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February 28, 2025 
 
Chairman Tarwater and Members of the House Commerce, Labor, & Economic Development 
CommiƩee: 
 
I am wriƟng in strong support of HB 2308, the proposed AIM-K (AviaƟon and InnovaƟon 
Manufacturing in Kansas) incenƟve program. This bill will enhance our state’s ability to aƩract 
investment and family-supporƟng job creaƟon in our state’s most established compeƟƟve 
industry- aerospace and the burgeoning industries of manufacturing InnovaƟon.  
 
The Greater Wichita Partnership is the primary regional economic development organizaƟon in 
south-central Kansas. Our 10-county region encompasses the vast majority of the state’s more 
than 30,000 aerospace workforce and the more than 400 aviaƟon-industry-related companies. 
This has led to Kansas earning the moniker of The Air Capital of the World 
(www.aircapitaloŌheworld.com).  
 
The Greater Wichita Partnership supports AIM-K because: 
 Increased CompeƟƟveness: The Partnership has competed on nearly three dozen 

aerospace industry projects over the last five years. Lack of compelling incenƟves have 
been a reason projects have chosen other states (i.e. Joby in Ohio, Boom in North Carolina). 

 Supply-Chain Alignment: The unique feature of the “Kansas First” provision will enhance 
our state’s exisƟng advantage of a deep, diverse, and dependable aerospace supply chain 
while expanding the benefit of the AIM-K program further across the state.   

 Wise Stewardship: This bill includes robust safeguards and claw back provisions to protect 
our state’s investment and financial capacity for exisƟng taxpayers and employers.  

 
I urge you to support HB 2308 and advance this important new incenƟve tool for our state. 
Thank you for your Ɵme and consideraƟon. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Andrew Nave, CEcD 
Greater Wichita Partnership 
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Matt All
Blue Cross and Blue Shield
of Kansas
President & CEO

Paul Allen
Allen, Gibbs & Houlik
Chief Executive

Ryan Baty
Sedgwick County
Board of Commissioners
Chair

Chuck Caisley
Evergy
Chief Customer O�cer

Ramin Cherafat
McCownGordon
CEO

Margaret Dechant
6 Meridian
Partner & Founder, CEO

Raymond Dondlinger
Dondlinger Construction
Vice President of Operations

DIRECTORS - EX-OFFICIO

Ron Draper
Textron Aviation
President & CEO

Stephanie Harder
Talent Roadmap Leadership 
Coalition 
Lead
Textron Aviation
VP of Communications & Public 
A�airs

Ben Hutton
Hutton
CEO

Matt Michaelis
Emprise Bank
Chairman & CEO

Dr. Richard Muma
Wichita State University
President

James Nastars
Meritrust Credit Union
President

Dean Newton
Delta Dental of Kansas
President & CEO

Aaron Bastian, Co-Chair
Fidelity Bank
President & CEO

Charlie Chandler, Co-Chair
INTRUST Bank
Chairman & CEO

Jon Rolph, Vice-Chair
Thrive Restaurant Group
Chairman & CEO

Marty Cornejo, Treasurer
Cornejo Holdings
President

Mark Nichols
Koch Companies Public Sector
Vice President, Government &
Public A�airs

Gary Oborny
Occidental Management
Chairman & CEO

Victor Ojeleye
Wichita Regional
Chamber of Commerce 
Chair
Hutton

Steve Patrick
Bombardier Defense
Vice President

Mark Quayle
Cargill Protein
Chief Legal Counsel

John Rolfe
Wichita Regional
Chamber of Commerce
President & CEO

Derrick Nielsen, Secretary
High Touch Technologies
Chairman & CEO

Je� Fluhr, President
Greater Wichita Partnership
President

AT-LARGE MEMBERS

Pete Najera
United Way of the Plains
President & CEO

EMERITUS DIRECTOR

Scott Schwindaman
Greater Wichita Partnership
Emeritus Director, Economic Development

Ed O’Malley
Kansas Health Foundation
President & CEO

Shelly Prichard
Wichita Foundation
President & CEO

Gary Schmitt
INTRUST Bank
Managing Director,
Government A�airs

Todd Slawson
Slawson Companies 
President

Joe Surmeier
Professional Engineering
Consultants, P.A.
President & CEO

Dr. Sheree Utash
Talent Roadmap
Leadership Coalition 
Lead
WSU Tech
President & VP of
Workforce Development

Lily Wu
City of Wichita
Mayor
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