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Chair Proctor and members of the Committee:  

 

 Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony on House Concurrent Resolution 5004 

proposing an amendment to Section 1 of Article 5 of the Kansas Constitution. 

 The Secretary is neutral on the content of the proposed amendment, believing that the people of 

Kansas have the final say on what provisions are contained in their state constitution.  The Secretary makes 

three points in testimony: 

1. One of the Secretary’s four constitutional duties is to publish public notice of Constitutional 

Resolutions.  KS Const, Art 14, Sec 1; KSA 64-103.  The estimated cost is $50,000 reimbursed from SGF. 

2. The Wyandotte Constitution, adopted by the people of Kansas on October 4, 1859, provided in 

pertinent part that: 

ARTICLE V — SUFFRAGE 

Section 1. Every . . . , shall be deemed a qualified elector: 

First. Citizens of the United States. 

Second. Persons of foreign birth who shall have declared their intention to become citizens 

conformably to the laws of the United States on the subject of naturalization. 

 

3. The people of Kansas voted on November 5, 1918, to amend that provision of their state 

constitution by approving Senate Concurrent Resolution 18, approved by the Kansas legislature March 

12, 1917.   

 



 

 

 

 

Respectfully,  

 

Clayton Barker 

Clayton L. Barker  

Deputy Secretary of State, General Counsel  

Clay.Barker2@ks.gov 
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