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@ﬁ‘éret[ by Denise cggbbrt&, parent, resident 0]‘;1(;/771&011 County, {an&a&.

%;6 24.20! An et concerning education; refatinj to school districts; requiring Jaarentaf consent prior to Jarow'r/i'nj any
school-based mental health service to a student; e.fta[r-fz'.s/z‘i'nj emcgfatz’on& to such reyuz'rement; aut/forz'zz’nj the imfcaition (7[‘ a
civil Jaenafty ﬁr each violation t/tve're(y[:

z;% soctal worker knocks on your door in the evening and eagafaz’mr that she wants to visit with your child. In ﬂct, she wants
to have rejufar Visits with your kil OF, and she [ need “you to go ahead and Jeave the house while this /;'g]afenes. Wheo
would agree to that ? 57 m here to tel] you that can /ftga(]aen in {an.mef Jauﬁfz’c schools.

In 2020, S had a ﬁ@a/t/z}l lo—year—ofcf cﬂzuj/fter in 5" jradé. ke Jofz{}/et[  pianc, did Joerﬁ’ct Fam[egorz'njs, got a/onj well with
fer famz'{}/, and never stopped creating. ?ﬁr jracléJ were outJtancﬂnj, and she had a jom[ circle OJF ﬁiencﬁf. ?ﬁr teackers

expressed no concerns about fer belavior or academics Jaerfémance.

(;?fl}er entering public schoolin {,anem.s in 2017, I noticed that her math scores were trending just szj/ft'f}/ downward over
three semesters. When J. approached the principal about my concerns, ke Jooked at fer scores and told me that we had no
reason to take any action because, ‘she s stilf on  grade Jevel. " Jwas afso ted that “we want her to be in the driver s seat of

fer own education.

I volunteered sften at the school with training and security clearance. J usually spent two funch pericds per week with one
of my chitldren at the clementary school. I spent hours in the art roem and kad good relationships with all of my children's
teachers. “When my son's teacker wanted to have kim evaluated for the gifted program, I was called up to the school to sign
Jorms and received thorough explanations of the process of testing and what professionals would be involved.

z;%m[t/:en Covid. JT Fusbandis a physician, so our fumily was ‘exposed” duily from the beginning. “We kept things in
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our frome as normal as Jao&n’lfﬁs. We did not fée[ or express ﬁar to our chifdren. We made the best of‘ the situation and

continued to Jafay ' games, exercise, do Jauz.z/e&, get schoolwork done, take Jufffementaf vitamins, and eat a /&eaft/t}/ diet.

J come ﬁom and married into a fmnz/y cjp t%rgpi&t&. F afso kave several ﬁiemﬁf, who are  practicing counselors. What I
was Feaﬁnj that - yearis that Jae(yofe were not doing well, and their oj‘ﬁce hours were more than tﬁ?a!}/ could” manage. Wgne
were accepting new chtents. Out o]p an abundance of‘ caution, I decided to ﬁnt[ someone to get on record” with in the event
that anjtﬁ?nj came up. j fad a  pre-teen and a teenage clkujﬂer, and thetr social fives were [ez'nj shut down at a very
important stage ij development, wherein peers Jafay avery. big refe. Jinterviewed and selocted a cli'ﬁ[érent Jar(?][é&n'onaf ﬁr



each, and we visited them t«yet/fer. ;7‘23/ ofdest féunf this to be very ﬁeneflcz'a[ dhe viewed it as more ‘#‘ a fzﬁ coack” that
she checked in with yp tﬂnja came up. That refatz'on&/zé']a ran the course of‘ frer ﬁjﬁ school years and ended in a /l‘éa/t@ and’

q]ofr(gorz'ate way.

ith my younger dauqghter, we did a visit with a counselor across the street from her schocl. e spent an hour together,

Withmy younger daughi &Gid. i /e he her schoel. “We sp hour togeth

tafl@nj about the myjdkfa, anacz'ety, and the stress (yp z'mfemﬂnj middle school, and then my zfauj/fter B a session with

that counsefor alone. I told fier that ?f she ever wanted to see her, she could initiate a visit with no questions asked.
owever, she Jet me know that being probed to talk about her foefings with someone she didn t know well made her

