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Chair Kessler, Vice Chair Schmoe, Ranking Member Miller, and Members of the Committee, 
thank you for the opportunity to appear before the Committee. My name is Joseph Rupnick and I 
serve as the Chairman of the Prairie Band Potawatomi Nation. I am a veteran of the United 
States Calvary and I represent approximately 4,500 Potawatomi people living mostly on our 
reservation within the borders of Kansas as defined by our 1846 Treaty with the United States 
government. 
 
I am honored to submit to you my neutral testimony regarding HB 2384. The four resident 
Tribes in Kansas believe it is important that the ownership of the Shawnee Indian Mission 
Historic Site, and control of operations at the site, be placed with a federally recognized Indian 
Tribe. Regardless of which Tribe takes ownership and control, the four resident Tribes also 
believe it is important that they be consulted on key decisions going forward. In support of this 
principle, leadership of the Prairie Band Potawatomi Nation, the Iowa Tribe of Kansas and 
Nebraska, the Kickapoo Tribe in Kansas, and the Sac and Fox Nation of Missouri in Kansas and 
Nebraska have passed a joint resolution supporting legislation very similar to HB 2384. That 
resolution and the proposed legislative language is attached to this testimony. Our understanding 
is that the Shawnee Tribe is agreeable to that proposed language. 
 
The only reason I do not appear before you today as a proponent is that HB 2384 differs from the 
legislation supported by the Nation and the other resident tribes in two key respects. First, on 
page 2, line 4 of HB 2384, we prefer that the phrase “described in K.S.A. 22-2401a(j)(5)” be 
inserted after the phrase “four federally recognized tribes.” This language is necessary to make 
clear that the right to consultation specifically refers to the four resident Tribes in Kansas. 
 
Next, we prefer that the phrase “and representation of the stories of the Shawnee Indian Manual 
Labor School” be inserted on page 2, line 7 at the end of the sentence. This language is necessary 
so that the required scope of consultation with the four resident Tribes applies to future decisions 
regarding content and depictions of history in addition to decisions pertaining to rehabilitation of 
the property. 
 
These two provisions are reflected in the attached resolution of the four resident Tribes. I 
respectfully request that they be included amendments to HB 2384 when the Committee works 
HB 2384. 
 
I am happy to stand for questions. Also, Committee members may contact me through the 
Nation’s legislative counsel, Brad Smoot. 
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