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‭Chair Howerton and members of the Committee,‬

‭Thank you so much for the opportunity to provide testimony today. My name is Melissa Stiehler, and I serve as‬
‭Advocacy Director of Loud Light Civic Action, a nonpartisan, nonprofit organization that supports and builds‬
‭the civic engagement and leadership of young people in Kansas. We represent over 12,000 Kansans, including‬
‭supporters in every House and Senate district across the state. Loud Light Civic Action unapologetically‬
‭supports the LGBTQ+ community, including their right to live a happy, healthy life that is free from‬
‭government facilitated discrimination. It is with these values that Loud Light Civic Action strongly opposes‬
‭HB 2311.‬

‭Concern: This Bill Does Not Put The Child’s Health and Safety First‬
‭This bill would allow adoption and foster care agencies to make decisions for children in their care based on‬
‭religious beliefs rather than on the best interests of the child. While every person should have the freedom to‬
‭practice their own sincerely held religious beliefs, this bill opens the door to the secretary for children and‬
‭families and the state to prioritizes this belief system over that of the child’s needs. While we recognize that‬
‭section 1b aims to resolve this issue, we believe that the litigation clause in section 1c will counteract the‬
‭attempted resolution. A litigation clause may impact state workers’ judgement, causing them to be overly‬
‭cautious to avoid lawsuits over that of putting the individual needs of the child first. This clause will also put‬
‭our state workers and agencies at risk of frivolous lawsuits, which could have a terrible impact on an already‬
‭under-resourced agency.‬

‭Concern: Government Facilitation of Practices that are Widely Regarded as Abusive‬
‭Section 1a states that a potential guardian for the child may not be prohibited based on their  “intent to guide or‬
‭instruct a child consistent with such beliefs”. This broad language raises deep concerns, specifically if that‬
‭guidance or instruction is something that could be harmful or abusive to the child. For example, therapy and‬
‭other pseudoscientific practices that would attempt to “convert” an LGBTQ+ child to force them into‬
‭heterosexuality, known as conversion therapy. While this practice is banned in such countries as Canada,‬
‭Ecuador, France, Germany, Malta, Mexico, Spain, Albania, Brazil, Chile, Vietnam and Taiwan, and in 28‬
‭states such as Utah, Nevada, New Mexico, Minnesota, Michigan, Maine and more - Kansas has no laws‬
‭addressing this abusive practice. This bill would make it more difficult to prevent the abuse of adopted and‬
‭fostered children in Kansas.‬

‭For these reasons, Loud Light Civic Action strongly urges members of this committee to oppose HB‬
‭2311,‬‭and urges the legislature to please, do not place the belief systems of adults over the actual life of the‬
‭child in their care. Thank you all for your time and I hope you take my testimony into consideration.‬


