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| write as an Ordained Minister in the Great Plains Conference UMC

Dear Chairperson, Howerton and Members of the Committee, | would like to weigh in on HB
2311 today, sharing my concerns about this piece of legislation.

Over the years my thoughts concerning human sexuality and gender identity have changed.
When | was a first grader at Linwood, KS Elementary school, there was a second-grade boy
that all of the boys in my class noticed was different. Rather than being rambunctious like we
were, this kid was effeminate and liked to play exclusively with the girls on the playground.

As the years went by, we heard tales of how this person was engaging in homosexual activity.
Shortly after his graduation from high school, much to everyone's surprise this person married
and impregnated a classmate of his. Meanwhile, a kid from another school district moved to
Linwood and joined me and my classmates in our freshman year. Again, my friends and |
noticed something different about this guy. However, in time we came to the conclusion that he
was "normal" because he was dating the prettiest girl in our class and was also a standout track
athlete.

As things turned out, the girl that the first guy (the effeminate one from grade school who had
married his classmate and had a baby with her) was the sister of the guy in my class-- the track
star who was dating the beautiful girl. And... these two guys-- her husband and her brother --
were having a sexual affair. An affair that caused the wife to file for divorce and created a rift
between her and her brother. My classmate--the brother in this story -- eventually "came out"
and settled into a loving and monogenous relationship with a man. The other person in the story,
unfortunately was among the number of people who died of AIDS during the early days of the
pandemic.

What I've come to understand from this situation is that the realm of human sexuality/gender
identity is not a binary thing. Is not just about the kind of plumbing one comes into the world
with. The effeminate boy was simply being true to his inner being. He tried to go "straight" but
just wasn't wired that way. | firmly believe that any attempts to "convert" this person would have
resulted in him experiencing no benefit but only great pain and harm. The founder of my faith
tradition, Rev John Wesley, believed and taught that the three "rules" by which Christians should
live were "to do good, do no harm and to stay in love with God".

My request today is that you not take action which will allow foster gender fluid/gay children to
be placed in situations which will harm or scar them by allowing them to be placed them in
homes wherein their unique and natural ways of expressing themselves will be thwarted on
condemned.

| close by thanking you for your service and your willingness to listen to my concerns as a
parent, grandparent and ordained clergyperson. Please, consider the stories I've shared with
you about real life people in real life situations and vote no on the passage of HB. Thank you,



Rev Loren Drummond



