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Chairman Howerton and members of the committee,

Thank you for reading my testimony and taking the time to process my experiences and
viewpoints as they relate to HB 2311.

My name is Jamie Greason and | am a voter in Johnson County. | am the mother of two and a
former K-12 teacher | am writing to encourage the committee to vote NO on HB 2311.

During my teaching career, | worked with several students who were in foster care. | also
worked with many LGBTQ+ students and students who were exploring their gender identity. In
all cases these children came to me at the start of the year quiet and scared and usually behind
in their academics. But they, like all children, just needed a safe environment where they could
build confidence in themselves. Knowing that | was there to cherish, protect and teach them
rather than to judge or criticize or change them built a relationship rooted in trust, not fear. That
trust allowed me to teach and guide them in their academics. They weren't afraid to present to
the class or ask questions about confusing topics.

My teaching style wasn’t unique. | was just acting In loco parentis—how teachers are expected
to treat their students while they are at school away from their own caregivers. | cannot imagine
how any child especially one who identifies as LGBTQ+ could thrive in an unsafe environment
where trust has not been built. They could not build confidence or ask questions.They could not
learn or be guided. And isn’t that what caregivers, whether guardians or teachers exist for?

In sum, | ask that you please vote NO on the passage of HB 2311 so that all children have the
ability to thrive in foster care. Thank you.



