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Chairperson Howerton, and members of the committee:

I am writing to express my strong opposition to HB 2311, which would prohibit the Secretary for
Children and Families from enforcing policies that require foster and adoptive parents to affirm
or support policies regarding sexual orientation and gender identity. While framed as a
protection of religious freedom, this bill undermines the best interests of children in the foster
care and adoption system, particularly LGBTQ+ youth who are already at higher risk for
rejection, abuse, and mental health struggles.

This legislation prioritizes the beliefs of prospective parents over the well-being of vulnerable
children, creating an environment where LGBTQ+ youth may be placed with caregivers who
refuse to affirm their identities. Every child deserves a safe and supportive home, and policies
should ensure placements that foster acceptance and stability rather than enable discrimination
under the guise of religious or moral beliefs.

Additionally, HB 2311 grants a right to sue for individuals who feel their beliefs about gender
identity or sexual orientation were violated, yet it offers no comparable protection for LGBTQ+
children who may face mistreatment. This imbalance is deeply concerning and places the rights
of adults above the welfare of the children the system is meant to serve.

Kansas should be striving to create a foster care and adoption system that ensures all children
are placed in loving, affirming homes, not one that allows discrimination at their expense. I urge
you to oppose HB 2311 and instead support policies that protect and uplift all children,
regardless of sexual orientation or gender identity.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,



Joseph Nicholas
Leawood, KS 66206


