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Chairm an  Proctor and  honorable  m em bers of the  com m ittee , m y nam e  is Made line  Malisa , 
and  I am  a Visiting Fe llow at the  Opportun ity Solu tions Pro ject. I apprecia te  the  opportun ity 
to  speak today in  support of Senate  Bill 6.  

Th is b ill will p rotect Kansas vote rs by bann ing ranked-choice  voting for a ll e lections he ld  in  
Kansas.  

I live  in  Maine  and  have  been  voting in  ranked-choice  voting e lections since  2018. I can  te ll 
you  unequ ivoca lly tha t it’s been  a  d isaste r for vote rs. Where  I live  in  Portland , we  had  a  
loca l race  in  2021 in  wh ich  a  candida te  had  had  a  m ere  four percent  of the  vote  a fte r the  
first round of tabu lation  but won because  of ranked-choice  voting.1  
 
Supporte rs of ranked-choice  voting are  push ing it across the  country. During the  2024 
e lection  cycle , proponen ts outspent opponents $124 m illion  to  $3.4 m illion  to  support 
ba llo t in itia tives.2 However, vote rs in  six sta te s re jected  ranked-choice  voting, including in  
Arizona , Colorado, Idaho, Montana, Nevada , and  Oregon.3 

In  2023, a  record-breaking 74 b ills  were  filed  by ranked-choice  voting proponents.4 But 
lawm akers across the  country are  a lso wise ly re jecting it. Since  2022, 11 sta te s have  
banned ranked-choice  voting including Alabam a, Florida , Idaho, Kentucky, Lou isiana , 
Mississippi, Missouri, Montana , Oklahom a, South  Dakota , and  Tennessee . 
 
Maine  and  Alaska  are  the  on ly two sta te s to  use  th is system  and it was passed  by slim  
m argins on  ba llo t in itia tives. Loca litie s in  15 sta te s a lso  use  ranked-choice  voting. Today, I’d  
like  to  provide  you som e  exam ples from  the  ranked-choice  voting track record . 
 
Ra n ke d -ch o ice  vo t in g r e q u ir e s  le git im a t e  ba llo t s  t o  b e  d isca rd e d .  
Am ericans win  when the ir vote s count. Bu t in  eve ry e lection  that uses ranked-choice  voting, 
ba llo ts don’t count and  a re  lite ra lly th rown out. Th is is  the  way the  system  is designed  to  
work—it’s a  featu re , no t a  bug.  
 
How does th is happen? Under a  ranked-choice  system , vote rs m ust vote  for a ll the  
candida te s in  a  race  by ranking them  on  one  ba llo t. When  no candida te  rece ives m ore  than  
50 pe rcent of the  vote  in  the  first round of tabu la tion , som e  voters’ ballo ts m ust be  tossed  
aside  to  ge t to  a  m anufactu red  m ajority in  subsequen t rounds of tabula tion . So , if a  vote r 
se lects on ly one  candida te  on  the ir ba llo t, e ither as the ir first choice  or for a ll choices, and  
that candida te  is no  longe r in  con tention , the ir ba llo t is  d iscarded.  
 
Th is is not a  hypothe tica l. In  ju risd ictions tha t have  im plem en ted  ranked-choice  voting, 
thousands of vote s have  been  cast aside . In  Maine’s 2018 Second Congressiona l District, 
m ore  than  8,000 Mainers had  the ir ba llots tossed  out.5 That’s a lm ost five  percent of the  
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tota l ba llots cast. Alaska has experienced  sim ila r re su lts. In  the ir 2022 specia l e lection  to  fill 
the  seat of the  la te  Congressm an  Don  Young, nearly 15,000 vote s were  th rown  ou t.6 In  
New York City’s 2021 Dem ocratic m ayora l prim ary, 140,000 ba llots were  d iscarded , wh ich  
was nearly 15 pe rcen t of the  to ta l ba llots cast.7  
 
De la ye d  r e su lt s  a n d  cou n t in g e r ro rs  a lso  sow  m is t ru s t .  
Ranked-choice  voting a lso  guarantees m ultip le  rounds of ba llo t counting if no  candida te  
rece ives a  m ajority of the  vote . Since  th is process m andates the  centra l coun ting of ba llo ts, 
it  frequen tly de lays re su lts, som etim es for days, weeks, or even  m onths.  
 
In  a  2022 loca l race  in  Alam eda  County, Californ ia , a  ranked-choice  voting software  e rror 
was d iscove red  two m onths a fte r the  e lection  was certified.8 The  th ird-p lace  fin ishe r had  
actua lly won.9 The  2021 New York City Dem ocratic m ayora l prim ary was th rown  in to  chaos 
because  a fte r a  week of coun ting and  11 rounds of tabu lations, it was d iscove red  that 
135,000 test ba llo ts had been  coun ted  by m istake .10-11

 In  the  end, it  took an  additiona l e ight 
rounds of counting and nearly a  m onth  to  decla re  a  winner in  the  race .12  
 
Ra n ke d -ch o ice  vo t in g com p lica t e s  t h e  vot in g p roce ss .  
Voting shou ld  be  sim ple , with  an  easily unde rstandable  ba llo t. However, ranked-choice  
voting is a  com plex process, with  lengthy and confusing requ irem ents. If you’ve  never 
seen  a  ranked-choice  voting ba llot, I u rge  you  to  review the  attached  exam ple .13 In  that 
Minneapolis m ayora l race , the re  were  40,495 possib le  com binations of candida te s.14 
Consider the  vote rs in  your d istrict, vu lne rable  vote rs like  the  e lderly, who wou ld  be  
forced  to vote  on  ba llots like  that. Vote rs a re  a lso  given  an  u ltim atum —eithe r vote  for 
people  you  d islike  and  who oppose  your princip le s, o r risk having your ba llo t tossed  
aside .  I am  a  pro-law and order voter, bu t if I want to  guaran tee  m y vote  will coun t, I 
wou ld  have  to  vote  for candida te s who do  not support the  2nd am endm ent.  
 
Eve ry e lection  shou ld  be  fa ir, p rom pt, and inspire  voter confidence . And every vote  shou ld  
count. Any voting system  that—by design—throws out va lid  vote s shou ld  be  banned. That’s 
un-Am erican  and  undem ocratic. I u rge  you  to  support th is b ill that will p rotect Kansas 
vote rs by bann ing ranked-choice  voting. Thank you for your tim e  and I’m  happy to  answer 
any questions. 
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