House Education Committee

cﬁ‘of@nent of %2420
o@m] mninjer, :ﬁz’rector of Goncerned ;"Iﬂomen for ;%men'ca Of{ﬂn&l&i

y/;ank"}/ou, %z[am Chair .is’be&, and members oft/;e ?Zg(;u.se f{[ucatz’on Gom mittee, for the opp ortunz’tj to
testzf}/ in support of %1410. az;name is %}/ az:inz'njer, and Jserve as the State pﬁz’rector of
Goncerned Women for %merz’ca of@n&a&.

Goncerned Women for z;%merica of{ﬂnwzw supports %1410, which requz’res school districts to obtain
parental consent [eforefrovi(ﬁnj school-based mental Kealth services to a student.

%t 1979, the mz'tec[zgtate.f zzqu:vreme teurt, in Parham v. ].R., /;efzft/;atfarent.f areJareJumet[ to act in the
best interests of their children w#hen magz'nj mental-Kealth treatment decisions. %tinjfor the

majorit}/, C/ﬁ'efjwtice Worren E. ogurjer stated:

mf»;imf{y because the decision ofafarent is not ajreea[/e to a chil/d or because it invelves risks does not
automatica/{}/ tranay"er t/fefoufer to make that decision ﬁom tFerarentJ to some agency or ofﬁcer oft/:e
state. " — Parham v. J.R., 442 US. 584, 603 (lyyy)

t/fief(jjw‘tice eatrjerfurt/rer emJaFa&iz,eft/ﬁ'.rfounfatz'onaf(]arincé]a/e, Jtatz’nj: ‘Tke /anreJumeJ that
parents act in the best interests oftFez'r chifdren.”

a@afﬁrminj(]aarentes’ny/ftd, the Gourt reinforced the Jong-establisked principle that families—not
governmental institutions—are best positioned to oversee the upbringing,
education, and mental health of their children. When parents are able to fulfill these
responsibilities, it fenefits not only children, but society as a whole.

Parents are unz’gue{}/ situated to understand their own child's needs, circumstances, and vulnerabilities.
For that reason, tﬁe] skould retain autfority over decisions that may Jz:]nz'f'z'cant/j/ impact their child's
Fea/t[aane/fvﬁeinj. 7Fefunz[amenta/r1:j/7t offarent& to direct the upbringing oft/r-'eir children Kas been
unequivocal{}/ establisked in the United States.

{ﬂn&a; Jaw c/ear{}/ ref/ectJ t/zdz'JJarz'n c{]a/e as well. Kﬂnd‘ad‘ Statute Snnotated (SY}6~11, 1 (1)(5) declares that:

‘% shkall be tﬁe(]gu[fz’c(]oo/icy oft/ﬁ'J state t/;atfarent.f skall retain the funfamenta/nj/ft to exercise
Jarimary controf over the care an([uf[rinjinj oftieir children in their cﬁarje. "

Further, 76:5(% /6 60—5}05(a)frovifes that:

“%t/ﬁ'nj in this act skall be construed to imp air t/fefunfamenta/rzj/ft ofeveryfarent to controf the care
anz[custodj/ of&uc/niparentlf minor ckhildren, including, but not fimited to, controf over education,
discipline, re/zlyz'ouo" and moral instruction, Kealth, medical care, we/f'are, place cfﬁalfitaticn, couno‘efz'nj,
ant[fdyc/&y[oyicafﬂnfemotiona/weff—ﬁeinj of&ucfminor children as Jetfortﬁin the Jlaws and
constitution oftfe state of@nsa& anJoft/fe United States. "

FHBay 20 is consistent with Foth constitutional precedent «»£ Kansas public policy, axd it
afﬁrm& the essential rofe offarent& in JafEJuarzﬁ'nj their children's mental and em otional Fealth.

Goncerned Women for HAmerica of{ﬂnwzw affreciate&your work on /fe/ﬂz[fof{ﬂn&aw children and
famz’fz’e&. mre{pectf‘u/{}/ aJE t/fatyou vote in favor of HB 2420.

yﬁanfyouforyour time and consideration.



