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Shelby Moore

Chair Howerton and Members of the Committee, thank you for the opportunity to provide
opponent testimony on HB 2311.

I am writing to express my strong opposition to Kansas House Bill 2311, which would allow
adoption agencies to deny prospective adoptive parents based solely on their sexual orientation
or gender identity if those identities conflict with the agency’s religious or moral beliefs. This bill
would enshrine discrimination into Kansas law, denying loving families the opportunity to

provide stable and nurturing homes for children in need.

The primary focus of adoption policy should be the best interests of the child. Every child
deserves a safe, supportive, and loving home, regardless of the sexual orientation or gender
identity of their adoptive parents. HB 2311 does not protect children; rather, it places
discriminatory beliefs above their well-being and narrows the pool of potential adoptive families,

prolonging the time children spend in foster care or institutional settings.

Additionally, HB 2311 is not necessary to protect religious freedom. The First Amendment
already ensures religious organizations’ rights, but it does not grant the right to impose those
beliefs in a manner that harms vulnerable children or denies equal opportunities to prospective
parents. Government-sanctioned discrimination is not religious liberty—it is an affront to the

values of fairness, dignity, and equal treatment under the law.

Furthermore, allowing agencies to refuse placements based on sexual orientation or gender
identity contradicts established social science research. Numerous studies have demonstrated that

LGBTQ+ individuals and couples provide equally loving and supportive environments as their



heterosexual counterparts. To deny children access to these homes based on outdated prejudices

is not only unjust but also harmful.

Kansas must prioritize the well-being of its children over discriminatory policies. By rejecting
HB 2311, the state affirms that every qualified and loving family should have the opportunity to
provide a child with a home, regardless of their identity. I urge you to oppose this harmful bill
and instead focus on policies that expand, rather than restrict, the opportunities for children to

find permanent, supportive families.

Thank you for your time and consideration. I respectfully request that you vote against HB 2311

and stand up for the rights of Kansas children and families.

Sincerely,

Shelby Moore
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