-national-foster-care-placement-
crisis-why-are-kids-sleeping-in-offices-video/ ; https://cssp.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/Mclntyre-v.-Howard-Period-3-Report.pdf

5 https://williamsinstitute.law.ucla.edu/publications/lgbt-parenting-us/

8 https://williamsinstitute.law.ucla.edu/publications/report-lgb-parent-families/ ; https://williamsinstitute.law.ucla.edu/publications/transgender-
parenting/
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