HHo fie Jot me Know that being probed to talK about fer feckings with fie didin 't Know well made e

uncomférta[fe, and she ﬁft Jike she afrem[j understood most of‘ that z'nﬁrmatz’on anyway.

e jrazfuatez[ & jrat[é and continued to do well under the circumstances. “We spent most ?f' that summer at the Jake as a
wmily, and sometimes the kids would bring alon tends.
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T 2021, as she started 7" grade, we began to see drastic chunges. Her clothing cheices were cversized and durK in cofor.
She stopped paying attention to her hair, preferring to have it covering most of her face. "She became very withdrawn.
Refaticnships with friends of four years bogan to be troubled. ‘Starting mididle schoolin an evercrewded place in the
midille of a pandemic was not idoaf, andinitially we figured we were dealing with normal midille school apprehensions, but
the changes kappened so quickly that it was difficalt to get cur bearings. Treviously, I had a duughter who drew ladyhugs
and'made sculptures of frogs fisking en fily pads. Sudilenty, I was pulling art work from ker bag that caused'me to gasp.
It became very durk andincluded fangs and claws and eyeloss forms. Mouths being priedcpen. Childsen being sphit in
falf. n cccupational therapist in our family, who does art therapy with juveniles in a mental health hospital, expressed
alarm when J consulted fier. Jwill never forget what she said to me: “Scmecne is accessing her.”

The cﬁmj/fter who fived on my /ﬁJa fér abmost 5 years and was a/way& under my arm f&r a /fuj Juc[c[eﬂ[}/ became rigid at my
(gofroac/f. When I would attempt to /fuj fer, her ﬁo{}/ would Jtz'ﬁ%n. I knew that Jcmetﬁ;'nj was very wrong, but she Eeft
rg]aeatz'nj that we;ytﬂnj was ﬁne.

There was no smart phone to search for clues. Jhere was no private internet access or television in her bedroom. Jhere was
nowhere to Jook te get insight. We were j[}/z’nj blind: For friends stil] seemed fine, although t/?ey began to spend Jess time
with Fer and  could see that she was kurt by that rejection. Dut why ! She bogan to struggle with ker math class.
HAttenpts at homework very guickly Jed'to frustration and tears. I recall ker developing the belief and expressing that " m
Just not very good at math.

Thiree months into this, it s November 2. I am helping her with fier math homework and asked her if J could see the work
they didin class that duy. ‘She began to cry and'then tremble. J said’to kier, please tellme. " I could see that she was
working very hard to fiold so much inside. Tt that  point, she screamed at me ~ "I wasn 't in math class today. I 'm missing
too muck math. You have to tell them to stop taking me out of class.”

What we found was that someone had boen pulling fier out of math class for what she called” “chock-ins.” My daughter
stated that it was not the regular counselor but a substitute. ‘We Jater found out that this was a practicum student working
in the district. Decause of cur Kistory, my chifd assumed that ker futher and J knew that this was kappening and had
sanctionedit. ‘She was slowly becoming more and'mere angry with ws. "She was embarrassed at being singled cut, which



would result in being YueJtz'onet[ 63/ other Kids. ke was ﬁthra/teJ with missing cJass and’ ﬁf/z'nj beliind. We were
comffete[y unaware that this kad been /fzgofenz’nj.

For b-rew'q}/ because Jm out oj‘ time, we were told con]%'ctz'nj stories b:}/ district emf/o]ee& as to the w‘/z}/ beliind afl of‘ this.
We were told that a teacker reported’ that she was “?]73 " The ﬂoﬁ d jul’l[éfl’ﬂe& state that it takes a minimum of STX
weeks Eeﬁre a student skould be screened because a basefine is necessary to determine zf‘ a childis o]ﬁp " W were told that
she was given a survey, whick we fad opted out ?]q that raised some ﬁtg& with regard to ‘resifience and. grit. ”

We tmmediately pulled both our chifdren out of dhawnee j‘zz'&s‘ion and enrolled them at appropriate private schools in the
Y pprep: S

area, eacf one chosen gaeaﬁcaf/] tailored to their needs. Within two weeks, I recal my fushand’. Jl{}linj, (yﬁef Jike we are

_getting our child back.”

