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Thank you for the opportunity to provide opponent testimony. My name is Kristen Blackton, and |
am a mother, former teacher, and voter in Shawnee. | am writing to you today to urge that you
vote NO on HB 2311.

As a former teacher, | had many students in my middle school classroom who were a part of the
LGBTQ community. | saw first-hand how important it was to these young people’s growth and
mental well-being that they had supportive and loving parents or guardians, providing them with
a safe and welcoming home. As | am sure you know, we have thousands of children in Kansas
in the foster care system who are waiting for their safe, welcoming, and loving forever home.
This bill would hurt LGBTQ children in this group by potentially allowing them to be placed in
homes where their guardians would deny an important part of their identity. At-risk children, like
those in the foster system, should be placed in homes with the utmost care. We know that these
children are already at a much higher risk of incarceration, human trafficking, and
homelessness. Our priority should be making sure that these risks are mitigated by the best and
most qualified foster and adoptive parents, who are ready to unconditionally love a child.

| thank you for taking the time to read my opinion on this bill, and | respectfully ask that the
committee members vote no on HB 2311. Thank you.

Kristen Blackton
Shawnee, KS



