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Chairman Howerton and Members of the Committee, thank you so much for giving me time to 
share my thoughts on HB 2311 with you today. My name is Ella Rhuems and I am a voter in 
Lawrence. I am writing today to encourage the committee to vote NO on HB 2311  
 
As someone deeply interested in adopting in the future, I believe every child deserves a safe, 
affirming home—and every potential adoptive parent deserves fair and equitable treatment. 
 
HB 2311 prevents the secretary from enforcing placement policies that might conflict with 
sincerely held religious or moral beliefs regarding sexual orientation or gender identity. This 
measure not only denies LGBTQ children and youth the affirming care they need but also opens 
the door for litigation against agency decisions that prioritise the best interests of children. 
 
Our child welfare system is already under strain. Across the United States, there are hundreds 
of thousands of children in foster care. More than half of the children awaiting adoption wait over 
two years for placement, and each year, approximately 100,000 youth are waiting to be 
adopted—more than double the number of children who actually find permanent homes. Even 
more alarming, about 18,000 youth age out of foster care annually without being adopted, 
placing them at significantly higher risk for incarceration, trafficking, homelessness, and 
unemployment. 
 
By forcing agencies to consider potential adoptive parents whose moral or religious beliefs 
might not support LGBTQ youth, HB 2311 further limits the pool of qualified caregivers. This not 
only undermines the safety and well-being of vulnerable children but also unfairly discriminates 
against potential adoptive parents based on their moral convictions, whether rooted in religious 
belief or personal values. 
 
Legislators have a duty to protect every child. Placing LGBTQ adoptees in homes that do not 
affirm their identity puts them at risk for isolation and further marginalization. At the same time, 
we must ensure that potential adoptive parents are not penalized for their sincerely held beliefs. 
Our policies must be rooted in fairness, inclusivity, and, above all, the best interests of children.  
 
Once again, I thank you all for hearing my thoughts on this bill, and I encourage you all to vote 
no of the passage of HB 2311 to protect our children and honor the promise of a safe future for 
every child in Kansas. Thank you for your time and consideration.  
 