Oher the  years, we have  processed some cff what ngfenet[ Jwait ﬁr fer to fée/ comfértaﬁfe and telf me what ske wants to
tellme. I Fave zgmf;rjizec[ to fer ﬁr not protecting fer, and she understands that we didn t know what was /;tgofeninj and’
that what Fzgofenec[ to her was wrong.

Thts should not be Fg]ofeninj without Joarentaf netz'fz’catz’cn or fermz'&n’on.

The 571203‘5 d systerm ?f questions and ﬁtgo‘ and response to intervention does not give anyone the ﬂ:j/ft topry into the
emotional. fz"fé gf\ a chtfd without the  parents fuf/ fartiafation. j}) their own documents, t/z?s] state that erenta/

involvement is necessary.

My child was created by God: She was knit together with a special temperament unigue to hor, just Jike her iris, her
thumbprint, and her DNA. “She is kigh'in agreeableness trait as well as openness. She was designed that way for a
specific purpose. FHor temperament is suited to finding that purpose through triaf and error, fearning and growth,
becoming the individual that God created her to be. God entrusted me with this child and J then gratefully gave this child
bacK to Him. The boundary being crossed here is sacred: I know the sound and pattern of that child s breath fier gait, hier
sigh, because I have studied ker since befere her birth.

This works as a chain 0]F events. The STL. brings up the issues and zli'af(vjue in the  gTOUP AS & CONSENSUS Euifﬁnj toel to

access truth. Jhe screeners re:yanli’nj schoel climate, etc., ratse the red ﬁtg&, and this necessitates the interventions.

In a document authored, éj/ ﬂﬁﬁ GO eﬂgfafaz'm'nj the rationale ﬁr SEL in education, I ﬁunc[ a statement z'ntﬂcatz'nj
that “SEL was necessary to build emotionaf{y restfient individuals who are able to navigate the com]o/ex, fan(l:fagoe qf
conj]z’ctz’nj joaf.s and dissonance to one ojp Jaroaoa’af belavior that  promotes fruman ﬁouri&ﬁ;’nj and the attainment gp the

$DGs.”

s a  parent, while  you are fu;:]ooa‘ef‘u/f] creating cognitive dissonance in my child at school, mz{}/ﬁe you could giveme a
heads up so j could’ /t?e(f]o fer manage this stress at home or, as our ﬁmi,/}' chose, jet fer out of\ your, Jouﬁfic schools because
she was being harmed there.



j‘ZE/ chifdis now ﬂun’sﬁ?}y. She's crudﬁ?nj fer %jonometr] class. ke a/reat{y feat fer mom s score on the SE G,
dhe's iuifﬁnj actual resifience. ke has Just the rzj/ft Jevel 0][ “grittiness. Dhe knows who she is and whose she is and that
she is amazing Just the way she 1s.

%r ﬁve JearJ, when 5’ :;Fare this Jtm:}/, the most ﬁeguent response j yz‘;s'ar zs ‘%W can that /fg]ajaen ? 7/;@ :i‘ not Eja ./ "
fxcg]at itis. ocial Emotional. Iearm'nj being embedded into alf areas and subjects in the Jaul;fz'c school, 6:}/ mandate with
accomfanyinj screeners and interventions allows this to Fgfafen, and as > parents we have no Jtanfz'nj ﬁr recourse. j don't
agree with this door being opened, but since it has been thrown open wide, I'm aJk-z'nj you to put some juarz[raz'IJ into this
o}wtem so that this sttuation won t Fg]ofen to another ﬁ’”i'f}"

7/&171;( you ﬁr affow‘z'nj me to share with the committee toc[k].



