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Chair Howerton and Members of the Committee,
Thank you for the opportunity to provide opponent testimony on HB 2311.

As a member of the performing arts community, I am friends with many LGBTQ+ people who
have fostered and adopted children and I can attest that they are wonderful and loving parents to
children of all identities. When there are thousands of children in the foster and adoption
agencies in Kansas, I find it exceptionally cruel to try to prevent these children from having
loving homes. In addition to discriminating against LGBTQ+ foster parents, this bill could cause
irreparable harm to LGBTQ+ children who are placed with foster care parents who “intend to
guide” a foster child to adhere to their anti-LGBTQ+ beliefs.

Conversion therapy has long been discredited by every mainstream medical and mental health
organization for decades. Young people who are rejected by their caregivers for their identity are
more than 8 times more likely to have attempted suicide, 6 times more likely to report high levels
of depression, and more than 3 times more likely to use illegal drugs or be at risk for HIV and
STDs.

I ask that you prevent discrimination against our fellow Kansans and consider the harmful effects
of this bill on LGBTQ+ minors. Preventing children from having loving families and subjecting
them to potential abuse is not in anyone’s best interest. Please vote NO on HB 2311.

Thank you for your time and consideration,

Charissa Bertels



