
 
LEGISLATURE of THE STATE of KANSAS 

Legislative Attorneys transforming ideas into legislation. 

300 SW TENTH AVENUE    SUITE 24-E    TOPEKA, KS 66612     (785) 296-2321 

Office of Revisor of Statutes 

MEMORANDUM 

To:  House Committee on Child Welfare and Foster Care 

From:  Office of Revisor of Statutes 

Date:  February 17, 2025 

Subject:  House Bill 2311 – As Introduced 
 

House Bill 2311, as introduced, proposes a new section of law prohibiting the secretary 

for children and families from adopting certain policies regarding placement, custody and 

appointment of custodians of children who are in custody of the secretary. 

 

Subsection (a) prohibits the secretary from adopting, implementing or enforcing a policy for 

selection as an out-of-home placement or custody for adoption, appointment as a permanent or 

SOUL custodians or for licensure that would: (1) Require a person to affirm, accept or support a 

policy regarding sexual orientation or gender identity that may conflict with the person’s beliefs; 

(2) Prohibit selection of, if otherwise eligible, a person based on such person’s beliefs regarding 

sexual orientation or gender identity.  

Subsection (b) states that the new section shall not be construed to: (1) Prohibit the secretary 

from considering the beliefs of the child or the child’s family or community in relation to a 

person being considered for selection for placement, custody or appointment when determining 

if such placement, custody or appointment is in the best interests of the child; or (2) Prohibit the 

secretary from making selections otherwise required by law.  

The section would allow a person aggrieved by a violation of the section to recover actual 

and punitive damages, injunctive relief, costs and reasonable attorney fees. The section would be 

a part of the revised Kansas code for care of children.  If enacted, the bill would take effect upon 

publication in the statute book, July 1, 2025.  


